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INTRODUCTION 


“§ELECTED REAIDINGS ON VIETNAM” is designed ƒor thừư(-weadr ledarHers 
(term 3) at In-service Training Departmem, Hanoi University oƒ Foreign Studies 
(HUFS), who need fo tac English to taÌlk abou( Vietnam iH their tuork, wbether ïH 
business, the tourist industry or any other professions. The baok can aÌso be useful 
tọ teachers 0ƒ English who need a good English about Vietnam qnd fo foreigners 
wlh¿ waw( to hài a cerfdin overdlÏ picture 0ƒ Fietnam. 


This book, the JWst GŸ thì kind dt lnscruice TraiHimg Deparutnenm oŸ HUES. 
provides mafterial which is designed to help leqrners: 


~ improve their reading skills deycloped at lowver courses, thu, cablng them 
tơ read with as less dịJicufy as possible málteridl about Vielnam. ranging 
/unn the geography. people. historv, cuture f0 th€ COHPWFY S CHFFEHH iSSUCS, 

-  qcqHữe English vocabularw qnd language pdlteris weeded f0 wO@rk ów 
VietH(0H 5 d fGĐÍC QÍ COHHUH(Cdtion. 
get vell-prepured for translalion-Iterprcting courses provided aflerwardl. 

-_ #mmukite and I‹mprove their sttdlh 


The passages are drawn from q wide varielt öƒ sources, and the am hás been (o 
giue ús represerntative a rongc ad possible oƒ the snles qnd registers ƒOuHd im 
confemporary Wrilen English. The book ís điưidcd đo 20 topic-based tHíts: Each 
tri consisfs Of Pre-redding, While-reading and Post-reading foliowed bự a varieftt 
9ƒ evercises dles(gued f0 achleve the above objectiues. Eaạch nHừ can De conducted 
Ieitiin fue chass hours and nvo hours at home. The lesson length and aCtivifies map 
varI. đepending on learnucrs ` abilitics. The malterial, though designed Jor reading 
SĂIÑN, cạn dlxo be ted tfa practise other leanuing shills like spedking and trHing, 
Which serS Cơn fÌHd 0: tarÏiOus eXeIrciSes. 


The hook is cumjplled by a team oƒƑ teacher worhking œlL lmservice Traiing 
Đepartme” of HUPFS Nguyen Ngọc Hung, MA Dạng Dùnh Cung, À£A., 
tesponisible for ts 9, 14, 15, 16. l8 and !9; Hoang Thu Hang. À4.A., för tHíts Tụ 7, 
10. 11,12 and 20, Pham Ngọc {hưong, Senlor Lecturer. for unữs 3, 4, 5, 8 and 13 
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and Tran Van Dien, MA. for thì) 2 6 and l7 Dea¿n dƒ Inscrvice Traiming 
Departmemt, Nguyen Van Khoa, M.A., edited the book. 


The auihors are grafefil fo: 
-` HUFS Board of Directors 
- _ Research Managemenl Department 
- _ Đean of ln-service Training Department 
for their heÌp, encouragement qnd guidance. 


4 special word oƒ thanks goes to Mất. and Mír. Dụudzik, for redding the dừaft .We 
woHId alsơ like to thanÀ those who have offred commenls and suggestions 
concerning this book. During the compilation and revision oƒthe book we have done 
our besi ío overcome man dịƒfìcuÌties that bave piled up, lowever, we are alo 
cowscious oƒ the exisience öoƒ shortcomings and errors whích are undoubtediy large 
Ín nưnber ín owr work. Therecfore. we hope to receive wÍth gratitude any tseÑd 
siqggestions for improving the book. 


May 2004 
The Authors 
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UNIT I 
VIETNAM -THE COUNTRY 


L PRE-READING 
En this unit you will read about te Geography of Vietnam. Belore you read: 


— Wiite on a piece of paper all the words that are related to this topie. 


— Discuss will your partner what aspccts the topic oŸ geography nsually 
COV€IS. 


lReading text 
VIETNAM - Á TROPICAL COUNTRY ON THE PACIFIC 
SEA-COAST 


|. Victaits mmnage appears on thẻ maáp aš 4 dragon eimerping from the 
sea: the head of the drag@n Is Nortt Vietnam, 1ts cutved back ís Central 
Vieinam with the Long Range as Its spine, and the dragon is wagøing 
is tail- Ca Mau in South Vietnam- in the sea water. 


32. The land and sea that form the country of Vietnam have played an 
Intcgral rofe In the developinent of its people. A land borđer ¡s shared 
with China, laos and Cambodia and this central positton in East Asia 
has sbaped the country's war-torn hístory. Tropical forests, mangrove 
swamps. fertile plais and long beaches, a cltmate that varies greatly 
from noïth to south, and season fo season, and a wealth of natural 
resources all exist here, They have influenced the Vietiarmtese way of 
life and made the eountry what it is today. 


. ^Á glance at a map shows Vietnam stretching I,650 km from north to 
south, althouph a mere 600 km at ïts widest and just over 50 km at its 
narrowest. Three-quarters of the land ¡s mountainous but the other 
quarter consists of rích alluvial plains where most of the people live. 
The country is shaped like an "S” as it winds its way down the length 
of the Indo-Chinese peninsula, its southern coast overlookins the South 
China Sea. Many writers have likened the shape to a farmer carrying a 
bamboo pole, with a large rice basket on either end. 


._ Vietnam ïs divided into three geopraphical regions- the north, centre 
and south. The massive Red River Delta (15,000 sq km) ín the north 
and Mekong (Cuu Long) River Delta in the south are the principal 
agricultural areas where most of the population live. They are "rice 
bowls" of the country. The thin, central strip separating them ¡is the 
"bamboo pole". Thịs physical separation has had a lasting impact on 
the countrys history and, therefore, on the people. There are clear 
cultural differences between the people of the south, centre and north, 
due in part to the geography of the land. The largest metropolis ís Ho 
Chỉ Minh City, followed by the capital city Ha Noi, Hai Phong and Da 
Nang. 


._ VieInam's land area is 329,566 sq. km but this 1s only a small part of its 
total territory. Ìt also bas a large sea area from the Tonkin Gulf to the 
Gulf of Thailand. Thịs region is approximatcly three times the size 0¿` 
the land area of Vietnam. Over 1,000 smaill islands lie within the zone 
and these together with the country's long coastline, prime trading 
position, navigable rivers and reliance on fishing for food, mean that 
boating traditions are strong and water transport is vital in many areas. 


. Three-quarters of the country ,consists of mountains and hills, the 
highest of which is 3,143m-high Fansipan (also spelled Phan S¡ Pan) m 
the Hoang Lien Mountains in the far north-wesL The Truong Son 


Mountains, which form the Central Highiands, run almost the mị| 
lenpgth of the country along Vietnams borders with Laos and 
Cambodia. 


Vietnam has a renìarkably điverse cÏumate because of its wide range oÍ 
latitudes and altitudes. Although the entire coumry lies in the tropIcs 
and subiropics, local condifians vary from frosty winters in the far 
nortliern hills tơ the year-round, sub-equatorial warmth o† the Mekong 
Delta. The weather here ¡s determined by two monsoons, which set the 
thythm of rural life. The winter monsoon comes from the north-east 
between Ôctober and March and brings wet chilly winters 1o all areas 
north of Nha Trang, but dry and warm 1etnnperatures to the soufii. From 
April or May to October, the soutli-western tnonsoon blows; ifs winds 
laden wHh moisture pickcd up wbile crossing the indian Ocean and the 
Gulf of Thailand and, thus, brigs warm, humid weather to the whole 
country. Between luiy and November, violent and unprcdictable 
typhoons often develop over the ocean east of Vietnam, hiting central 
and northern Vietnam with devastating results, Most of Vietnam 
recerves about 2000 mm of rain annualiy, thouph parts of the Cenưal 
Hiphlands get approximately 3300 mm öf precipitation per annum. 


VieUiam !s tích m natural tesources. Three-quarters of Vietnam Ìs 
covered with dense forests witich are rích in natura[ resources such as 
hipli-quality titnber, rattan, resin and medicinal plants. Asiatic aninials 
sụch as the Asian elephants, rhinoceros, tiger, bear. deer, monkeys and 
an cnotinous varrety of birds, fish, reptiles and insect lie proliferate. 
Vietnam Is rích in a nưmber of minerals, particulariy high-quafity coaÌ 
used for electrtcify, iron for s(eel, coppcr, lead-zInc, bauxite, apatite f0r 
phosphate Ícctilisers and soime precious metal such as chromium, 
titanium, øold, tungsten and tín. [t also has fine clay for the production 
Of porcelain, gernstoies, quartz and a growing oil and øas industry. 


9. Apriculture has aiways been the cornerstone of the economy and 


Vietnam 1s the world's third largest rice exporter (after United States 
and Thailand). Rice ¡s aÌso the sfaple of most Vietnamese meals, 
supplemented by corn, cassava and sweet potato in the poorer areas. 
Rubber, tea and coffee are major exports from the highland regions and 
the forests provide bamboo, cinnamon, lacquer, resin, quinine and 
valuable timber. Pineapple, lychee, rambutan, bai. watermelon and 
mango proliferate. Fruit and vegetable canning are important industries 
for the locai and export markets. Other Important cash crops are 
COCOnut, pepper tobacco, sugarcane, reed, jute, cotton and mulberry. 
Fisheries are also weli developed with aqua-culture providing much 
fish and shrimp as well as the traditional products of fish sauce, físh 
paste, dried cuftlefish and drted fish. 


10.Manufacturing mdustries are starting to expand. Heavy industries js 


concentrated in the north with steel and cement plants, as well as food 
processing, canning and textile factories. The country's main exports 
are rice, timber, coal, coffee, tea, rubber, provessed meat and crade oil. 
lmports consist of ơii products and fertilisers. Tourism is increasing 
rapidly as the Infrastructure improves and travelling becomes easier. 
Now that the country 1s at peace and able to benefit from overseas 
investment and technologtes; tts economy !s expected to follow the 
growth path of Its Ástan neighbours. 

(From "The Land and People", 


HH. WHILE-READING 


1. Decide whether the following statemerits are true (T) or false (F) 


T/F 
T/F 


1, Vietnam's geographical position has affected its war-torn history. 
2. Most of the land ín Vietnam 1s fertile and good for agriculture. 


T/F 3. Many Vietnamese writers like the country's shape of a bamboo pole 
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with a large rice basket on either end. 


T/F_ 4. Vicuianrs land area is only a quarter of íts tofal terriLOry. 

T/F_ 5. Water transport has played an tImporfant role in Vietnam. 

T/F_ 6. The climate m Vietnarm is diverse because of its đifferenf latitudes 
and altitudes. 

T/ï 7. Monsoons play an important patt  determining the weather In 
Vietnam. 

T/F_ §.1tralns more in Central Vietnam than in other regions. 

T/F_ 9. Agriculture ís the foundatton of Vietnam's economy, 

T/ F I0. Tourism is growing rapidly thanks to better infrasưueture and 
travellinp faeilities, 


2. Fach paragraph coyers one aspeet of the topic. Read the text again and 
find out the fopic sentence, then underline the key words that express the 
main idea of each paragraph. 


3. Answer the following qucsfions 


|. Vietnam Is shapned iike an "S”. Wlhiat do people Lien thịs shape 1o? 

2. Whiat are some main features of Vietnam as a country2 

3. Why are there clcar cultural differences between the nortl, thẻ centre 
artd the southt of Vietnam? 

+, What makes boaUng tradiLions strong and water transpOort Irtportant ín 
Vietnam? 


3. Why Is Vietnam expanding manufacturing industrles? 


1H. POST-READING 


1. Passape for gap-filling 
tHÍ cách gƒ the HitHĐere( hanHks HH the ƒullovuing passage 8h only ONE 
Ihord, 


Vietnam occupies a laud (1)....................... of 329,566 sq. km and measures 
1,750 km from Is northtern (2).......................-- with China to Hs southernmost tip 


1] 


đt0thezSouth: ChínarSea: Í. 1568) :ccssasi. S08 on the west by Laos and 
Cambodia, and the South China Sea in the south and east. Íts landscape is 
dommated m the north by the Red River which runs east {4)................... 
Hanol down iInto the GuÌf of Tonkin at the port of Hai Phong. In the south, the 
Mekong River flows into the (Š).......................c.e. Íftom Carabodia, throngh the 
great Mekong (6).....................south of Ho Chỉ Minh City and into the South 
China Sea. The rest oÍ the country ¡s relatively level except for the 
mountainous regions in the north - west and in the cemtral highlands. 


Vietnam has two cHmates. The southem and central (7)........................ aV€ a 
tropical climate with warm and (§8)..............................- weathcr throughout the 
year, The temperate north has a đistinct (9).................................-.----<5 Season 
(November to January). Average (10)........................... rainfall is about 223 cm. 


Vietnams population sfands at around 7§ miHion. The average population 
H2 ni: is 217 persons per sq. km, with a heavier (12)................... Ín 
the south. Population (13).................. averages 2.3 percent a year. Eiphty- 
eight percent of the people are of (I4)............................ (Vietnamese) descent; 
the rest of the population comprises (1)............................ such as ethnic 
Chinese, Hmongs, Khmers, Chams, Muonss, Thais, etc. 


2. Timed reading 
ECOLOGY AND ENVIRONMENT 


1. Vietnam's environrment ¡is not ín the worst of shape, but there are 
troubling signs. Because Vietnam is a densely populated agricultural 
country, humans offen compete head-on with native plants, animals for 
the same reSOUTCeS. 


2. Deforestation is perhaps the most serious problem. Oripinally, almost 
the whole of Vietnam was covered with đense forests. Since the arrival 
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of the first human beings many millennia ago, Vietnam has been 
prog;essively denuded of forest cover. As a result, each hectare of land 
đenuded of vegetation contributes to the flooding 0 areas downstream 
from water catchimeut areas, irreversible soil erosion (upland soils are 
espccially fragile), the silting up of rivers, sfrearms, lakes and 
rcservoirs, loss ofŸ wIld-HHfe habitat and unpredictable climatic changes. 


.-_For many years, Vietnam has had an active reforestaito programine In 


which Ho Cli: "tinh himself is said to have taken a keecn imferest. 
Cutrently, about 1,600 sq. km ïs planted with some 500 million trees 
cach year, The Ministry of Education has made the planting oŸ trees 
and taking care of trees by pupils part of the currieulum. However, 
evei a( thỉs rate, reforesfation s not keeping up with the forest losses. 
In 1992, Vietnam announced the banning of unprocesscd timber 
€Xpoït. 


Vietnam has an Interesting wildlife, but ï1 ¡s rapidly đisappearing. The 
cause 1s msfly destruction of wildhfe habitai thiough hunling, 
poaching and pollution. 


‹_ Vietnam has so far suffered litle industrial pollution largely because 


there are tot mrany industries to do the poiluting. HÍowever, the natloni's 
rapid economic and population growth ridicate environmental troubie 
ahead, The drarmatic increase in noisy, simoke-spewing moltorbikes 
over the past few years should be taken as an addition of looming 
pollution problems. 

(From "2 Lonely Planet”) 


Choosec the besf 15s:uer 
I. Vietnan†s enviroren†................. 


A.is 0ì a very bad state €. ¡s the worst ín the world 
ở. doesttt have any problem at all D. ¡s lacing troubling signs 


2. Land đenuded of vepetation............................ 

A, Causes serious effects €, results in floods 

B. makes upland soils fragtle D. affects wild life and cltmate 
3. The reforestation prograrnme 1n Vietnam......................---- .:‹-v+-- 

A. 15 camied out by the Ministry of Education 

B. is the øgovernmenfs policy 

€, 1s the ban on ttimber exports 

D. has covered I,600 sqa km 
4. Many spccies oŸ animals ín the Íorests...........................-.- 

A. are in the đanger of extinction €. are being hunted 

B. suffer from environment pollution D. have no where to live 
5. Industrial polution is.. 

Á. asS€riOUS HẺGbIEHiI ín 0Wieliom 

B. not a serious problem at present but could be Jn the future 

C. caused by the nation's rapid eeonomic growth 

Ð. the result oŸ an icrease ín motorbikes 


3. Translate into Vietnamese 
1. Vietnam's terriiory encompasses a vast sea area, including a large 


continental shelf and a string of thousands of isiands stretching from 
the Tokin Gulf to the Gulf of Thailand. 


2. Vietnam ts a land endowed with great physical beauty and diversity. 


đan ơn na 0t nang 


Đi 


Some eeographers have likened thẻ country 1o a set of scales, the north 
and the south constituting two balancIing baske(s of rice supphcd by 
rich đeÌtas of the North's Red River and the Sout's Mekong. 


co 


SP" g* I0 PP PP H094 10821210494 09%9e 4 k4444004®0094/140072/ 9000 1% 0 vn HỢ BI HT KH Đ G490914009914090149481489408 


Tropical forests cover around 40 percent of the country and contain 
more than 700 plant species, constituting a rịch source of 0iÌs resins, 
prectous woods, industrial tìmbcr and medictnal planis. 


Miuch of the country was sprayed with chemical defoliants, such as 
Agent Orange, during the years of the American involvement in the 
war. The resulting contamination to the food chain was devastating. 


HH BH T4 BÀ 9900 0400644044008403040140000189084Đ09S1656404908409409404084020094040409019990940944041415408490940444424084c. 16 


4. Spcaking 
Discuss these questions with your fiiends: 


JỆ 


te 


Why do you think the lanđ and the sea that form the country of 
Vietnam have an :ntepral role tn the shaping of its people? 

What other natural resources have nọt been rnentioned ín the reading 
text? 

Why are heavy indusiries concentrated mm the north? 


5. Writing 
Write a summary of what you have read about the geography of Vietnam in 
about 200 words. 
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UNIT2 


SKETCHES OF ANCIENT VIETNAMESE HISTORY 


I PRE-READING 
In this lesson, you will learn about a part of early Vietnamese history. Before 
we start the lesson, discuss the following issues with your friends. 


1. 
2. 
SÀN 


Where do the Vietnamese come from? 
On what basis do the Vietnamese claim their 4,000 year history? 
Do you know anything about An Duong Vuong`s accession to the throne? 


Reading text 


l 


THE AU LAC KINGDOM 

While the Lac Viet became organised on the plains and in coastal repions, 
they maintained interchanges with the Tay Au (or Au Viet who lived im 
the mountain regions of the presenf-day Viet Bac, and also in some parfs 
of presenf-day Kwangsi in China). The Tay Au were the ancestors of the 
Tay, Nung, and Choang, who now live in nonthern Vietnam and southern 
China. They made up a federatton of tribes, whose cenftre was in present- 
đay Cao Bang province. Wars also broke out from †tune to trme between 
the Tay Au and Lac Viet. 


. Towards the end of the 3“' century BC, King Thuc Phan of the Tay Áu 


defeated the last of the Hung kings and merged the territories of the Tay 
Au and the Lac Viet to form the kingdom of Âu Lac ím the year 258 BC. 
He took the royal ttle oŸ Án Dương and set up an embryonic siate, with a 
court and an arny which was, according to tradition, several hundred 
thousand strong. The territory of Au Lac comprised present-day northern 
Vietnam down to the Hoanh Son spur, excluding ti mountainous areas 


south of the Red River and mountainous western parts of Thanh Hoá and 
Nghe An provmees. 


. After his victory over the Hung, King An Duong transferred the capital 
from the hilly replons to the plains, to Co Loa (ahout 20 kHometres from 
present-day Hanoi), Co Loa citade† is the most Important historical relic 
from aneient Vieinam, ÌL coInprises thrce rings of walls, the outer tỉng 
measuring about §,000 ¡neters ín length, with walls 12 meters thick 
(25 meters at the base) and 3-4 meters high. The carth walls were 
protecled by baked carth ramparts in somec piaces, by deep, wide mmoals 
linked to the FÍioang Giang River, and by watchtowers and other defences. 
In 1959, ata site 300 meters Tom the soutliern rarmparts, a stoek of several 
thousand bronze arrow heads was unearthed. Soon alter these were 
điscovered, in 1966, three bronze ploughshares were found. 


. Co Loa citadel was a very important work of defence builL using 
sophisticated techniques. Any assauli from outsíde would run into a 
complex series of defensive installations. Communication between the 
ciadel and lecal rivers tmade 1C possible to combine land and water 
operations. The volume of earth moved in order to build the citadel was 
about 2 million cubic meters. 


. 1h consiructon of the cjitadel was probably not all plain sailing; the 
people pressed into service to build ít must have risen In revolt many 
times. Legend has ít that “demons” đisrupted the building work until the 
Golden Tortoise genie came and offered his help. When the citadel was 
conmipleted, the genie presented the king with a magic claw which, used as 
a tripger on a crossbow, would give it devastating power against any 
cnemy. 


- The size of Co Loa and the presence of significant stocks of bronze 
arrowheads point to the existence of a professional army and ai embryonic 
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state apparafus. The Âu Lae kingdom was created ai the neak of the 
Bronze Age around the 3” cemury BC. We have seen above how 
agricultuire and handicrafs had flowered, presupposing a relatively 
complex division of labour. 


. What was the nature of the state and society in the kingdom of Au Lac? 


Opinion is divided among Vietnamese historians. Some think that Âu Lác 
socledy was a sfate with slaves, a fÍamly sophisticated economie 
organisation, and a well- developed regular army, as evidenced by the 
Co Loa citadel and the stocks of arrowheads. Inter-tribal wars are thought 
to have supplied most of the slaves who served as domestic servanfs, 
participated in agricultural and handicrafi work, or were employed in the 
builđìing of large defence works. The primitive commune remained soltd, 
however, although some of 1ts members may have becorne sÌaves. 


. Other scholars, while admitting the existence of slaves in Au Lac society, 


think that, in the main, tt was not a slave one; production forces, although 
relattvely developed, were not yet suffcient to allow the emergence of a 
really exploifative e]lass or a class-based state. One should not be fooled by 
the terms used at the time to desipnate the “king”, the “nrobility” and 
“finctionartes”". Works such as dykes and fortresses could have been buIlt 
even by primitive commune. By and large, Au Lac society remained on 
where the primitive commune, albeít on the way to disintegrafion, was 
predominant. 


Ít must be said that nether thesis ¡s definmtively supported by 
archaeological research and the documentary evidence amassed far. Á 
number of facts seem to confirm the slave ivpothesis, but øgivye no precise 
indication as to the way 0Ý lifề and numbers of people in the ruling elass¿s 
and slaves, the economic, political and legal relationships bctween hẻm, 
and the functioning of the state. Research and archaeological excavations 


are still continuing, and we hope that more facts wilÍ emerge to shed lipht 
on this mportant nerlod of Vietnamese history. 


I0 A well-established and crucial fact ¡is that towards the cend of the I* 


millennium BC, there appeared a unique and vigorous civiization, 
especially in the deltas and surrounding areas, which was soon to be 
conlronted by a decisive challenge: confrontatton with Chinese feudal 
cxpansion. The greatest proof of is strenpth and uniqueness is that ¡t díd 
not allow 1fself to be assimilated, and following a long res(stance, was to 
become an independent natlonal culture. 

(From “"Vielnam - Á Long History") 


IL WHILE READING 


1. Read (the text and write down the main idea of cach paragraph 


‡blr:lág:L0) BS ESS Sẽ 

Paragraph 2.............. 

Paragraph 3.......... 

Paragraph 4........ 

Paragraph 5................. 

Paragraph 6............... 

Paragraph 7............. 

IEiE14K is." an... 

|; 1t .1241:15)] vét ra 00 01 ca 
ParaErapHiUii. ii... 0E cuc cicirssetrsies 


2. Answer (he following questions: 


1: 


What happened in northern Vietnam and southern China before the 3'° 
century BC? 
What happened at the end of the 3” century BC in the area? 


._ Why Is Co Loa citadel considered the rnost tportant historic relic from 


ancient Vietnam? 
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4. How ¡s the shape of Co Loa citadel described? 

5, Why do people say the citadel of Co Loa was a very Important work of 
đefence? 

6. Why was the construction oŸ Co Loa citadel not all plain sailing? 

7. What was the nature of the state and socrety In Au Lac Kingdom? 

§.  What is another poïnt of view on the nature of Au Lac Kingdom? 

9. What were the labour forces in Au L.ac society like? 

10. What are the most distinguishing nh of the Au Lae Kingdom? 


HI. POST READING 


1. Passage for gap-filling 
FHH cach 6ƒ the nHIHbered blanks with only ONE word. 


THE HỨNG KINGS AND THE KHNGDOM OF VAN LANG 


Archaeological discoveries, especially the unearthing of a (1)................0f 
Neolithic sites along the Red River between Phu Tho province and the 
(2)...............of Hanoi, legends recorded :n historical annals, and observations 
in 3)................ Chinese books have supplied fairly precise(3)............... $ 
which tallies closely on the beginning of Vietnamese history. 


Early Chinese histortans used the term Bach Viet (The Hundred Yues) to 


designate (5)........living south of the Yangtze River. Thís was in fact a 
Ø€neric term covering various (6}......... øroups, among them the Lac Viet, 
who lived on the plains and coastal (7?)..........oŸ present-day northern Vietnam 


and (8)........ Of present-day Guangdong province in China. 


The Lac Viet then comprised 15{9)................ , cạch with a Íixed area of 
habitation. They practised rice-growing ín flooded (10)............ , tattooed their 
bodies with images of aquatic animals, chewed betel, lacquered their tecth 
black, and pounded rice using hand-pestles. 
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A series of signiflcam legends relate to thĩs (I])............ Lord Lac Long 
Quan married Au Co, who bore him 100 sons. Ôn day he said tò hịís wiÍe : "Ì 


an a (12).........;you are a fairy. We can ”t remam together”. He took 50 of his 
sons with him to the (13)......... and coastal regions, while the others followed 
ther mother to the (14)......... One of Lac Long Quan”s sons ínherited hịs 


throne and was the founder of a dyunasty of 18 ruiers kaown as the Hung 
kings. Legends put the beginning of the Hung (15)......... as carly as 4,000 
YÈd4rS 0O. 


2. Tỉmed reading 
HHHGEY,,uố- X§:s. 


THE RISE AND FALL OTF THE NORTHERN VIETNAMESE 
DYNASTIES 


With the downfall of the Tang dynasty in China at the end of the 10” century, 
the Vietnamese started to exert their independence and several short-]ived 
dynasties came and went. Each ruled independentiy of the Chỉinese but 
recognised itself as a vassal state and sent a trienmral tribute. The Ly dynasty, 
which lasted ffom I010 (o 1225, fough( and gamed true independence and 
also pushed the Champa kingdom in central Vietnam further South. 


During this reign, Đuddhisn fiourished and monks held high political 
posIIons and acted as the kíing's advisors. but the last of the Ly kings had no 
Imnale heir and political turmoi] followed his đeath, resulting ín the emergence 
Of the Tran dynasty, best known for ifs successful struggle against the Mongol 
conqueror, Kublai Khan. lÝ was troubled with internal problems, being 
harassed from the South by the Champa and from the north by the Chinese. 
The Chinese called northern Vietnam “Annam”, meaning “The Pacified 
South”, and ¡t again became a vassal state tơ the Ming dynasty of China and 
was under its drect control from 1406 to 1427. 
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Still regarded as a hero in present-day Vietnam, Le Loi helped create the 
golden age of Vietnamese dynasties, the Later Le dynasty (1427-1789), 
During this reign, the Champa Kingdom in the south was virtually wiped out 
while, intermally, the administrative system was reformed. Traditional 
Vietnamese culture flourished, replacing Chinese ldeas, For instance, 
: traditional Vietnamese law was used once again instead of the Chinese legal 
system. Vietnamese literature became popular, although Confucianism was 
still dorninart ïn the upper sfrata of socicty. 


Later, the Trinh and Nguyen families from the north and south, respectively, 
became very strong and ruled through the weaker Le Loi monarchs. In the 
south, the Mekong delta area, up to the Gulf of Thailand, was annexed from 
the Khmers and ín the early IS00s, parts of Cambodia and Laos had to accept 
Vietnamese sovereignty for a short period. 


Choose the besf qHSMeF+ 


1. With the downfall of the Tang đynasty in China at the end of the I0 
century, Vietnam.............. 
A. stil dịd not have inđependencc 
B. became independent but this did not last long 
C, became an independent state of several dynasties 
Ð. had several short-lived dynasties 


2. During this period the Vietnamese dynasties had to send trtbutes to 
GHI số... Nào. 
Á. every year 
B. every tWO years 
C. every three years 
D. every four y€ears 


3. The Ly dynasty had to fight against....................... 
A. China 
B. the Champa Kingdom 
Œ. China and the Champa Kingdom 
D. neither China nọr the Champa Kingdom 
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4. The Tran dynasty took over the Ly kings because........... 
A. there was political đisorder in the country affer the lạt Ly king” death 
B. the list Ly Kin;: nad no heir 
€, the last Ly ki¿g ha no sơn and there was turmoil in the country afÑter 
his death 
D. ¡t defeated the Mongol Conqueror Kublai Khan 


3. During the Later Le dynasty.... 
A. the Champa Kingdom hai ton move eto the south 
B. the govermment made use ofthe Vietnamese traditional law 
€C. Confuictanism Íost its popularity in Vietnam 
D. therc had not been any reform ïn the ađministrative system In Vietnam 


3. Translate into Vietnamese 


1. Towards the end of the 3” cemtury B.C, King Thuc Phan of the Tay Au 
deteated the last of the Hung Kings and merged the tetritories of the Tay Au 
and Lac Viet to form the kingdom of Áu I.ac in the year 258 B.C, 


2. Co Loa citadel was a very importan work of defence buiHt using 
sophisticated techniques. Any assault from outside would run imto a complex 
series Of defensive Installations. 


———--ˆ.ˆ.............. (Ác 


3. When the citadel was completed, the Golden Tortoise gemie preserted the 
Kïng with a magic claw whích, used as a trigger on a crossbow, would give ït 
devastating power against any enemy. 


Đi n mm mm mÌN Hi HH g GP g0 800 00094 2 09.0 4% G04: 216 4c 0m 4 mi in 0Á ĐÁ it Hit im ch HH g0 00 000 9 tớ Có Hi vá ng BI g Rớ KỊP HP ĐH 0900400 400808 


4. What was the nature of the state and society in the kingdom of Au Lac? 
Opinion is divided among Vietnamese historians. 


T002 122122220 lllnnnnn nh hinh 011012102010 iilin 0i in na nan 0...1... 


“âmàôknmnennsnmsneoennmaseseesesieeeketsesadeeseldeavelsedeoseomabesedôesnolbsebeletatleheeeesesedebesen0205006094660400404040600060840046 


Š. Research and archaeological excavations are sti[l continuing, and we hope 
that more facts will emerge to shed light on thịs Imporfant period of 
Vietnamese hisfory, 


dÓnU 4. 4/204 hi Bo By Áo P694 h4 BA GIÊGKIPNG A4440 R4 PA À+HÀ4H+400494419000009050100099094040940949440812444040/465244 140081840 


4. Speaking 


Discuss this question with your friends; 
- What makes Vietnam a strong country? 


5, Writing 


WritE a summary of the formation process of Áu Lac Kingdom in about 200 
words. 
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UNIT 3 


THE GLORIOUS RESISTANCE AGAINST THE MONGOLS 


I. PRE-READING 

In this lesson, you will learn about our nation's victory at Bach Dang River in 
the resistaice war against the Mongols. Đefore we start the lesson, discuss the 
following issues with your frientds: 


Con ayt2 TH TS 


Wien dịd the resistance against the Mongols take place? 

'Who was the supreme cornmander of the resIistance? 

Where did the dđecIsive battle take place? 

What ¡s the tmportance of Bach Dang victory in the history of 
Vietnam? 


Reading text 


BACH DANG VICTORY (1288) 


At the beginning of the 13* century, Gengis Khan, having unified 
Mongolia, started a war of conquest against China. In 1253, Kublai 
congquered the Dai Ly kingdom (now Yunam province), thus reaching 
the Vietnamese frontier, The Mongols đemanded passage through Dai 
Viet mm order to attack the Sung from the south (1257), but the Tran 
refused. ÁA Mongol army invaded Dai Viet, smashed its defence and 
seized the capital Thang Long, whích was put to the sword and burnt to 
the ground. The Tran king left the capital, which was abandoned by its 
inhabitants. The Mongol army were not able to obtain food and fared 
badly in the tropical clinrate. ÀA Vietnamese counter-offensive drove it 
out of the capital. Eventually, they had to retreat. Ìn retreat the enemy 
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was attacked by local partisans from an ethnic minority group living in 
Phu Tho region. Thịs was the first Mongol defeat. 


. Ởnce they had became the overlords of China, the Mongols grew more 


and more demanding towards Dai Viet. Despite concessions by the 
Tran, the Mongol court remained intransigent, dreaming of conquering 
both Dai Viet and Champa. Relations between the two counirles 
remained tense, and the Mongol envoys behaved with arrogance at the 
Tran court Bụt the Tran were not inactive and made serious 
preparations for the country's defence. 


. King Tran Nhan Tong Wwas aware of the enerny's strategy. Ás early as 


1282 he had assembled and consulted all the princes and high-ranking 
đignitaries on the action to be taken, their unanimous response was fo 
fight. At close of 1283, ail princes and dignitaries were ordered to put 
ther troops under the supreme command of Tran Hung Dao. Á 
congress of village elders from all over the counrry was convened, and 
the folowing question put to them: “Should we capttulate or figh(?”. Á 
great cry rose from the assembly: "Fight". 


. The Mongols demanded that their troops be allowed to pass throueh 


Dai Viet tetritory for the invasion of Champa. At the close of 1284, 
they crossed the frontter. The Vietnamese force, totalling a mere 
200,000 men was able to withstand the first onslaught. Tran Hung Đao 
ordered the evacuation of the capiral and was asked by the king: "The 
enemy 1s so strong that a protracled war might bríng terrible 
destruction down upon the people. Would ¡t be better to lay down our 
arms to save the population?". The general answered: ”l understand 
your Majesty's humane feelings perfectly, but what would become of 
our ancestors' land, of our forefathers' temples? lf vou want to 
surrender, please have my head cut ofŸ first". The King reassured. 
Hung Dao wrote a handbook on military strategy for his ofÍẨicers' ưse 


and issued a famous appeal which so inspired his men that they had 
tattooed on their amns: "Death to the Mongol". In the villagcs placards 
were pui up cnjoying the population to resist the imvader by every 
possible mecans and, ¡Ÿ necessary, to take refuge in the forests and 
mounitains and continue the struggle. 


.- In late 1287, Thuat Hoan (Kublafs son) again crossed the frontier with 
300,000 men while a Mongol Ileet of 500 vessels headed of the 
Vietnamese coast. The Tran King apain left the capital. The Mongol 
general Ó Ma Nhí sen hím this warning: "Even ¡f you fled to the sky 
ld go after you. d pursue vou 1o the bottom of the sea, JÌ necessary". 
The Mongol sought to occupy more and more territory, but found only 
deserted areas around them. The ínvading army ran short of supplies. 
Thoat Hoan ordered the capital set on fire, then withdrew north of the 
Red river. Thoat Hoan was toÌld by his generals: "We have no more 
citadels left, no more food, the sfrategic passes have been lost. We'd 
better withdraw”, The Aiongol retreat was cffected by land through 
Lang Son and by sea, the fleet sailing down the Bach Dang River. 


. Tran Hung Dao used Ngo Quyens old stratagem, Iron tipped stakes 
plamted at the mouth of the river, General Pham Ngụ Lao was sent to 
Lang Sơn 10 guard the mountam passes, Tran Hung Đao hnself took 
the bulk of the troops across the Hoa river (Kien An province) and 
launched a big offensive. When crossing the river, Hung Dao publicly 
swore the following oath "If the Mongols are not defeated, we wilÍ not 
re-Cr0SS thịs river". 


. _Át high tide, the Mtongol fleet sailling down the Bach Dang river was 
engaged by a smaif Vietnamese fleet which soon retreated. Ma Nhữs 
ÍOrces were pursuing ít when Tran Hung Dao's army turned up, The 
Mongol fieet made a hasty retreat buụt by this time the tide was ebbing 
and the Mongol junks broke up on thịe iron tipped stakes. O Ma Nhi 


“2l 
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was taken prisoner, and 100 of hís junks were destroyed and another 
400 captured. Thoat Hoan was terrified on learmning the news, and 
hurriediy withdrew. His troops were decimated during their retreat. 
This was the third Mongol defeat. Ín late 1288 the Tran King wiscly 
sent a mission to China to negotiate, offering tribute to the Mongol 
court. la 1293, he handed the captured generals and officers. The 
Chinese court wanted more than this formal recognition of suzerainty 
but its demands were not accepted. In 1293 the Mongols began 
organising another expedition but Kublai died im 1294 and his son 
Timour abandoned the project. The new ruler established friendly 
relations with Dai Viet, whích contnued to pay tribute annually to the 
Mongol court. 


._ The prineipal reason for the victory over the Mongols was the strength 


Of socio-econornic system established unđder the Ly and Tran and the 
successful military policy followed by Tran command. The monarchy 
and ruling class had promoted the development of agriculture and 
instituted a peasant-soldier system so that when a war occurred, the 
whole nation united around its chiefs, each man became a combataïi. 
Ethnic minority chieRains in mountainous regiorts also contributed to 
victory. General Tran Hung Dao never failed to seek thể šuoport OÝ the 
people ¡n his fight against an army super!or ín numÐers aud armaments 
and used appropriate strategy and tactics. He wiHingly left towns, and 
even the capital where necessary, avoided combat when the enemy was 
too strong, and resolutely took the offensive when the cireumstances 
were favourable. The fierce determination of his command galvanised 
the ren. 

(From "Vietnam - A Long Histor'") 


H, WHILE-READING 
1. Decide whecther the following sfatemenfs are true (T}) or false (F) 


T/F I. The single reason for the first Mongol defeat was theïr food shortage. 

T/F 2. The Dien Hong congress was convened at the beginning of the 13th 
C€ntury. 

T/F 3. The Tran king's army was driven out of the capital in late 1287, 

T/F 4. The Bach Dang was the site oŸ the battle when the Mongols entered 
Dai Viet, 

T/F 5. The battle took place when the tide was ou( and the Mongols were 
sailting up the TIver, 

T/F 6. Atter the first Mongol defeat relations between Dai Viet and Mongoi 
were Inproved. 

T/F 7. Tran Hung Dao was ready to have his head cut off to save the peoplc. 

T/F 8. The Vietnamese fleet attacked the Mongols, when the tide was out. 

T/F 9. The victory over the Mongols was as a result of Ngo Quyers old 
stratagems used by Tran Hung Dao. 

T/F 10. The fourth Mongol Invasion was stopped due to Kublat's death. 


2. Answer (he following questions 
!. Was it easy for the Mongols to occupy Dai Viet for the first time? Why? 
2. Why dịd the Tran decide to leave the capital? 


3. How dịd King Tran Nhan Tong prepare for the resistance against the 
Mongols? 


4. How đdid Tran Hung Dao defeat the Mongol army on the Bach Dang River? 
$. What was the reason for the victory over the Mongols? 
6. What was General Tran Hung Dao' military strategy and tactics? 


1H. POST-READING 


1. Passape for gap-filling 

KH each öoƒ the nambered blanks in the following passage míth only ONE 
word from the following: 

(reimory, generdl, ntuÌberry, mìnd, piiaging, chess, roofs, vicforp, visit, 
relies, twasion, fire, take, defeat, short, weqDon) 


TRAN HÙNG ĐAO'S MILITARY POLICY 


Shortly before Tran Hung Dao đied in 1300, King Tran Anh Tong, on a 


(0M ƯSE- to the general, asked hmn, "What should you đo ïn the event of a 
neW (2}.......................... Tom the North?" Hung Dao replied: "The enemy 
0)“. on numbers. To oppose the long with the (4)....... there In hes 
our skill. IÊ the enemy (9)......... violent rush forward, like (6).........and 
tempest, ï† is easy to (7)......... hím. But ifƒ he shows patience, like sHkworm 
nibbling at the (8)....... leaf, ¡fƒ he proceeds without haste, ref7ains from 
pillaging, and does not seek a quick (9)..........., then we mui choose tie best 
(10).............anđ effective tactics, as ín (11)..........pame. The Army must be 
united and øf one (12)....... like ftather and son. I( ¡is essential to 
(13)............the people with humanity, so as to strike deep (H4)...........and 
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ensure a lasting base”. Even since then the (Š)............of Tran Hung Dao has 
been honoured at the Kiep Bac temple. 


2, Time reading 


lỗ 


kh? do mannmsaeesssme 


ĐIEN BIEN PHU BATTLE 


In November I953 Vietnamese forces attacked in the north-west, 
liberating the provincial capital of Lai Chau. The French command was 
compclled to send relief forces to thís region, and on 20 November, 
Navarre ordered the parachuting of six battalions into Dien Bien Phu, 
an isolated base deep in the forests of the north-west. He thought he 
could wittdraw the Vietnamese forces Into a trap at Dien Bien Phụ. 


. Between the plains, wliere the supply bases of Vietnam forces  were 


located, and Dien Bien Phu lay 500 kilometres of exposed track across 
mountains and through forests, bombed wtthou( respite by the French 
aIr force. Food and ammunition were carrled on backs, bicycles and 
boats, and sometiines by trucks. In addition, Dien Bien Phu is a vallcy 
surrounded by mountain peaks over 1,000 meters high; artillery had to 
be hauled up. Supnly and tactical issues reinained difficult problers 
for the Vietnamese command. In February the FreneÌi camp received a 
visit from JS General Ó' Daniel who declared himself "enthusiastic" 
about the prospect for the battle. On 12 March the French command, 
still optimistic, ordered new uniis to be landed on the central Vietnam 
froni at Qui Nhon as a part of Operation Atlaime. 


. Ơn 13 Mfarch, the Vietnamese command ordered an attack on one of 


the ouler posHtons at Dien Bien Phu, Him Lam. The French were 
caught unaware, as they never believed i† was possibfe to haul big 
artillery pieces up rugged peaks and camoufflage them perfectly. 
Within a few hours. The position was taken. Ơn ¡4 March, the second 
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outer position, Doc Lap, fell. On 17 March the third position, Ban Keo 
garrison, surrendered. AII the outer defence posts north artd north-west 
of the camp had been captured, 


. Ôn 30 March, the Vietnamese launched a second offensive aimed at 


taking the heights defending the castern part of the central sector. 
These were the key defensive positions. Towards míđ April, the 
Vietnamese line had reached the central airfield where supplies for the 
camp were dropped. The enemy launched fierce but unsuccessful 
counter - attacks In an aftempt to reattach ¡(. A good part of the food 
and ammunition parachuted in by the French fell inside the Vietnamese 
lines. 


. Ôn ] May, the third phase of the offensive began. The AI and C] 


heights, as well as other posttions, were overrun. Ôn the aftemoon of 
May 7, a final attack enabied the Vietnarnese forces to seize the enemy' 
command post and capture the entire garríson including General De 
Castries, They raised a white flag and surrendered. That night, the 
gamison in the southem sector was captured, Not a single enemy 
so]dier was able to escape. The French lost thetr best units at Dien Bien 
Phu: 16,000 men altogether including one general. l6 colonels and 
1/749 other officers. The defeats at Dien Bien Phu and ¡n the winter- 
Spring campalgns compeiled the French governrnent to sue for peace. 


. Thus, after nine years of war French imperialism was compelled to 


admit the futility of ¡fs atternpts fo re-conquer Vietnam. In regard to 
our victory, General Vo Nguyen Giap, commander in chief of the 
people's army, said, "Our people and army have defeat a powerful and 
well-equipped enemy becaúse our compatriots and our troops were 
motivated by a firm determination", 

( From "Vietnam-A Loa History“) 


Coniprelienston check 


In which paragraph can you find 

(....) Ì. The Erench military purpose at Đien Bien Phu. 

(....) 2. The Vietnamese difficulties and theit preparations for the decisive 
batile. 

{....) 3. The French losses. 

(....)4. The development of the decistve offensive. 

{(....) 5. The reasons of the vtctory at Dien Bien Phu. 


kim throuiph the text and fTd the main idea ƒor each paragraph 


Pard | C c0 y0 00 11001100/1112007 00016.100.517 02 7121x105 712/010) 1 15x s 0X 
TT ĐI t 1n: cac bến t1 01 7117:2680 n re tr. HH h ề 2 si 125G BS rvi75378 3.7 
PAFaOS on co lo co ái TU uc 0002101147006. 02 yry 
th S0 cớ 6 ốc ga ổn cố vi 
DA nh án in TT Than nh 


3. Translate into Vietnamese 


l. “I believe that ín the present era, no Irrperialist, however powerful it 
nay be, and no iinperialist general, however talented he may be, can 
defeat a people, even weak and smaill, wlio khow t0 rise up resolutely 
and unite in the struggle along the right political and military path". 


TH TT 21.10... 10.1... 11.1.1011. .1. 
..... ĐÓ 2T n2 004 04 ti GP ND G4 BA HÓA ĐI km nữ kim HH BH ng 0200 0070590008090 919 se ng 1.1. c1 940140091090319400990147404094047401010909401040089094440 
—......... cố. co vn tin n dc HH SH GP G04 90099/ 072000090090109141444448404084408404%41404 21 


VY TH In m t N Ị N In In g BỊ KH GÀ kiên có Hot 4. hon cá nÊt HH nhi im min mi Am ch đc tin HH m4 mAn đề Đề Ki BH HỆ KG Em Km HA F2 02.0 909402 m4 8 má 6 


2. Qur experience has shown that no illusion should be harboured as to 
the goodwll† of the ímperialists. 


LG HH 2.0... 0...0... 0...0... 1...0... 1/01... Ì 


TH ni ni. 0...1... 1...1... 1.111.111... 
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3. People should not be overawed by the power of modern weapons. Ït is 
the value of human beins, which, ¡n the end, will decide victory, 


VY n3 Hi ni 0V 0V Hà vở ng VI GIANG 9.1900 B290 9609994009009009%9929091904094900170012409081246 1244k 


RA PA HA RA RA ĐA ĐA 4644904448464 060% 0g há (À0 0giệm mụn ? hà Am đánh I4 HA Đó in NA h ĐÁ tả ki ĐA g SH g094/0440494 00k hà hat 


4. After nine years of war, French imperialism was compelled 1o admit 
the ñHiHty of its aifempt to re-conquer Vietnam. 


0 ÔÔÔÔÔÔ Ôn... 0...0... //0/0/////.. 00 00Ô0Ô 


0000000000... 0Ô 0Ô ÔÔ000ÔÔÔÔ (0Ô Ô 


5. The noose was mercilessly tightened around the base supphed by 
airlift. 


4. Speaking 
Discuss these questions with your Ñiends: 
1. What do you think are the main reasons for our victory on the Bach 
Dang river? 
2. What ¡s the sipmificance ofthe Bach Dang victory? 


5. Writing 


Write a short account of the Bach Dang victory 
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UNH 4 


HISTORY OEF HANOI 


I. PRE-READING 
In this lesson, you will learn about the history of Hanot, BelUre we siari the 


lesson. D2iscuss the following Issuưes with your Eriends: 


lỆ 
2. Where are the reInatns ofthe anctent capital c1y visible in Hanoi? 
XE 
4 


What arc thẻ names given to Hanot and their approximafe time? 


What is Hanoi famous for? 
Who chose the site of Hanoi to be thể capual of Vietram and why? 


Reading text 


tè 


Sa 


In Vjetnam, Hanol is usually writen as two words, Ha meaninp the 
river In reference to the Red River and Noi meaning “the mmner side`, 
Hanoïs history dates back to the Neolithic era when the aneient Viel 
people settted in the Bach Hac and Viet Trí region (present-day Vinh 
Phu province). They setlled at confuence of the Red and Lo rivers at 
the summit öŸ the trianrguliar North Vietiamese Delta. 


In the 3rd century after a bloody decade-long war apainst the Chinese 
Invaders, King Thục Phan founded the State of Au Lac. He ¡nstalled 
his capital at KECHU, the site of the vast spiral citadel of Co Loa (Ớld 
Conch). 


Built on the former site of the ancient efty of Dai La, on the right bank 
GŸ Song Hong (Red River). Hanoi, the historical and political capital of 
unified Vietnam, was the name Emperor Minh Mang gave to the 
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ancient capital of Thang Long founded in 1010 by king Ly Thai To, 
According to legend, on hís arrival in Đai La the King saw an 
enormous golden dragon emerge from the lake and soar into the sky 
above the site of the future capital. Ôn the strength of this he deecided to 
move the capttal from Hoa Lu to Dai La, which he renamed Thang 
Long (Ascending Dragon). Hanoi ”s later less inspired name, Dong 
Kinh (Capital of the East) became Tunguin affter Alexandre de Rhodes 
Latinised writen Vietnamese. The name finally became Tonkin 
courtesy of the French colonial era. 


. After regaining Independence, from the middle of the lôth to the 


beginning of the 1 [th century, Vietnam's more or less brief Ngo, Dinh 
and Le dynasties installed their capitals at Hoa Lu,' 60 miles from 
Hanoi im Ninh Binh province. There it remained, until King Le Thai To 
moved the capital to !ts present site in the spring of 1010, He found the 
surrounding countryside too flat for defence purposes so by royal 
decree dykes and artifictal hills were built. Even today ït ¡is still 
possible to make out the contours of these ancient earth works. 


. Initialy, Hanoi was a small lakeside viliage built on stilts over the To 


Lich River, The royal capital grew from a sunall villape to a town., The 
area between the West Lake and the citadel became the civil city (Kính 
Thanh) where the mandarins, officers, soldiers and general public 
lived. In the heart of this was the Royal City (Hoang Thanh), where the 
royal cour† resided behind high walls. Thịs mncluded the Forbidden CIty 
(Cam Thanh), where the Kings, Queens and concubines Ìived protected 
by a royal guard. Three of the four city gates are stiH visible: the South 
gate, Dai Hung (Prosperity) near the Cua Nam Market; the North Gate, 
Dieu Duc (Wonderful Virtue) by the West lake and the East Gate, 
Tương Phu (Good Omen) near Saill Street (Hang Buom). Only tì: 
West Gate Quang Phục (Great Happiness) has not survived. In 1010 
the centre of the royal city contained eight palaees and three pavilions. 


Eight new palaces were built during 1203 and further additions wvere 
also made in 1203. The Temple of Literature, The One Pillar Pagoda 
and the Tran Quoc Pagoda were built during this ra. Ín 1400 the 
capital was translerred to Thanh Hoa by the Regent Ho Quy Ly, who 
took over from the Tran Dynasty. Hiís capital, Tay Kinh, lasted untíi 
the Le Dynasty restored the capital tœ Hanol in 1428. From the lốth 
century on, few new bulldings were constructed in Hanol. Gia Long 
built a smaller Vauban style citadel, but its walÍs and gafes were torn 
down during the colonial era and all that temain öŸ it today are traces 
Of the flag tower. 


-_ The royal city was destroyed twice ín less than 50 years. First In L7&6 
when King Le Chieu Thong ordered the đdestrucilon oŸ the Trrnh 
Palacc, then in 1820 by Gia Long's son, Minh Mang, who was furious 
at the Chinese Emperor's recogniion of Thang [ong and not Hue as 
the capital. In 1840 Tu Duc had most of the remaining palace 
dcstroyed and :ts valuable contents removed to Hue. Unfbrtunately, the 
combined effects of war, cÏimate, lack of finance and materlals have 
taken their toll on the state of Hanois historical bulldings. Most 0Ÿ 
(sẽ are I a V€TY SOLTY S(AI€, 


Voday, with a population of more than 3,000,000, Hanol has 7 inner 
districts: Hoan Kiem, Hai Ba Trúng, Ba Định, Đong Đa, Thanh Xuân, 
Tay Họ, Cau Giay. TL also incorporates 5 suburban districts: Thanh Tri, 
Gia Lam, Dong Ánh, Tu Liem, Soc Son. The cíty centre has evolved a 
lot since 1955, yet leaviiie Flanof's original character yery much intact, 
preserved  its tradiional pagodas and termnples, colonial architecture, 
tree-line streets, and the ancleni heart öoŸ the olđ town cenftre. The soul 
of the old Thang Long city rests in the ancient town centre, which 
đates from the I5th century when ¡ was regarded as the city of 36 
streets and guilds  Here streeis bear the name of trades and 
conimodities plicd there for generatior!s. 
(rom ”A konclh Pianet”) 
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WHILE - READING 
1. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F) 


T/ F I. Hanoi, Vietnam's capital's name was given ín !010. 

T/ F 2. The heart of the ancient city-royal capital was Kinh Thanh. 

T/ F 3. The royal city was destroyed twice in the [7th and †8th centuries, 
T/F 4. The West Gate, Sonth Gate, and North Gate are still invisible now, 
T/ F 5. The soul ofthe old Thang Long 1s evident In the 36 old streets and 
guilds. 


2. Answer the following questions 


1. When was the capital of Vietnam founded? 


CC... ốc... Go 
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4. Ìn what way are the names of the old 36 streets and guiids attached to 
Hanor's histơry? 
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IH. POST-READING 


ï Passape for gap-filHing 
KHI cach 0ƒ the nuưnbered blanks im the ƒollowing nassage ti only 
OANE word 


HOW MANY STREETS ARE THERE IN HANOI? 


Hanot was, and sHÍI 1s, locally (1).............tO as the cify of Ba Muoi Sau 
Pho Phuong, 36 streets and districts. In fact, there are more-some Ì8§0 of 
them-so the questton (2).....: “Why the number 36”? 


The discrepancy arises from two sources. First of all, the words Pho, 
whiich referred to (3)...........streets and Phuong, meaning districls, which 
referred to both (4)..............guilds and administrative (5)..............helped 
†‡0 cause the Initial confusion. 


Tlis was later compounded by two folk (6)............popular througli the 
country in fhe late I9th century. These both praised the (7)..........OỂ 
Thiang Long, Hanof'S ancienL name, referrig to iL as the city of BA MUOI 
SÂU PHO PHƯUONG, 36 streets and districts, (S}..........at the tine Hanol 
already has more than 60 professional guilds and 40 administrative 
điStTICLS. 


However this misrepresentation was not simply a (9)...... error. Many 
people believed that 36, the exact number of streets n Hanoi from the I5th 
century (ö ¡öðlđ century, Was a hịcky (10)....... and nobody among the 
superstiious Vietnamese, particularly the poets, who further (11)......(heẻ 
đliscrebancy, wanted to change it. 


Tođay, walking throuph the streefs in this ancient heart of the old city, you 
will tĩnd they sHll (12)......the name of the trades and commnodities plied 


In them many (13)....... ago andđ in some the tradition caries on to this day: 
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Cotton, Sail, Rice, Sugar, Vemnicelli (Hang Bun), lute (Hang Gai), 
Jewellers (Hang Bac), Mat (Hang Chieu), Votive Paper (Hang Ma), 
Traditional Medicine (Thuoc Bac) and Grilled Fish (Cha Ca) Streets, but a 
few ofthe 36. 


Thus the name, Ba Muoi Sau Pho Phuong, like the names of the oid streets 
recalling the professional guilds, national (14)...... and heroines, historic 
places and political (E5)...... „ remains unchanged to this day. 


2. Time reading 


CAPITAL ASSET BUT WAR AND TIME HAYE RAVAGED 
THE GLORIES OF HANOBF'S ANCIENT CITADEL 


. You would think that after nearly 1000 years, Hanoi would be crammed 


with physical reminders of its past, but the unfortunate reality is that War, 
invasion and the ravages of time have all but wipes out every thing of 
value, and the little that's left is in đanger of disappearing too. 


. Cnece a quiet and graclous city on a bend of the Red River with many 


lakes and streets, Hanot now bustles with erowds; its CHd Quarter streets 
are choked with traffíc and a square meter of iand cost thousand of 
đollars. 


. Few people tođay are aware that just 100 years ago, Vietnam's highest 


tower and one of the country's architectural treasures stood on the site 
now occupied by the city's main cathedral. Many of the capital's lakes 
have been filed in or reshaped. In fact, the capital landmark of Hoan 
Kiem Lake in the city centre was connected to the Red River. Similarly, it 
{s đifficult to imagine how the royal citadel of Ly, Tran and Le Dynasties, 
with its temples, palaces, pavilions and ornate gates must have looked at 
the height of its splendour. I† is now a wasteland dotted + "ì¡ rung, 


4. According to a Ministry of Culture and Information survey, 80 perceni of 
Hanos historical retnains are in poor repair, but the actual fipure could be 
higher. Some ef !he most sigmificant ruins are located imside the ancient 
citadel, inciuding Doan Mon (the Main Gate), Bac Mon (North Gate), 
Hau Lau (the Princesss PaviHon} and Kinh Thien (The Tempie of 
Heaven). The remains of the wall by Doan Mon øaie are overgrown with 
trees and most of the brickwork has crumbied away. Tiie Iniricate patterns 
that once adorted 1t have all vanished. New buildings have obscured the 
space where Hau Lau stoc:' and is wall too ïs crambling. Bac Mon Gate 
has been cemented up and all that 's lefi of Kinh Thien Temple are 
foundations and a low stone staircase. 


5. Restoraton work began [5 years ago, but limited budgets have prevented 
any nrked improvemeant, In thế Jpast Íive years, city authority have spent 
$3.5m and another $2.5m has been donated by residents, but these 
amounis have proved to be mere drops ín the ocean. Á lack of expeftIse Is 
also ä threaf: restoration ¡s wrongly taken to mean renovation, disiorting 
the tưins original form and ultmately destroying them more 
comprehensively than if they had been left untouciicd. 

(From "The (idde”, March 2000) 


3. Which of the foliowing choices A, B or C most ađequateÌy sums up the 
idea of the whole parapraph? 


I. Paragraph I. 

A. Danger of war, Invaston and lime. 

B. Ways of destroying physical reminders of the past. 

€, The poor and alarming state of physical remains of Hanoi's ancient 
city, 

Paragraph 2. 

A, Hanoï's beauty. 

P3. Annoying changes in the city, 

€, Higb cost of Hanors land, 


rò 
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3. Parapraph 3. 


A. The highest site of Hanoi. 
B. Hoan Kiem Lake's connection tơ the Red Rivet, 
C. Disappearance of historical remains of the past, 


4. Parapraph 4. 


A. Location ofthe ancient city. 
B. Construction of the anecient citadel, 
€. Poor state and repair of the aneient citadel. 


5. Paragraph 5. 


A. Difficulties in restoration work. 
B. Budget spent on restoration. 
C. Threat of restoration. 


4. Translate into Vietnamese 


^A legend, with innumerable variations, sounding like a Vietnarnese 
version of EXCALIBUR, tells of how King Le Thai To received a 
magic sword which he used during hs lŨ years resistance against 
Ming domination (1418-1428). 


An my ng mm mm Hi HH n tị ĐH HH ĐÀ GA ĐÓ g2 ĐI. ĐI 900904000940000109081Đ 50H 0440 9210B26%:44 646 06 ĐÁ BA Đến À9 A4 6404 8Ó ĐÁ 
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. Part of Hanots charm lies in the pagodas, temples and "địnhs" 


(community houses) that you may điscover by chance. šome are stHl 
used for worship althouph others have been transformed ¡into schools 
or meeting places. 
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3. Lẻgend ñas ¡f thai m a dreain King Ly Thai To saw the Goddess Quan 
Am seated on a Lotus leaf offering hìm a male child outstretched arms. 


¬......... Ốc... 


0... ÔÔÔÔ 


4. Vietnam's hịphest tower anđ one of the country's architecturc treasures 
stood on the site tow occupied by the city's main cathedral. 
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3. New buildings have ebscured the space where Hau Lau stood and its 


wall too is crumbling. 


 ÔÔÔÔÔ TT 1221111 in nan n0 an nai 


4. Speaking 


Discuss these questions with your friends: 
I. What should be done lo restore and preserve the historic physical 


rematns of the past? 
2. What are some possible solutions tơ the problems thai Hanoi ¡s facing? 


5. Writing 
Write an account of your visit ¡o Hano!. 
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UNITS 
VIETNAM - POLITICAL LIFE 


L. PRE- READING 
In this lesson we will leam about the politicat hfe in Vietnam. Before we 
start the lesson, discuss the following issues with your friend: 


l. Do you know how many constitutions have been implemented 
since I945 in Vieinam? What are they? 

2. What are the reasons for these changes in Vietnam's legislative 
$ystem? 


Reading text 


THE CONSTITUTION OF THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OE 
VIETNAM 


[. Throuph more than ten years' Implementation of the 1980 Constitution, 
the Vietnamese people had achieved great success ¡in gradually 
restoring the material and technical bases and the national power. At 
the same time, in process of ifs implementation, the constiution 
showed that a substantial part of ¡ts provistons, espccially those 
governing the economic system were Irrelevant because they were 
imbued with obsolete ideas of building a centralised, bureaucratic 
socialism, thus resulting in protracted socio-economic crisis of 1980s, 
The renovation work undertaken by the Vietnamese people since the 
Sixth Congress of the Comrmnunist Party of Vietnam (held in 1986) had 
put to force the urgent demand for a fundamental and comprehensive 
reform of the 1980 Constttution. 


2. The 1992 Drafl Consttution had gone tirough a painstaking 
preparatory precess and had been amended four times by over nine 
million participants in deliberative assemblies. The I992 Consiitution 
retains oniy ten full articles of the 1980 Constitution while reforming 
}15 articles, dronping out two B¡Ìl artieles, adding 23 new ones, and 
almost textually re-writng Chapter l[ dealng wHh thể cconomic 
system, That 1s, In essence, a imaJor adjustment of many rules and 
Instituflons 0ðŸ the 980 ConslttnHion, a4 reconsideraion and re- 
#xamunation of te entire 1980 Constitution in width and ín depth so as 
to meet the requirepent ef the new staøe of the reovation. 


3, The Constitution expresses the aspiration and will of the Vietnamese 
people and reaffirms the ulfimate obJective of socialist consftricuon In 
Vietnam. Moreover, if has pointed out the concrete steps and 
fundamentai measures 1o establish the material and technical bases, to 
take an Important siep towards the reform of the State apparatus in line 
wi: the renovated perception of socialism, the historical 
characferistics and concrete present conditions oŸ Vietnam. 


4. White the 1980 Constitution emiphasised the swïft advance towards the 
socialist national economy based on two key economic sectors; the 
Siale scvior and the co-operatve oie, the New Constitution clearly 
stipulates that the State develops a socialist oriented multi-sector 
€oramodify economy operaiing through matket nechanism unđer State 
manageinent. Production and business enterprises of all the economic 
scctors are cqual under the law. The Vietnamese state siands for the 
exiension of external economic relatlous with all countries and 
international bodies based on the prineiple of respec! for independence, 
sovereipnty, and mutual beneftt: guaranty for legal ownership of 
capltal, properly and other ímterest of foreign organisations and 
Individuals. 
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5. The Constitution confirms that the reform of the State apparatus 1s aim 


at boosting up the efficlency of 1ts managernent, strengthening the legal 
system, further ensuring the genuine mastery of the people, placing 
man with all his fundamental rights, interests and duties af the centre of 
all strategies, plans, policies and all activiies of the State. The 
objective ¡s to build a Juridical state, a genuine state of the people, by 
the people for the people, which should refiect the central idea of 
surrendering all powers to the people through people-elected organs 
and democratic rights directly exercised by the citizen. 


. The constitution stipulates m Article 4: “The Communist Party of 


Vietnam ¡is the force leading the state and society. Al[ party 
0TEanisatlons operate within the framework of the Constitution and the 
[aw". À question which has been emphasised since the six Congress of 
the Communist Party of Vietnam has also been reiterated by the 
Constitution In its preamble: "to institotfonalise the relationship 
between the leadership of the Party, the mastery of the people and the 
management of the State;" The point is †o give full scope to the role of 
the Party as the leader of the political system rather than a substitute 
for the State. The Communist Party of Vietnam considers the question 
0f renovating the content and mode of its leadership as a matter oŸ 
ufmost tmiportance. 


. Along side the Constitution, the Law on the organisaton of the 


National ÀAssembly has also been promulgated, thereby expressing the 
đeterminaton to make it the genuine organ of State pnower. Ĩts 
legislative activities and efficlent supervision over the other Sitate 
bodies wouid be strengthened. The constitution also clearly defines the 
role of the Fatherland Front and its member organisations as the sirong 
political faundation for the people's power. 

(From “Wietnam” by Pham Nhu Cuong) 


H. WHILE-READING 
1. Choose the main idea of the article 


I.. The reform of the S†tate apparatus. 
2. The relatic::-hitp between the leadership of the Party and the State. 
3. Some issues of the 1992 Constitution of SRV. 


2. Put the following ideas ín the rigbt order presented in the article 


}a. The features of the e¿onomiy. 

)b. The aims of the 1992 Constitution. 

}e€. The function and role of the Nattonal Asseimbly, 

) đ. The role of the Communist Party and its relationaship with the State. 
}€. The reform of the State apparatus. 

)h. The reason for the corprehensive reform ofthe 1980 Constitution. 


- — mm — — — 


3. Answer the following questions 


[, What does the Constitution delermine? 
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4. What is the objective of the State apparatus reform? 
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HI. POST -READING 


1. Passage for gap-filling 
KHI each oƒ the nHmbecred blanks ïn the following passage MÌÙth onÌy 
ONE word from the ƒollouing: 
(transiated, dcmocrdtic, strengthened, ƒoundation, pe0ple, ƒTamework, 
enhanccd, reforming, ImpaCt, cHterprises, renovatcd, private, [HHCf0HS, 
law, operdtion, mriÏestones) 


ADMINISTRATIVE REFORM AND CONSTRUCTION OFE 
NEW ECONOMIC INSTIFUTION 


Significant efforts have been made by Vietnam ím (l)}.................. ifS 
administrative machinery and building a new juridical (2).................. In 
conformity with a market tmechanism. Ií(s target !s to buld a 
€}.................State of the people, by the people and for the (4).............. 

The 1992 Constitution laid down the basic legal (5}.................. for the new 


economic model. Over 40 Laws, 50 Ordtinances and thousands of Decrees 
promulgated are now_ being (6).............into praciice. The Civil Code, the 
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Coimpany Law, the Law on (7).................Enterprises, the Law on State 
(6)... , te Law on Co-operatives and the Law on Bankruptcy of 
Entcrprises are Inportant (9).............in the country's legislation for the new 
period of đevelopment. 


The legisiative and supervisory (10)..................- of the National ÁAssembly 
and the Peoples Council at varidns levels were (Ï])..............., and thus, 
these bodiles have begun exerting a posilve (I2)................ on the 
promotlon of the Stats role. The sysitemn of law couris has been 
GIẢ) 9 06 ATD (1242.5150122 20. ; the Administrative and Economie 
Tnbunals have been put into (| Š).................- 


2. Timed reading 


PERFECTING THE LEGAL SYSTEM TO ENSURE HUMAN 
RIGHTS 


|. The subject of human riphís was officially ackaowledged by the 
Vietnamese Slate in the 1992 Constitution. Yet, in fact, the entire 
process of revolutionary struggle led by the Party has been for human 
beings and human rights. The August 1945 Revolution, which gave 
rilse to the Dcmocratic Republic of Vietnam, constituted a basic 
tutning point im the coumrys hístory, established the rights to 
independence and freedom of an entire nation. The Party and State 
have always considered human beings and human rights the objectives 
and mofive forcc of the new regime. President Ho Chỉ Minh outlined 
the new regime's nature, toward the human beings and luman rtghfs in 
a simple and brief way as follow: “All ínterests are for the people, and 
all powers and force come from the people”. 
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. In the struggle to protect and develop human rights, the Party and 


State have affirmed that human rights are part of the nature of 
socialism, We have recognised the human righis of índividuals. But 
we have also treasured the human rights of collectives, communities, 
particularly the sovereignty of the nation. There shalÍ not be personal 
rights and freedom mì a natton withouft sovereignty, a nation without 
independence. The Vietnamese State has attached importance to 
political rights and personal freedom. Recognising the un:versal and 
progressive value of human rights and actively Joining the world 
communtty in the struggle for the development of human rights, the 
Vietnamese State has reiterafed Its responsibiity to snsure and 
đevelop human rights, ïn its courtry and for its people. 


.  Human rights and civic rights have been recognised and guaranteed in 


a basic and consilstent manner by Vietnam's legal system. The 
Vietnamese leglslaton has acknowledpged human rights ¡in the 
following groups: 

The political rights, including the rights to participate ¡in the 
management of the State; the rights to vote and stand for election; the 
rights to equality between men and women; the rights to freedom of 
belief... 

The rights to personal freedom, including the right to movement and 
resiđence; the right to go abroad and retum from a broad; the 
inviolable rights on physical body; the right to be protected by Ïlaw m 
terms of tifc, health, honour, and đdignity; the right to confidentiality of 
mail, telephone. 

The socio-economic rights, includíng the right to work, the right to 
ownership and inheritance; the right to business íreedom; the right to 
study, research, inventions and innovations; the ripght to marriage and 
family protection,.. Corresponding to these rights are laws and law 
provisions protccting the human rights ¡n the social and economic 
fields. 


4. The Vietnamese State has Institutionalised the human rigftts ¡in the law 
šystem, has Iiberatedl people and created a very fundamenral change in 
ensuring human rights m Vietnam. To have human rights better 
Implemented, reform and renewal are continued ín both policy 
instituHon and the organisation oŸ inplementation. ]t is necessary to 
confinue improving the system of policies and laws on human rights 
and civic rights and promoting and broadening deimocracy so that 
people may have the actual rights in the manapement of the State and 
Society, to step up the reform of the State apparatus as well as the 
administrative reform, to reform the system of juđicial bodies, law 
enÍorcemenl agencies so as to create a firm mechanism for the 
protectton of justice, the punislinent öŸ crimes and the assurance of 
people' riglits to Íreedom. 

(Fromt “Eietndm Law and Legal Forut”, Maurch 2000) 


Choose the main ilea for thí article 


a. The struggle for human rights protection in Vietnam. 

b. Some problems of uman rights in VieInam. 

c. The contenl and nature of human rights in Vietnam and the ways of 
HnpleInentation. 

đ. Human r1ghits in relation to other rights in Vietnam. 


2. Dccide whether following st+temenfs are true (T) ør false (F) 


T/ F 1. The human right was officially acknowledged in Vietnam's 
€0iSfItufions. : 

T/F 2. Peoplc and human righ( are seen as our new regIrme's objective and 
tnotive force, 

T/ F3. The human ¡:¿hfS of individuals are as treasured as those of 
collectives. 

T/F 4. The rights of Ífreedom of belief are not the human ones. 


hãi 


T/F 5. The purpose of the reform of the State apparafus and adminisirative 


system is to implement the human rights. 


3, Translate into Vietnamese 
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l, Proceeding from is historical traditions and the requirements of 
economic development, Vietnam should have a competent and 
transparent State machinery that does not replace the market 
mechanism but provides guidance to it, and facilitates is dynamic 
development in a right direction. 
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2. The State's role has displayed many aspects, which đo not confom to 
the market mechanism, and to the ”*open door” and integration policy. 
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3. In the field of social welfare, the State has promulgated a new legal 
framework in health care, education, and cuÌture. 
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4. The stipulation and protcection of human rights by Vietnamese law are 
characterized by the country's practicalities and the repIme€'S nature. 


5. The reform of the Statc apparatus ís aimed at boosting up thc 
efficlency of ifts manapement, strenpthening the legal system, further 


ensuring the genuine mastery of the people, placing man with hịs 
fundamental] rights. 


4. Speaking 


Discuss thesc questlons with your friends: 
1. Wliat right do you tlũnk the human rights melude2 
2, Ís 1L easy to mplemert human rights successfully tn the word and in 
Vietnam im particular2 [ƒ not, why? 
3. What do you think about human rights and citizens' responsibilities2 


5. Writing 


Wrlite an assIgnmehnt of abou( 200 words on perfecting lcgal framewotk In 
SRV. ° 


33 


UNIT 6 
WARS OF RESISTANCE 


L PRE-READING 

In this lesson, you will learn about the first war of resistance against the 
French colonialists. Before we start the lesson, discuss the following issues 
with your Íriends: 


I. When điđ the French first invade Vietnam? 
2. What was life really like for the working class in Vietnam under the 
French domination? 


Reading text 
THE FIRST WAR OF RESISTANCE 
(1945- 1954) 


1. The war of reSistance against French colonialist apgression which 
broke out on 23 September 1945 in Nam Bo, and spread throughont the 
country after I9 December 1946, marked a decisive stage in an almost 
century- long strugple to regain the naton's independence and 
democratise the country. While armed struggle came ahcad of al[ other 
concerms, I† remained that economic reconstruction, educational 
advancement, and the establishing of new administrative structires 
constituted the major tasks. While national liberation was the prime 
objective, the democratic objectives were no less important, So, since 
the strugple was led by a party of the working class, the worker- 
peasant allianee constituted the very foundation of the united national 
front. 


b_, 


- Following the 1917 October Revolution and the Soviet Union”s great 
victory over fascism, Vietnam's democratic revolution of 1945, 
through not yet socialtst, could no longer unfold within the Íframework 
of a bourgeois democratic revolution. Ás resistance grew, the political 
and Ideological consclousness of the masses giew, their class 
consciousness đeveloping along with their patriotrsm. The need for 
material resources and manpower also increased with the war effort, 
and an all - out cffort was necessary to mobilise all the nation”s 
energies. Internally, the democratic and popular nature of the 
revo|utJon tncreasingly came to the fore, the peopie`s democratic state 
was strengthened, and leadership by the working class became more 
and more concrete. On the internattonal level, the Vietnamese war of 
resistance, by attacking French colonialism, dcalt a severe blow to the 
Imperialist system. Í was not surprising that right from the start 
British and French imperialist joined forces while US imperialism aÌso 
worked to tndermine the resistance. 


._ the naHoual struggie ofthe Vietnamese people- like that of ali colonial 
peopies —was an integral part of the world revolution, closely bound to 
the strugple bcing waged ¡n the national revolution, International 
spheres by the forces of peace, national independence, democracy and 
soclallsin. [owever, im 1946 Vietnam was sUiÌÍ geographically isolated 
and ỦS imperialism, sửil preoccupied elsewhere, was not yet 
Interfering to any great extent ín the affairs of Indochina. The fight 
csseniially pied the Vietnamese pcople alone against French 
colonialism. The victory of the Chinese revolution and founding of the 
People`s Reptublic of China ín October 1949 profoundiy altered the 
worid?s balance 0ƒ furces. The resisfance was then abÌe to rely upon the 
socialisL victory in China. In 1950 US imperialism triggered a war of 
Aaggression ¡in Korea and began to openly intervene in Indochina. The 
war becamie a Franco- American war against the Vietnamese people, 
and through it, against the national liberation movement in Asia. 
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. Both intermally and extermally, the year 1950 was, therefore, a major 


turning- point. There were two main parts to this long resistance, the 
first from 1946 to the cnd of 1950 during which the Vietnamese side 
gradually strengthened i†s military, poiitical, economic, administrative 
and cultural bases, and the second from 1951 to 1954, a stage of 
important and decisive military victories and radical economic and 
social reforms. The Dien Bien Phụ victory and the Geneva Conference 
¡n 1954 ended this war resistance against French colonialsm which 
was Íorced to recognise the independence, sovereignty, unity and 
territorial integrity of Vietnam. 


. In launching tts war of aggression the French command wanted to take 


advantage of its clear superiority in armaments and the capacity of 
its regular troops to swifly destroy the poorliy armcd and still 
inexpenenced Vietnamese forces and capture resistance øroup leaders. 


. Hy contrast the Vietnamese resistance was based on political 


superiority, the patrtiotism of the masses, the national alliance, the 
heroism of the cornbatants and the people, and the latter's confidence 
ín their government to wage a drawn- out war, a people`s war, with 
the participation of the entire nation, a total war covering ali domains. 
Right from the first days, the doctrine of resistance was clearly defined 
by Truong Chính in his article was The Resisiance Wiil Wim. 


. The problem was to develop, during the strugpfe, armed force 


particularly suited to people”s war, local self-defense forces made up of 
guerrillas forces whích covered a relatively large area of territory, and 
well-trained regular forces capable of corducting ïmportant operations 
and dealing the enemy devastatng blows. Thus, while guerrillas 
harassed enemy troops, compelling them to disperse ¡n order to defend 
captured localities, the regular army could go wherever deemed 
necessary, and concentrate its units on large- scale operations. These 


armed forces gained In strength and experience the more they fought, 
while thic enerny soon tired of pursuing an adversary they could not lay 
lands on . On the strategic level, the resistance was mainly defensive 
depending on the tíme and cicumstance, Ôn the operational and 
tactical levels, offensive was the rule, the prime aim being to destroy as 
many cnemy forccs as possible rather than hold territory. 

(From “Vietnam - Á Long Hlistory") 


II WHILE-READING 


1. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or False (F) 


1T Đ 3 


2/2 


TIÊN, 


1E 


l. National iiberation was the prime objective: therefore, the 
democratic objectives were less importanI. 

2. The Vietnarncse war of resistance was not onÍy apainst Frencl 
colomialism but also the whole impertalist system. 

3. The victory of the Chínese revolution had a preat influenee on 
Vietnam and the world. 

4. The French thought that they would defeat Vietnam because 
they had bettcr troops and weapons. 

2. In the war of resistance, Iì order to win the enemy, what 
Vietnamn needed was well-trained regular forces. 


2. Answer the following quesdons 


....c 


2 


..... 


Why were the democratic objectives no less Importanf than the prime 
objec(ives of national Íiberation? 


¬“.¬.“----- (CC... (AC... .(.... (ca... 
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Whaat was the political situation in Vietnam aREer the I917 October 
Revolution in Russia? 


Tan 0...0... 


3. How was the national struggle of the Vietnamese people closely linked 
to the world revolution ? 


0Ô... .. 0... ///././././.ÔÔÌ 


4. How did American get involved In war against the Vietnamese people? 


5. What was the Vietnamese resistance based on? 


Tá ảáả11ảảiả0ỗnnni0ảnnn hon nnnnnhnhannnanbaaaain nh ni ninh 


IH. POST-READING 


1. Passage for gap-filling 
FIH cach oƒ the numbecred blanks im the following passage with only ONE 
word, 


STRENGTHENING OE THE RESISTANCE 


The Vietnamese rtesistanee had deñned t1ts poliical and 
IHHIATV s1 s8 in early 1948. Guerrila attacks remained the main 
form of (2)..................., while the regular troops tried to switch to mobile 
warfare. Regular army(3).......................Were turned into' detached companies' 
to train and support the(4)...................army and selÍˆdefence forces and to 
E354015,(S0131-70777177771007 71 of power and people's organ1zafions in repions where 
the enemy was extending the occupaton. "Armmed propaganda" units 
imiltrated the enemy's rear-(6).......... and launched effective resistance. The 
widening of guerrilar warfare did not(7)............... the resistance from launching 
Important (8).............. when necessary; for instance, La Nga, Tam Vu, Moe 
Hoa and so on. 
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By 1949 arntarments workshops had(9)....................... In setting up production 
lines makimg recollles riles and kheavy morfars, and military 
0)... were being conducted on an ever greater (ÌÌ)}................. At 
the end of L2+z and the beginning of 1959, the French command, facing a 
new situation (l2) _..................... about by the viclory of the Chinese 
revolution, tried to send more reinforcements to Bac Bo, strengthen and 
extend_ their(l3)................... in Red River delia, and ¡intensify operational 
sweeps using(l4) ............... groups. Major operations were conducted, 
pariiculariy on the fringes of the delta, and milftary posts along Sino- 


Vietnamese border were( Í $}.......................--...---. 
(From Vietnam - Á tong Historw) 


2. Timed reading 


LIBERATION OF THE SOUTH (1975) 


Except for a small contingent of technicians and CIAÁ agents, all JS military 
personnel were out of Vietnam by 1973. The bombing of Nonii Vietnam had 
ceased and the American POWSs were released, but the guerriila war was stHÏ 
on - the only difference was that the fighting had been thorouphíy 
"Vietnamised". However, foreign powers continued to bankroll the war, 
America supplied the South Vietnamese military with weapons, ammunition 
and fuel while the USSR and China địd the same for the North. 


Although the USA had ended its combat role, anti-War organisations such as 
the Indochina Resource Centre continued to lobby the US governmett to cụt 
Off all financial and military assistance to South Vietnam. They nearly 
succecded - the US Sertate came within two votes of doïng just that. While the 
arti-war lobby failed (to cụt ofŸ ail funding, they did succeed ín having ït 
greatly reduced, In 1975, Ainerica gave South Vietnam ỦS $700 million in 
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aid, less than half of what military experfs estimated was needed. The South 
Vietnamese suddenly found that they were running desperately low on stocks 
Of ammunitton and fuel.: 


The North Vietnamese were quick to assess the situation. They continued a 
major military build-up and :n January 1975 launched a massive conventional 
ground attack across the 17” parallel using fanks and heavy artillery. In 
March, they quickly occupied a strategic section of the Central Highlands at 
Buon Ma Thuot. In the absence of US military supporf or advice, President of 
South Vietnam Nguyen Van Thieu personally decided on a strategy of 
tactical withdrawal to more defensible positions. Thís proved to be a 
sr.ectacular military blunder. Rather than staud and fipht as expected, South 
Vietnamese troops were ordered to retreat from Centraì Highland bases at 
Pleiku and Kon Tum. The totaly unplanned withdrawal was a disaster. 
Retreating Thieus soldiers were Intercepíed and aftacked by the weli- 
disciplined North Vietnamese troops. The withdrawal became a rout as 
panicked South Vietnamese soldiers deserted en masse ïn order to try to save 
their families. 

(From “Vietnam - 4 Long History") 


Decide whether the folioming stateentfs are true (T) or faise (F) 


T/F 1. Most ofUS miÏitary personnel were out of Vietnam by 1973. 

T/F 2. Weapons and ammumtlon were supplied for the South Vietnamese 
military by both USSR and the US. 

T/ F 3. The anti-war lobby did fail to cụt of all funding. 

T/E 4. The North Vietnamese quiekly bombed from the I7” parallel. 

T/F $5. The south Vietnamese troops were ordered to retreat from Hiphland 


bases. 
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3. Translate into Vietnamese 


l. The lasi Atnericans were evacuafted to US ships stationed offshore, 
transported by helicopter from the US embassy roof Just a few hours 
before South Vietnam surrendered. 


2. In 1975, America gave South Vietnam ỦUS 700 miilion in aid, less than 
half of what military exper1s estimated was needed. 


-d> tim HN Mi ti HH I BH on Hi in H2 00 0 0 0004089400922 1409440940004 4/01401 0 4 0/428 940847 0 t0 9 HH g th n2 (0940404 0120 4080894249 c490901409401989091890918840x1 


—--..............................ố...................... 


3. The Congress, fed up with the war and its drain on the treasury, refused 
to send emerpenicy aid that Presideni Nixon had promised the South 
Vietnam. 


d> ĐÀ 040 B3 Đo Đo IiẢ ki ĐÁ ni Hi ĐH Hi in HH ĐỊT VI 4 80,00: 900 0/8002 0.8.4 92 p0 600L 0 Vi Bi ôn tin RA BI UP gi BỊ te BH BH 2 HH n2 Hư min g Hy m 


+ 0/00900000092 0000.4002 sử hien hi 0 89/04 h4 6 nh can nh} 1 Ha mm n1 HH BH mm BH Ưm nên B1 n1 Đ n1 S4 8 1 V41 0m1. .Ỷ. 3}ịềc...... 1m1 mg. 3. HH mg ma m 


4. The American forces had long been wanting fo engage the North 
Vietnam In an open battle rather than a guerr:lla war whiere the enemy 
could not be seen, 


5. Anti-war demonstrations rocked US campuses and spilied out into the 
streets. 


6I 


4. Speaking 


Discuss these questions with your friends 

1. Why could our national armed Íorces get victory in the resistance War 
against the French Imperialists? 

2. What other natural resources have not been mentioned in the reading text? 


5. Writing X 
Write a summary in 200 words on the first war oŸ resistance. 
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UNIT 7 
HO CHI MINH 


1, PRE-READING 
In tÌis lesson, you will learn about the life and activities of Uncle Ho. Discuss 
the following questions: 


I. What is your idea about a socialist person , according to Ho Chỉ Minh}”s 
†eaching? 

2, Wlial do you know about the Revolutionary Virtues as advocated by Uncle 
Ho? 


Reading text 
HO CHI MINH IN THE HEART OF PEOPLE AROUND THE WORLD 


I. In worid history there have been people whose names are tdenrtificed with 
te work of a whole nation and who are associated with the aspiration of 
many natlons sharing the same plight and circumstances. Nations in the 
world have found a man of such dimensions in Ho Chị Minh. 


2. President Ho Chi Minh was the beloved leader of the Vietnamese people 
whose work has been valued very híighly by peopie across the world. He 
was an eminent revolutlonaty wÌio devoted hịs life to the Independence 
and freedom of the Vietnamese and all oppressed nations in the worid. 
Hís tdeas, viz, natonal liberation, social emancipation, human 
emancipation and eventually the bulding of socialism, have been step by 
step materialised by the Vietnamese people through profracted and very 
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arduous struggle conducted with the sympathy and support of many 
brothers and friends ín the world. 


For a long time now the words Vietnam and Ho Chỉ Minh have become 
sơ đear to peoples of all countries. These words are almost synonymous 
because President Ho represents the spirit of indomitable struggle of the 
Vietnamese people. He ís also the symbol of what is best in the 
Vietnamese culture. "Vịietnam-Ho-Chi-Minh"- these words rang out in 
many countries during mass movemenfs ín support of Vietnam. 


In the eyes of people :n the world, President Ho Chi Minh ¡s, first of all 
an emment patriot and a great revolutionary whose lHfe and work are 
Indissolubly linked to the long and arduous sfruggle for independence and 
freedom of the Vietnamese people and all other oppressed peoples. He 
fought all his life for the most ardent aspirations of his people and all 
other peoples: Independence, Freedom, Happiness. This sÌlogan reflects 
the ideal of President Ho. Freedom and national independence mean the 
Hberation of man and a happy life for the entire nation. In his historic 
mission President Ho Chí Minh địd not for a moment relent on hís effort 
to achieve close unity between the Vietnamese revolutionr and the world 
peoples movement. In hís activities President Ho never lost sight of the 
need to establish a firm link between the struggle of all nations in all 
continenis for liberation and the solidarity and unity of the oppressed 
peoples. 


In fact, President Ho Chi Minh never đisassociated the struggle to liberate 
the nation from the struggle to defend world peace and build up mutual 
trust, co-oneration and friendship among naftons. Rigl.( ¡n the carly đays 
after the August Revolution in 1945, President Ho Chí Minh topether 
with the government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam took an 
active part through practical đeeds in the common struggle for peace and 
democracy ¡n the world. 


Many words of eulogy have linked President Ho's revolutionary spirit 
with hs noble virtues in everyday life. He showed a high respect and love 
for his people, caring for those who were fiphting and making sacrifices 
aL the Íronl, and sharing the sorrow of those who suffered losses. His 
modest and si:nple life has set a bripht example for the Vietnamese 
people and also carned him the respect and esteem of the people 
throughoui the world. The iate Indian Prime Mimister Jawaharlal Nehru, 
who met President Ho more than once, sald, "He 1s not only a peace lover 
bụt aiso an affable and friendly personalify, a self-denying, sinple and 
modest person. Ás president of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, he 
never confined himself to the Ivory tower. Fe (s a tran ofthe masses”. 


Many studies have been conducted in Vietnam about the life and work of 
Ha Chị Minh, Much abeut Ho Chí Minh has also been written by foreign 
scholars. wr:ters and Journalists. These seientific explorations and artistic 
creatlons 1eslify t0 the noble sentiments of the people in different 
countries towards President Ho and the Vietnamese nation, and are tokens 
of the wann support of progressive social forces ¡in the world for the 
strugple and peace- từne construction of our people. 


Journalists in the world have also had very moving remarks about the 
virtues of President Ho Chị Minh, a man who radiates warrnth towaid 
everyone, men and women, old and young, who commands your 
sympathy right im the first mornen1 of meeting, a man who has succeeded 
in sowing te highest values of civilisation and humanism in the heart of 
cach Vietnamese citizen. 


President Ho Chỉ Minh was an ardent art Íover but he usced his [iterary 
creations chiefly 43s a means of propapanda and cotmbat. He nevcr 
considered himself a writer or a poet but his "Prison Diary" has been 
translated into many languages and regarded by many political leaders in 
many counirles as a grea( work of world literature. Foreign writers and 
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19. 


critics have made profound analyses of the source oŸ inspiration and the 
language of President Ho's poem. They consider hím a poet, an 
accomplished painter, a very good calligrapher who combines ïn himrself 
SO many prominent quaÌities. During his meeting with writers, artists, 
cultural workers and Journalists, President Ho used to remind them to 
write so that the masses could understand, and he took these occasions io 
pass on them his experlence in this đomain. 


The General Assembly of UNESCO meeting in its 27” session in Paris in 
1987 decided to commemorate Prestdent Ho Chỉ Minh as a world cultural 
figure on his bínth centenary in 1990, This ís one more expression of the 
word's respec( and love for the beloved leader of the Vietnamese people. 
As it was made clear in Decision No 18 C4 351 of UNESCO, the 
celebration of the birth anniversaries of world cultural fipures has the 
common goal of "Commemorating great men and events who have left 
their prints on the process of development of human society", Ho Chỉ 
Minh ïs a great man whose revolutionary work reflects the personality of 
a preat man of culture in is true sense. 
(From "Ho Chỉ Minh" by Vietnam Social Sclences Corumission 
Centenaryw oƒ the Bínth oƒ Presidemt Ho Chỉ Minh) 


2. Deciđe whether the following statements are true (T) or false (E) 


T/F 1. To many world people, the words Ho Chì Minh and Vietnam 
have almost the same meaning. 

T/F 2. During mass movement n support of Vietnam ¡in many 
countries people used the name of President Ho Chỉ Minh as 
their slogan. 

T/F_ 3. President Ho fought all his life for imdependence of his people 
only. 

T/F_ 4. President Ho for his whole life struggled for world peace and 
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friendship among nations. 


T/F_ 5. One ofthe noble virtues of President Ho Chỉ Minh is his love 
for people. 
6. Livyinp in an ivory tower is what he pursued. 
7. He was a greal WwTiter. 
T/F 8. Heusedhis literary works as an arm to fight. 
9, People In many countries can read President Hos "Prison 
Diary” in their languages. 
SH d |0. The ¡00” binh anniversary of President Ho Chỉ Minh was 
celebrated Intemationally. 


2. Answer the following questions 


I. Why are the words Vietnam and Ho Chỉ Minh almost synonymous 1o 
many people in the world? 


2. What dịd President Ho Chỉ Minh impiy by hís three famous words: 
Independence, Freedom, Happiness? 


34. Why dịd he emphasise the necd to cstablish a firm [imk between the 
struggle of all nattons in all continents for [iberation? 


ĐH 490060920060, 9 024069 Gì Gì Ảo 9 4 0 Đế Bo đi BÀ điển hìn VÌ HH HH BI HH HH B2. BH BI HH địt Hiên HH BA HA pm BS HA pm HH m1 B2 n2 KH m1 m2 84 04 


4. How wouldl you understand former Indian Prime Minister Nehru's 
words about President Ho that “he never confned himself to the ivory 
tower"? 


lai ni ni 0.0... 100... 0...0... Ô 
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5. Why did the General Assembly of UNESCO decide to commemorate 
President Hơ Chỉ Minh as a world cultural fipure on hịs bính 
centenary? 


IH. POST-READING 


1. Passage for gap-filling 
KiHI cach oƒ the nutnbered blanks in the following passage with only ONE 


mord 

Ho Chỉ Minh (l).................... his life to revolutionary cause of his people and 
had made efforts for the progress of (2)................... In the process he forged 
for hìmself great moral values (3)................... he tried to instl m hís neople. 


The first chapter of Duong Kach Menh (The Path of Revolution) in 1926, ïs 
đevoted to (4)................... moralify. 


Good moral conduct, to Ho Chỉ Minh, ¡s the ftrst (5)..................................... Lì 
revolutionary must have because 1t wIll give him the necessary strength to 
(62260645 đifficulties. Ho Chỉ Minh saw revolutionary morality as an 
essential (7)................... for national liberation and national construction. 


Ho Chỉ Minh had no doubt that revolution would be victorious. Hẹ 
(8)................... It to be a historical necessity. Yet, he knew the path to victory 
would be (9)................................ How was Vietnam, a poor, backwa:d 
(10)..........................., {0O cope with very powerful enemies? And he knew that 
everything wounld (I I).................... on moral strength. 


To Ho Chị Minh, a revolutionary must (12)................... of all be a patriot, He 
himself devoted hs lifc to the independence of his country and the freedorn 
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and (13)................... of is people. He said:" My single and greatest wish is to 
se my country completely (14)................ „ My naton completely 
(| 3)1222102116:i1if6siy and all my compatriois well fed, well clad, well educated”. 


2. Timed reading 
HÀ C2750: 38612 km 


HO CHI MINH 
Á BRIDGE BETWEEN NATIONAL CULTURE AND WORLĐ 
CULTURE 


Ho Chi Minh was steeped in a culture which for centuries has struggled 
against onpression and exploitation, for peace and freedom, The Vietnamese 
cuittre has thrived and successfilly preserved (ts identity despite thể 
tmnfluence ofÍ_ Indian and Chinese cultures. Thai ts because it knows how to 
develop national traits of lasting value while selectively making its own what 
(§ good ¡n other cultures. 


Buddhism, for instance, has been modified to become a part of this natfonal 
cullure. [† has become ittore positive, more assertive and its humane character 
las blended perfectlly with patiotism. ConfUucianism, the ídeology of the 
rụuling class fot ¡yany centuries Was nọ exception. Ït had to change ïn order lò 
suit the new environment. Loyalty, the cornerstone of the doetrine, acquired a 
broader meaning to become an equIvalent to patriotism. A similar change 
occurred in the meaning of filialty which was then applied to relationship 
among fellow-countrymen. Ho Chỉ Minh said one must be "loyal to the 
country, filial to the peopie", 


Other positive trait of Confucianism were adopted for the preservation of 
national sovereigtty and nafional inteprity. Honesty and selflessness were 
upheid. Throughout his life, Ho Chi Minh consistenly observed these 
prmeciples by being always " the first to care and the last to rest", 
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Strict upbringing and intensive education ïn the national culture gave Ho Chi 
Minh a great power of empathy. He shared with his people the shame of 
slavery. He tumed to the west for a way to help his people. While im the 
Imperial city of Hue he read Chinese translations of works by European 
philosophers. He wanted to know why the West had succeeded In is 
democratic and mđdustrial revolution and why learning in the traditional way 
had become Irrelevant. 


In his many travels Ho Chí Minh saw advanced countries and backward 
countries. He saw the great misery of the labouring masses on the one hand 
and the extravagant life£ of the upper class on the other. What he saw 
prompted Ho Chỉ Minh to study the situation m đepth. And for a long period 
he devoted himself entirely to preparation for the lHiberation of Vietnam and 
other colonies. 


Back in his country in 194] after thirty years of absence, Ho Chi Minh took 
great pains fo insftH in his people the whole theory of national liberation which 
he applied with great creativeness to Vietnam's condiiions. While exposing 
his people to other cultures, Ho Chỉ Minh tried his best to help keep alive the 
best traditions of the nation, He called for mutuial assistance and strongly 
wamed against selfishness. He led a simple life, eating frugally, dressing 
plainly. He planted his own vegetables and was neighbourly to all. 


To his people, Ho Chí Minh will always be the father, an uncle or a brother. 

He will be remembered as their liberator, theIr moral teacher, the bridge 

between the national culture and world culture, between past and present, 
between the East and the West. 

(ŒFrom "Ho Chỉ Mình" by Vietnam Social Sciences Commission 

Centenary oƒthe Birth of President Ho Chỉ Àlinh) 
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Choose the beS( qHSWeF 


lỆ 


G3 


Tỉe Vietnamese cuÍture................ 

A. was influenced greatly by the Indtan and Chinese cultures 

B. has successfully thrived without the influence of other cu]tures 

C. has successfully kept IIs Identity 

D. has successfully kept its identity despite the rnfluence of the Indian and 
Chinese cultnres 


. Áccording to Ho Chỉ Minh one must be................ 


A. loyal to his peonle 

B. filial to his country 

€. loyal and filial to his country 

D. ioyal to his country and filtal to hís people 


- While in the impertal city of Hue, Ho Chỉ Minh read.................. 


A. Vietnamose translations of works of Chinese literature 

B. Vietnamese transiatlons gf works of Chinese philosoplhiy 

C. works by European philosophers Im Chinesể 

D. Vietnamese translations of works by European philosophiers 


. In many of hís travels , Ho Chỉ Minh saw.................. 


A. life of the poor and the rịch in different couwtrL©s 

B. the misery of the working people in different coưnfries 

€. comfortabie and extravagant life of the ruling class in diÍferen1 counries 
Ð. labouring masses In backward couit(ies 


- Ho Chỉ Minh thought one should.......... 


A. think ñirst about hưnself 

B. care for other people first 

C. help other people 

D. help other people and not be setfish 


XÃ) 


3, Translate into Vietnamese 


I, In the eyes of people around the world President Ho Chí Minh ís, first 
Of all, is an eminent patriot and a great revolutionary whose life and 
work are mdissolubly linked to the long and arduous strugple for 
independence and freedom of the Vietnamese people. 


2. Independence, Freedom, Happiness. This slogan reflects the tdeal of 
President Ho Chỉ Minh. Freedom and national independence means the 
liberation of man and a happy life ofthe entrirv nation. 


HH ĐI BỊ € ĐÀ ĐA ĐÀ GÀ Kế BA BÀ Giá Bế 


3. He ¡is not only a peace lover but also an afable and fiendiy 
personality, a self-denying, simple and modest person. As the President 
Of the Demoecratic Republic of Vietnam, he never confined himself to 
the ivory tower. He is a man of the masses. 


4 A4 PA ĐA Ba bà BAO BÀ NHÀ PA BÀ BA A4 R tt ĐÁ  RU CÁ h6 ĐÀ Pin ác in 64 Tiện ke kh G04 1/044 44 04-0 i4 h Âm hiến Hiến King BH gi BA Đệ m hán 4444900666 0 


d4 4À mo ch nh Đề m ịh g nọ Á in hi hi kìm mÊt ịh Mềm HÀ min H HIẾ KẾ km it mm mÊ KIÊN À ĐÓ BI mm ịh HÀ m Hi 4 BI 8H BA HÀ pm HH điển định HH mm mm mm 


4. The celebration of the birth anniversarles of world cultural figures has 
the commeon goal of "commemorating great men and events who have 
left their prints on the process of developrnent of human society". 


¬... 
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5. To hís people, Ho Chỉ Minh will always be the father, an uncie or a 
brother. He wiH be remeinbered as their liberator, their moral teacher, 
the bridge be(sveen the natlonal culture and world culture, between past 
and present, between the East and the West. 


4. Spcaking 


Discuss these questlons with your friends : 

- — In what way is President Ho Chỉ Minh, the symbol of what is best in 
the Vietnamese cujtute? 

-  ive some exampies to Illustrate the saying that President Ha”s 
modest and simple life has set a bright example for the Vietnamese 
people. 

- — Why has “Prison Diary” been translated into many languages and 
regurded as a great work of lterature? 


S. Writing 


You are to g1ve a talk about President Ho Chỉ Minh to a group of foreign 
students who come to visit Vietnam. Prepare a note for your talk. 
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UNIT 8 
ETHNIC MINORITIES IN VIETNAM 


L PRE- READING 
In thís lesson, you will learn about the different ethnic groups ¡n Vietnam. 
Before we start the lesson, discuss the following issues with your friends: 


1. How many ethnic minoritles are there in Vietnam. Where do they live? 

2. What do you thínk are some of the similarities and differences in their 
cultures and lifestyles? 

3. What do you know about the languages spoken by ethnic minorities ¡n 
Vietnam? 


Reading text 
ETHNIC MINORTTIES IN VIETNAM 


[. While the ethnic Vietnamese and Chinese live mainly in nrban centers 
and coastal areas, the remainng people, an estmated !03% of 
Vietnam's total population, are found primarily in the hípgh country, 
While several of these groups, such as Tay, Tai, Muong, and Nung, 
number ¡in the vieinity of a miilion people, others, like Romam and O- 
du, are feared to have dwindled to as few as 100. Undoubtediy, the 
ost colorful of the hHl tribes reside in the north- west, ín the plush 
mourtain territory along the Lao and Chinese border, while many of 
the tribes in the central Highlands and the south can be difficult to 
distinguish, at least by dress alone, from ordinary Vietnarnese. 


74 


2. The French called them Montagnards (meaning "highianders” or 
"Imountain people”"). The Vietnamese generally, however, prefer to use 
the term “national minorities". Some have lived tín Vietnam for 
thousands of years, while others migrated into the region during the 
past fÍew centuries. The areas Inhabited by each group are often 
delimited by altitude, with later arrivals setting at higher elevatio/1s. 
Historically, the hipghland areas used to be allowed to remain virtually 
Inndependent. The 1980 Constitution abolished two vast aufonoimous 
Tegpions established for ethnic minorities in the northern mountaïns ín 
9U 


3. Most oŸ individual ethnic groups share baste, similar trais in their 
đaly lives and are often most easily Identiñied by differences ïn 
language, physical features and traditional dress. They have a rural, 
agricultural lifestyie and show similaritles 1n village architecture and 
traditional rituals and have a long history of :niertribal warfare. Many 
of the tribes are semi-nomadic, cultivating crops such as "dry` rice 
using slash and burn methods, which have taken a heavy toll on the 
environment. Đecause such practices destroy the ever-dwindling 
forests, the govermment has been try¡ing to encourage them to adopt 
more seffled agriculfure, often at low altitude, with wet (paddy) rice 
and cash crops such as fca, coffee, and cinnamon. Still, despite the 
allure of benefits like subsidized irrigation, better education and health 
care, a long history of nonconformist attitudes, coupled with a general 
distrust of the lowland ethnic-Vietnamese majority, keep many away 
from the lowlands, 


4. AÁs IS te case In otlter part of Asia, the rich, inherent culture of so 
many oŸ Vietnam's ethnie minorities has slowly given Way tO a Variety 
of oufside Influenees. Many tribes have been so assimilated into 
malistream Vietnamese society that very few even dress im traditional 
garb. Most of those who do are found in the remote villages of the far 
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north and even there tt ¡s still offen only the women who do so, while 
the mer more typically have switched over to Vietnamese or Westem- 
style clothes. While factors such as the introduction of electricity, 
modern medicine and education do create advantages; unfortunately, 
such evolution has brought about the abandonment of many age-old 
traditions. 


. À more recent, and perhaps equally threatening, outside Infiuence is 


the effect of tourism. With growing numbers of people travelinp to see 
the different ethnic minorities, further exposure to lowlanders and a 
developing trend toward commercialsm wil likely worsen the 
situation. In sorne areas, such as Sa Pa, adorable ciHld who used to jusf 
stare, laugh or run away at the sight of a foreigner have begun to warm 
up, often expecting handouts oŸ money or candy. 


. Vietnamese minorities have substantial autonomy and, though the 


official national language Is Vietnamese, all minority children sHIl 
leam their local dialect. Police officers and members of the army n 
minority areas are often members of local tribal groups and the 
National Assembly in Hano is represented by a good number of ethnic 
minorities. While there may be no official discrimination system, the 
hill tribes, however still remain at the bottom of the educational and 
economic ladder. Despite improvements in rural schoolinp, many 
minorities marry young, have children and die early. Those who live 


closer to urban centers and coast are better. 


When classifying the Montagnards by lìnguistc đistinction, we 
commonly refer to three main groups (which further splinter into vasf 
and complex sub-groupings). The Austro-Asian family íncludes the 
Viet-Muong, Mon-Khmer, Tay-Tai and Meo-Dzao languages groups; 
the Austronesian family speaks Malayo-Polynesian languages; and the 
Sino-Tibetan family encompasses the Chinese and Tibeto-Burmese 


lanpuage groups. Furthermore, within a single spoken language, therc 
are often myr1ad varying đdialectical variatiors. 


§. Following 1s a close up of some dominant hill tribe groups. Ethnic 
minorify groups with mernbers numbertng upwards of 500,000 include 
Tay (Tho), Tai (Thai), Hmong (Meo or Miao), Muong (Moi) and 
Nung. Other large tribes (over 250,000) include the Jarai (Gia Rai) and 
Ede (Rhade), while groups like the Bahnar (Ba-na), and Sedang (Xo- 


đang) have more than 100,000 members. 
(From "Ä Lonely Planet") 


II. WHILE- READING 


1. Read the text and write down the main idea oŸ each paragraph. The 
first has been done for you, 


Paragraph 1: The cthutc groups' population đistribution ín Vietnam. 

PAiHBID 2E c0 n2 12012 -s6-1200:62140435G177111110215012-020012312181231xExs301243/4E5:62152270L21051112716-12 
Ba BLIDDEE SE So cu lên NT TU 1020017225100 16c v038572 1221 210701-2srE nrc. 
hÌ 1140:1916 Kế sec are ca na nan... h1... c.ổ 
Ix 1y! 419) HTSPPOT Tổ R0 0: 7.00 /57/1/717077 717 11. 

0N 48019) 1556 5s S6 ro co 6t 7 80s at si t 
lETElir:luifine in dan na... cố... hố 
PBTHBESDIHGS2%61.005 201251016 205 En 24000164 biên c0 v2 cv v2 R0 2141260001 Site 


2. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F) 
T/F_ !. The cthnic-Vietnamesc and Chinese are im the majority of 
Vietnanrs population. 


T/F_ 2. The most colourfUl of the bi mmorifles live ín the central 
hiphÍands and the south. 
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T/F 


T/F 


TƑ 


jVÖ 
T/F 


T/F 


TT 


3. Autonomous regions were established according the 1980 
constitution. 

4. Etnic groups ¡in the North are oÑen easily recognised by 
simjlarit(es in physical features, languages and dress. 

$. The area of forests is dwimdling due to the slash and burn 
cultivation methods. . 

6. The ethnic groups' culture is influenced as a result of mainstream 
Vietnamese society and Westem style. 

7. The ethnic groups are totally self-ruled. 

8. The ethnic groups do not have theïr represenfatives in the National 
Assembly. 

9. The ethnic minorities' languages belong to the same language 
famlly. 

10. The ethnic groups" population is similar in size. 


3. AÁnswer the following questions 


c..Ÿ.Ỷ{ŸhˆˆŸ“ 


5i. 
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._ What đistinguishes beftween the ethnic Vietnamese and the other ethnic 


minorities? 


TA PA 4 PA RA HA RÀNG TA RA RA RÀNG PAP440410084 


Do the minorrties live in the same places? If not, why? 
._ Why Is the area of forests dwindied? 


. What are the methods of cultiyation ín the areas inhabited by the 


minority groups? 


5. What is Vietnan's government policy on the cethnic minority groups? 


II. POST- READING 


1. Passage for gap- filling 


KÍH cách oƒ the ngmbcred blanks ứn the folloming passage with onp 
ONE word from the mords belom, 
(skirtS, coincide, narmos, skifIs, creating, relation, houscholds, lieralure, 


villages, síories, robes, celebratioHs, scrip, history, colours, Tai} 


THE TAI 
Theories vary on their actual (Ï)..................... to the Thais of Siam 
(Thailand), as do the reference to (2) .................. ¡n the sub-groupings 
such as Red, Biack and White@)..................... Some contend that the 
GlDUrs:(4)..-:.: oxy... with those of the women' (5%).................. : 
while others believe the (6)....................... come from the nearby Black 
and Red Rivers. (7)..........................{ypIcally have 40 to 50 bamboo- 
stilt (8).............................-.e.... Tai women wear close-fitting black 
(9)................... óc bloUuses with silver clasps and colourfUul 
(10)........................... AHđ kerchief§ and are alsơ known for 
(Il)................................... ĐeautifuilÀ embroidery. The Tai, using a 
(12).....................................đeveloped in the 5th century, have produced 
05 an ranging from poetry and love Ïl4}........................... 
to folk tales and songs, and are renowned for theïr (1Š)....................- of 


music and dance. 
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2. Timed reading 
TH] an, 


§0 


ETHNIC CHINESE 


. The Hoa (of Chinese orgin) im Vietnam number almost ! million 


p€rsons and Iive mostly in Ho Chi Minh city (50% of them) while the 
rest scatter In border provinces between Vietnam and Chima, in 
particular in Quang Ninh province. The Chinese tnífluence permeated 
all aspects of Vietnamese liíe and they still have a great deal of 
influence over the local econorny. With over 10 centuries of Chinese 
domination in the countrys history and the close proximity of the two 
countries, i† is not surprising that many ethnic Chinese still live ín 
Vietnam. Some have mtegrated weÌl, imtermarrying with Viets, while 
others have remained as distinct groups. They soclalise within thetr 
own bangs, or associattons based on the area of China from which they 
Ooriginated. This also determines the đialect spoken. 


. In Vietmam the bangs of the Chinese can be distinguished In five: 


Chaozou, Fujian, Hainan, Quangdong and Hakka, called after their 
place of origin. Each bang ¡s very closely organised. The head of the 
bang is elected, aets as an interrmediary for the implementatton of all 
policies and repimes concerning the bang and conveys all desiderata of 
bang members to the local authorities. Cho Lon, a district of Ho Chi 
Minh City, ¡is home to the greatest concentration of ethnic Chinese. 


. Most Chinese tend to be superstitious. Thetr religlon 1s a mixture of 


ancestor worship, Taoism, Buddhism, animism, Confucianism and for 
some, Christianifty or [slam as well the famiÌy umít ïs very powerful and 
patri-lineal. Women play a subservient role, being barred from many 
activities. They are usually expected to stay at home and look after the 
family. 


4. Known through the worid for|their business acumen, the people rlay 
at mnportant role in the local dconomy, concentrating on financial and 
meclhianical areas. They are cohstdered to be shrewd business partners 
who choose to emphasise long-+erm relationships, 

(From "A Lunely Planet”) 


Spot fÌie topic 
Choose the phrasc or senfence|A, B or C, thích most adeqnuatcly 
lentifies the main poiH! 0ƒthe pafapraph. 


1, Paragraph L. 
Á. The ethnic Chinese's rolelrn the local area. 
B. The origin of the Chíneselin Vietnam. 
€. The reasons for the Chincke settlement. 


tà 


._ Parapraph 2. 
A. The Chinese bangs' activily. 
B. The prineiples of the ChinEse bang formation. 
€, The Chinese assunilaHon m Vietnam. 


3. DParagraph 3. 
A. The Chinese religions. 
B, The role of women. 
€C.A and B 


4. Paragraph 4. 
Á, The Chinese' s occupation 
B. The Chicsc' s business, 
€. The Chinese' s role in the còmmunity. 


3, Translate into Vietnamese 


$2 


l. Because such practices destoy the ever- dwindling forests, the 
ø0vernment has been trying to encourage them to adopt more settied 
apriculture often at low altitudes, with wet rice and cash crops such as 
coffee, and cinnamon. 


4 9 4c 9": dịĐ 9, 0.000 0 440 k9 4 ti 4 ĐI AI GA in ki kiến k ĐÁ ch ĐÁ Án dị đ 6Á GAM Đá Bi ĐÁ GÀ ĐRÀ đản A4 0Á ng H19 0094 0909094040409004 29 


0...0... 1.0... 0... ïì 


2. The Vietnamese people đeveloped as a đistinct ethnic group between 
200 BC and 200 AD through the fusion of a people of Indonesian stock 
with Viet and Tai Immigrants from the north and Chỉna. 


Han 9Á mg vn pớ H96 Đ ng 9 ti ng tiện 9° kế 0 m2 mà ni 90p mg 01⁄9 92 09 n9 41909090 096 9 9 6 03 mm ng nh BƠ GÀ S4ĐGĐ..40090954 0840840408044 
“64 bế hà BA BI P4 ĐI BÀI PA ÁN kh kh h4 6666 SÁU BA SA C46 ^999/4/4959490499 ke 4€ 0P NG TA ĐA RA Ra kê n9 9094994 0490040404019 094 


H44 co vi kế te 996 há tg bát ng tách GAM Kế ĐỘ Hiên lá “0 Tạ se nón Hi 9090204 4405 04049 4606 64 Bộ CÀ hệ An GA He ĐÀ R44 SƯ E4 4P HH4 


3. Vietnamese women are having half as many children as their mothers' 
generation, because they have more choices - In education, marriage and 
employment, as welÏ as in family size and spacing. 


“rớt n ng. tin kh n Đệ ve th ng ng. ch ÊU CV s9 14490909 990 S909900990990 799099 C99999 99089294090909909097090909909090090999949090540940 114.19 034 


¬...............................Ố.Ố....ẮỐ..Ố............ố.s...C.......C..cG 


4. The demographic bonus in many counfries, tncluding Vietnam, offers 
an opportunity to build human capital and spur long-term development if 
investment ¡s made In education, jobs, and health service. 


HH kẢn 404 6 RA 0 c4 4, 444 (v4 44 lv B4 đả i8 2444.2000: 1190644 (2à 24.04 bả ĐÁ G44 e4 ĐÀ Đà BÀI ĐÁ bà hn m đ Đà hà me hà nen g0 1H 1900098990409 3s v 


| 


$. Known through thè world for thếir business acumen, the ethnte Chinesẽ 
play an tmmportam role ¡n the locaỄ economy, concentrating on Ífinancial 
and mechanicaf areas. 


¬... bố ốc `... . `... 


4. Speaking | 


Discuss these quest(ons with your frienlls: 
1. What has happened to the generátion of Vietnamese born after 19?S? 
2. What are the effects of the modern li on the ethnic mino/ifles' 
[ifestyle? 


5, WrHing 


Wiite an essay of about 200 wordẻ on changes ín areas inhabited by the 
cthnic øroups made by the recent opận policy in Vietnam. 
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UNIT 9 
CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS IN VIETNAM 


I. PRE-READING 
In this lesson, you wIHl learn about customs and traditions ¡n Vietnam. Before 
we sfart the lesson, discuss the following issues with your friends, 


l. Name as many occaslons as possible on which presents are øiven. 
What presents are suitable for the different occasions? 

2. Do you think giff-giving is a good habit? Why? 

3. What is more important in giÑ-giving: the present itself or the Way I 1s 
gIven? Give an example, 

4. Do you know the English proverb: "Dont look at a gift horse in the 
mouth"? Do you know any Vietnamese equivalent to this proverb? Do 
you know any other proverbs relating to gift-giving? 


Reading text 
GIFT-GIVING IN VIETNAM 


Ì. Presents are given on numerous occasions. [Ý you call at a friend's house 
for dinner, or someone 1s celebrating a birthday, tt 1s appropriate to take 
a long a small present such as fruits, fiowers or a piant. When you relurn 
from a tríp, I† is common to brỉng back a token of fiendship, sụch as a box 
Of chocolate or T-shirt for your staff. Gift-giving is very much a part of 
certain celebrations such as Tet, or a wedding. The appropriate type of 
present and how ít shouid be delivered is covered in the relevant sections 
in thỉs chapter. 
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In the West, a gift is a symbol of thanks for the giver, In Vietnam, where 
Buddhisin prevails, giving a giít is one way in which the giver can gaïn 
grcater Inerit for the next life. Hence, the whole action ïs ta the benefit of 
the giver, not the receiver. The VieInamese will not open your giÑ in font 
0f you but will accept it, place ¡t aside and open ¡t later. While they may 
thank you upon receipt of the present, do not expect a subsequent thanks 
once the contents have been nnwrapped and examined. The 
acknowledgement will not be fortcomimg. 


Colour and anintals can lbave symbolic meanings which are worth 
retternrbering during the selection of gHts. Red Is warm and 1s always a 
good colour; purple Is feminine and romantic; green ts you(thfil; blue Is 
linked with freshness, love and hope; black 1s associated with mourning, 
unhappiness and gloom; and white with death and funerals. Iiawever 
whifte also means nurify. Young women wear white 4ø đ¡is and white 
ros€s are a perfecL øtÍ\ for a young girÏs birthday. So, too, are the large, 
whtt€ ifaprani narclssus, or đoa cúc, that symbolise success and 
prosperity, Yellow is a confusing colour. lt ¡is seen a lot at Tet (as a 
substitute for gold). Yellow flowering plants are fine then and yellow 
wcdding dresses can be seen, but yellow flowers are never gIiven for a 
birthday, as they are associated with betrayal, 


Turtles are a display of endurance, strenpth and longevity; dragons 
represent good luck and fortune; a crane signiftes fIdelity and longevity as 
ít is the bird sent from heaven to fetch people destined for eternal le; 
sptders ae a lucky sign with reøard 1o money; and a buffalo sytmmbolises 
patenee and lovalty. But a cow is stupid, a pig both lazy and stupid, a 
inonkey bad, and a raven or owl an omen of death and delnittely not 
suHable as a presenf If depictedđ ïn a picture or Ornament. 


You w2lÍ need to be careful about certain types of gifts. Most flowvrs are 
fne bụt avotd #„e, These have hundreds of tiny, white flowers at the tọp 


85 


%6 


of tall stems and are usually used at altars. Chrysanthemturns are usually 
reserved for funeral wreaths. Pínk roses are for loves. The Vietnamese 
word for handkerchief, &an, is associated with the word #Èo, meaning” 
difficulty". Kho khan means hardship, so handkerchiefs are not given as 
present. Young girls used to embroider their names ơn the cortier of one 
and give it to their boyfriends when the latter departed for war. Many 
young men never returned and handkerchiefs have corne to be regarded as 
a symbol oÝ grief and parting. Knives stand for fighting. Gifs of perfume, 
đeodorant or soap mean that you think the person smells. 


. Not everyone Is superstitlous and many modem women appreciate 


imported gIRs of perfume or cosmetie, but are careful about giving them, 
Chocolates or other tmported foods are also popular and can be shared 
around ¡in an office as can fashion magazines, For men, ties, tie-pins, 
pens, shirts, cigarettes and whisky are always welcome. Cognae ¡s sipped 
rather than drụnk fast and tends to carry a hipher status than whisky. You 
can alWays ask a friend what he or she would like you to get from your 
scheduled trip abroad. Do not be surprised If you øet a specific answer 
such as a cream- coloured handbag of a certain size to go with a special 
outfit. However, the betfter-educated Vietnamese who has been exposed to 
foreign ways may not be so forthcoming as they know that ít s not polite 
in many foreign cultures to ask for presents. Á general rule ís that any 
timported item not eastly obtainable in Vietnam ›s finel 


.  Make sure the gIÑRs are obvtously from another country. One businessman 


gave a small lacquered box from Malaysia to a member of his staff, who 
queried him on whether it was bought in Vietnam or overseas. While the 
design was obviously Malaysian, lacquer ware is very cofamon ỉn 
Vietnam and the present was not as well appreciated, as would something 


that is unobtainable in the country. 
(Œrom “CuHure Shoch - Vietnam”) 


II. WHILE-READING 


1. Read the foliowing questions and cireles the besf answer 


t2 


-_ What ¡s the maafrt Idea of this article? 


A. There 1s a variety of presents in Vietnam. 

B. GiÑ-giving is a good habit in Vietnam. 

€. GiÑ-giving 1s of preat sIgnificance In Vietnam and ¡s cuÌ]ture 
characteristic. 

Ð. If you give a present, you inust be careful ín your selection. 


Whici staternent ïs the main idea of the 2nd paragraph? 

A. There is a great difference betwcen gift-øiving ¡n the West and that 
in Vietnam. 

B. Giving 1s gaining in Vietnam. 

Œ. Opening presents ts not cxpec(tcd ¡in Vietnam. 

D. Buddhism Is predominant in Vietnam. 


Wbhich statement ¡s the main idea of the 3rd parapraph? 

Á. Young women wear white zø đa¿s and like white roses. 

B. Yellow ís a colour that vou must be careful with ti Gift-giving. 
Œ. For funeral the black colour wouid be suitable. 

Ð. Colours are very mụuch a parl of gHì-giving. 


What ¡s the main idea of the 5th and 6th paragrapls? 

Á. Presenfs [ke a handkerchiefs are regarded as a symbol of grief and 
pariIng. 

B. Sui\able preseri(s are whiat you must khow, 

€C. Well-educated Vietnamese consider impolite asking for gift. 

Ð. Many modern women appreciate imported giÑs. 


"Gif-giving In Vietnam” 1s nrobably taken from? 
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A. aresearch work on Vietnam, 
B.anewspaper. 

€. a text book. 

D. a guide book. 


2. Decide whether the foilowing statemenfts are true (T) or False (F) 


T/ F 1. T-shirt would be good preseris. 

T/F 2. Vietnamese usually thank the giver both before and afer the 
€xamining present 

T/F 3, In Vietnam presents are thoupht to help the receiver have a better 
life. 

T/F 4. Yellow nareissuses are not øgIven for a birthday. 

T/F Š. A present with a picture oŸa crane would be good for the elderly. 

T/F 6. An owl is never suitable as a present if depicted in a picture. 

T/F 7. Young men receive handkerchiefs and never retum them. 

T/ F 8. Giving a bottle of perfume may offend the receiver. 

T/F 9. Cognac is better gift than whisky as if is more exp€nSive. 

T/F 10. Malaysian presents are more appreciated. 


3. Complete the following sentences with information from the reading 
text 


§§ 


|. You are supposed to gan greater mertt for the next liÍe ......................... 


3. Turtles are a symbol of longevity and therefore are .......... nh 


4. A preseni wHh baffiloan a pibbure Gần DÊöu... 46. 64..0141,..xe. so 


5. Ás long as you are in Vietnam, ¡t would be better not to Eive easily 


obtainabie in the country g†fts because 


4. Guess iùc mm:caning of the underlined word by choosing the correctf 
ArISWeT 


k2 


When you retum fTom a tríp, It is connmon tơ bring back a tọken of 
friendship, such as a box of chocolate or T-shirt for your staff. (para. l) 
a. a kim b. a symbol c. 4 lot 0Ÿ 


lì Vietnam where Buddhism prevalls, giving a gi is one 
Way..........(para. 2) 
a. is prominent b. exists €. ts famous 


Red ¡s warm and ¡s always a good colour; purple is faminine and 


roinaritic (para. 3) 
a. gcntle b. characteriscd by women c. wonderful 


Yellow flowers are never given for a bitthday as they are associated 
with betrayal (para. 3) 


a. taboo b, vice €. VÍrfue 


Young #irls used to embroider their names on the corner.....(para. 5) 


a. paint b. Write c. pui by means of needle work 
Cognac Is sipped rather than drunk fast...... (para. 6} 
a. nhaled b. smelt c. drunk slowly 
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7. Do not be surprised...... to øgo with special outfÍtt (para. 6) 
a. Interest b. suit C. pÏleasure 


IIL POST READING 


1. Passage for gap-filling 
TH cach oƒ the numbecred blanks in the folliowing passage with omly ONE 
HOrdL 


EYE CONTACT 


Direct eye contact is avoided between strangers in Vietnam, especially when 
girls and young women meet someone for the fist time. Ït may take time to 


build up a working (])....................... with a new s†aff member and if you 
BI ca. (l)/56288: các scscesssz..oofs..vov 87 TOTEIEHET and: in a ;posttơn df 
(Bì) com s29 26 2885025) đo not § surprised 1 eye contact is avoided for a/an 
(140620 siee0eask si period. The person 1s simple being polite. 

However, people will (5)....................... at you ¡n the street as you are an 
QDICCECOT TLĐ.2.2222 2-22-2225 It is actually impolite to do so and if you stare 
back, they will usually (7)..................... theirs eyes. In the country areas, 
people will look at you curiously and smile but in cities, the stares can be 
I0FEI(S):271.......- 22222 svc¿ and less friendly. Just as you may look curious]y at 
8›peTson:ffơm onelðf the hìll (93...:.:.-.--‹.mneeszs-cc remermber that you are a 
foreigner and have different clothes and (10)............................. Not all 
Vietnamese will be (11).....................« with those things so you can expect 
to be studied! 

As people speak, they wil\ also (I2}.......................-... their mouth will their 


hand or whatever (I3)................................tO be handy. Thịs is not a sign of 
nervottsness or a fear of bad breath, but† a cultural (14)......................... 
đỉsplayed particularly (I5)........................ Strang€rs, 
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l.  a,contact b. relationship €. BTOUp đ. feeling 
2. a, manager b. teacher c. male d. female 
3. a. authorify b. boss €, OWIeT d. direcfor 
4. a long b, short c. medium đ. mitial 
5. a.loùk b. glance C. Stare đ. shout 
6. a.advertisement b. amusement c. Interesf d. surprise 
7. a.move b. avert c. close đ. wink 
§. a.mtimidating b. intimate c. hospttable d.open-hearted 
9, afnimHies b. tribes €, nations d. groups 
IO. a. things b. lupøage c. hair-style đ. mannerisms 
II. a. famous b. well-known c. familar đ. used 
12. a. shuf b. open C. COVET đ. show 
bả: qái$ b. happens C. S€€ITS đÌ. 4DD€ATS 
l4. a. habit b. signal c. tradition đ. custom 
l§. a. for b. to €. on d. towards 
2. Tuned reading 
Hin SN NỈ 
PREPARA TIONS FOR TET 


Tet js the occasion that unites the Vietnamese people, who đevote their 
Creative energy and resources preparing for ít, Tet is, in fact, Vietnam's 
most iiportant festival. 


-_ The word ”Tet" is a distortion of #eý, meaning festival. The full name, Tet 


Nguyen Dan, or Festival of the First Morming of the Year, refers to the 
beginning of the year, which falls between the winter solstice and spring 
cqumnox. The lunar calendar ¡s divided into twelve months of either 29 or 
30 days, but every four years, in order to catch up with the solar calendar, 


9I 


there !s a leap month. Due to thĩs điscrepaney bectween the two calendars, 
Tet does not fall on the same đay every year in the solar ealendar. 


, Tẹt rites bepin a week before the lunar New years day, but preparations 


actually start weeks before that. On the 23rd day of the I2th month, a 
ceremony ¡s held Im hornes in honour of the Tao Quan (god of the hearth), 
with fresh fruít, cooked food, paper models of a horse, a car, a pair of 
tmandarin boofs and a cerernonial dress offered to Tao Quan. This is the 
time for the gods to return to the King of Heaven and present theïr annual 
reports on the state of earthly matters and the individual family to the 
Emperor of Jadè, before rzturning one again to earth on New Year' s Eve. 


. When Tao Quan takes his annual week- long journey to Heaven, the 


Vietnamese believe their home has been left without protection and so 
look for ways to guard themselves against an invasion of bad sptrits. They 
crcct ƒay it (sipnal tree), a very hiph bamboo pole with khanh, a 
sonerous clay tablet with a piece of yellow cÍoth attached to the top, in 
iront of the home. The ortgins of this custom are revealed ín a story that 
goes back to the binh of the Vietnamese nation, when they were 
constanfly threatened by malevofent spirits. The custom ïs still observed in 
parts of the countryside, but has somewhat vanished from Vietnam' s 
turban areas. 


._ With the malevolent spirits frightened way by the cay neu, the Vietnamese 


set their minds to things of the material sort and prepare the 6a? chung, 
Tet s tradittonal gluntinous rice cakes stuffed with pork, fa( beans and dry 
Onion. 


. Another indispensable feature, even for the poorest families, is a branch of 


peach tree blossom, the canh đaø. During Tet, branches of peach blossom 
can cost more than a đay' s average wages. In souttern and cenrral 


Vietnam, the peach blossom is replaced by caz#t mai, a branch of yellow 
apricot bÌossom. 


._ For maximum security agaiist any possible Intrusion by deinons and bad 
spirits, the Vietnamese traditionally lít firecrackers to thwart the notorious 
devils Na A anđ his terrible wife, who can not bear noise and light. In 
recent years, owever, a profuision of fireerackers had turned the cities and 
countryside imo a batte zone. So the government, in 1995, outlawed 
firecrackers, IngerIous Vietnainese found a way to keep the demons away, 
however, with tape- recording of firecracker nolse. 


. Cne öoŸ the most important elemens ¡in preparing for 'Tet Is cứw đo, 
parallel scentenccs written m traditional black Chinese characters on red 
paper, in Vietnamese nom characters, or romanised Vietnamese letters 
arranged to look like Chinese calligraphy. These are hung mì the centre of 
thẻ ho. 

(ram “CuHure Shock - Vieinam"”) 


Đecide nhether the folloming stafemeHts are true (T) or fuSe (F}) 


điệP: 


T/F 
T/F 
101 
“Tú, 
4 BI g 
TK: 


1| bi 


T/TF 
T/F 


l, All things the Vietnamese do at Tel are aimed at protecting 
themselves from bad spirits and demons. 

2. Tet never occurs on the satie dạy everv y€aT, 

3. During Tet, Tao Quan is absent frem the Vietramese home. 

4. Tet means the Festival of the First Morning ofthe Y ear. 

5. Tao Quan goes to see the King of the Heaven by car or by horse. 

Ó. C4y #ew 1S erecfed to see Tao Quan oŸff to the Heaven. 

7, The Vietnamese care about both maferial and spiritual thíngs 
during their Tel. 

8. Canh: duo and canh ti are used te threaten demons and bad 
SpInH, 

9, ƑIirecrackers are banned because they cause r1oise. 

L0. Caw đoz are Writlen In Chinese and Vietnamese nom characters, 
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3. Transilate into Vietnamese 


1. When you retum from a tríp, ¡1 is common to bríng back a token of 
friendship such as box of chocolate or T-shirts for your staff. 


GR n RÀ Đm Ánh án Ái 4 Già đc km óc dị N Hiản ĐI I4 ĐÁ ĐI H4 9 266 Â Áiản nát 4o 26 đo 4 ho hi á Binh ch HÀ Đến đả hi n Vi hi kh mm ni mm BÀ HA 4050404204 0404000844 1Ä tà4 


2.In Vietnam, where Buddhism prevails, øgI1ving a glft 1s one way in which the 
glVer can gaïn greater merit for the next lIfe. 


VU ni 900 009960 r0 0v n nà lá tin 6 hy Gà ty 4v. nh g0 cm. ti ng n4 ng v. mg vn ng mg 09 0. đu Hư VI ng ng nh BH HH V ng V0 L. 9T. 94 090909408908094008404 4084 


4. A crane signifies fidelity and longevity, as it is the bird sent from heaven to 
fetch people destined for eternal life. 


vn HỆ vn HH HH I9 n0 0v vi 09c p Ân 94 6 6c 9Á BS đi miệng gIYm ĐH G0901 9409405909000 1 và 0 1 09 00014090 009090010900090844009009120000990890040014040 0190 


+ 02422^ 844484 1.4.4 n4 ÝŸ1Ah$C400409( s2? set srhddstee s40 


v3 ng vineekninesreeeeeeeeibieo tre me me gi g 


5. Do not be surprised íf you get a specific answer such as a cream-coloured 
handbag of a certain size to go with a special outfit, 


4. Speaking 
Discuiss these questlons with your friends: 


1. Đo you agree with the writers view on Vietramese gift-giving? Why? 
Why not? 

2. What do you think would be the most importance for gift-givinng in 
Vietnam? 


5. Writing 


Write a letter to advise a foreign friend on gift-giving for a wedding party in 
Vietnam. 
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UNIT 10 
VIETNAMESE RELIGIONS AND BELIFFS 


1. PRE-READING 
In this lesson, you will learn about the religions and beliefs in Vietnam. 
Before we start the lesson, diseuss the following issues with your friends: 


ị What is the difference between a religion and a belief2 
._ How many reltiglons are there in Vietnam? Namec some of them. 
3.  What other beliefs are there in Vietnam? Name some of them. 


Reading text 
RELIGIONS AND BELIEES IN VIETNAM 


l. The Vietnamese way of viewing life has been strongly shaped by the 
people°s religions and beliefs, and the result can be radically đifferent 
from the Western perspective. As people become older, instead of feeling 
sad at their physical decline, the elderly become content and have 
Increased status ¡n society. The Buddhist believes that a person`s soul is 
not tied to the physicai body and death ¡is not final as the soul ïs 
reincarnated. Because of this, time is not a lhnear concept to the 
Vietnamese but I† 1s viewed as cyclical. There ¡s always another time and 
another day, year of life. In the West, the pursuít of happiness is 
something for which people strive. The Vietnamese, however, feel that 
they are born with it and one of life`s most important tasks is to protect 
that happiness so that they will not lose it. 


96 


. The religions of Vietnam are varied and rarely clear in de,finition. While 
soie people call themselves Buddhists, ¡t ¡s likely that thay also prac†ise 
Confucian and Taoist princtples, ancestor worship and a iitle animism. 
Actual beliefs have developed over centuries from a melting pot of many 
1d€as. 


- Traditional Vietnamese customs are an amalgamation of religious beliefs 
and oid practices. They differ between areas and eihnic groups. Some 
customs, like commemorating the death anniv€rsary ví a person, stem 
from ancestor worship. These days, however, the yotnger generation 
piefers to celebrate birthdays, especially wlien they receiv€ presenfs from 
their family and friends. 


.‹ Rescarehers In VIetnam”s soclal history offten use the terminolopy “three 
existing religtans” to refer to the sinultaneaus presence öŸ three religions 
in Vietram. Confucianism, Buddhism, Taoism. !n the 16 century lslam 
and Christiantiy were added. In the twenties and thirties of the 20” century 
there appeared Cao Dai and Hoa Hao religions. Thus, today ín Vieinam 
there are seven main religions, with varying influences exerted by them ¡n 
điÍferet regions. 


. Confucianism enteređ Vietnam in the 2" century BC. with the expansion 
0 the Ì!an. †n praclice, Confucianism is a politcal theory rather than a 
religlon. Ít advocates that man should live a high sense of responsibility, 
should love others and support theïr existence and sttrvival. Confucianism 
places sirong emphasis on duty, courtesy and virtue. Ïf reimforces the 
respecf given to ieachers and clders and acts to strenpthen family ties, 
heavily inRuencing đaily social interactions. 


- Buddhism was propagated directly from India mto Vietnam ïn the second 
half ef the 2" century by merchants. Buddhist followers believe in the 
four noble truths spelleđ out by Buddha, or “The Enlightened One”, who 
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lived in India in the sixth century BC. These are: all lìves experience 
suffering; suffering ís caused by đesire; suffering ceases when đdesire Is 
eradicated; and suffering can be destroyed by adopting the “noble eight- 
fold path”. Thịs path íncludes having the right views, ripht thought, right 
speech (honesty), ripght conduct (including avoiding immoral acts, 
particularly the taking lifc of any animal); right livelihood (not causing 
harmm to others); right cffort; right awareness of the past, present and 
future; and ripht contemplation (mediation). 


7. There are feW pure Taolsts living in Vietnam, but the Ideas have 
pcrmeated ¡ïnto the supersttions and beltefs of the people. Taoism 
originated ¡in China and extols virtue, non-violence, compassion and 
humility. It has blended with old animistic beliefs to explain the mÈsticat” 
connections between heaven and earthly objects, and how these may 
ínfuence a person through magic. 


§, Christianity is present in two mam forms: Roman Catholicism brought by 
the missionaries of Spain, Portugal and France from the 16” century and 
Protestantsm, which arrved more recently, in 1911. The former 
constitutes 8-I[Ô% of the population and the latter ¡s the smaller group, 
having only several hundred thousand followers, mostly among the hill 
tribes in the central highlands and some of the southerners influenced by 
the Americans. 


9, Muslims make up about 0.5% of the population and are mostly ethnic 
Khmer or Chams. Mosques can be seen in major towns and cities in South 
and Central Vietnam, Islam originally arrived with the Arab traders and 
the form practised in Vietnam Is not pure but has been blended with 
animism and Hinduism. 


10, Cao Dai is a sect that đeveloped im the 1920s ín the South of Vietnam. Ilt 
was founded by Ngo Van Chau, a district governor. He wanfed to blend all 
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the Faitis in Vietnam t†ogether under a suprerne being, the Cao Dai. [deas 
ftom Buddbism, Confucianism, Taoism, together with ChrIstranity, lslam 
and ancestral worship, were adopted. 


—_ 
_— 


. Hoa Hao takes Its orign from Buddhism. Ít was created by Huynh Phu So 
In the village of Hoa Hao (Chau Doc province) in 1939. Hoa Hao religlon 
advocates the pracuce of Budđhism ín the inner soul of man, and regarđs 
the saying of praycrs as the main religious activity of a believer. In fact, 
Cao Dai and Hoa Hao are two religious movermenis, rather than religions, 
They are more of a local character and have mụuch fzwer followers than the 
oiher reÏiglons. 

(From "Religion and BelefR") 


II. WHI.E-RFE.ADING 


1. Decide whether the following statemenfs are true (T) or false (EF) 


T/F1.In Vietnam, as people becormne older, they are sahsfied with life and 
are respected by other members of the society. 

T/F 2. The Vietnamese people`s aim ín life ¡3 to sirive for happiness. 

T/EF 3. The Vie(iaImese people”s actral beltefs are the resuit of various 
tdeas. 

T/EF 4. The relgious beliefs of the Vietnamese people in different pÏaces and 
among đifferent ethnie minorities are ílie sarme. 

T/F š. Confuctanism, Buddiism and Taoism are the onÍy three existing 
religions In Vietnam. 

T/EF 6. Confuclanism was :ntroduced ïnto Vietnamese people L8 centuries 
agu. 

TZ/F 7, Buddhiãm ortgiuated from India. 

T/F Š. Taolsm resermbles Buddhism in many ways. 

T/F 9. Roman Catholicism and Protestantiistrt are two branches of 
Christtantty. 

T/F 10.1 was thể Arab merchants who brougit Islam to Vietnam. 
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2. Answer the following questions 


3 


In what way is time not considered a linear concept but viewed as cycHcal 
to Vietnamese people? 


ÝŸ.-Ÿ.... anh. .. 8. ..°<c h3. P8894 089090400809400079408409040400090897Đ100108401400840840842414444 00% 08%. 898148099 92099090912014%100840%4£ 


ÝÝYớ- ng +... }{...H.h+B+R+HƠN H4 B+BG4404083090940940909004094010109400902085908590908408908944001009424414014408404444 1409440 194 


How đifferent are the concepts of happiness of Western people and the 
Vietnamese people? 


What đid the founder of Cao Dai religion ín fact want to đo? 


Vy 09 VÀ Y+À TRÀ IR «P4 G0 94094009900904400010909409412940009700904109009109409404091400404084 8244 2.8800 
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HH. POST-READING 


2. Passage ior gap-filling 
Fill each of the nurnbered blanks ïn the following passage with only ONE word. 


ANIMISM AND OTHER BELIEES 


Most Vietnamese, regardless of their (l).......................... Đelieve ímn the (2} 
170777071171 c: of spirits. 'Thcse dwell ¡in both living and (3) 
ho objec(s such as tree, kitchen, caves and mounftains and must 


be kept happy, L.iterally, hundreds of superstitions and (4)........................... 
have evolved from this. For (5) ........................... „ IẾ DUSINèšS IS pOOT, a 
AV.IỆLH1HITIESGSIT1đ (Đ))! s.y--sy,21975/63242-6061 a piece 0Ÿ paper to scare away the evil 
SDITIS (7) ......................... the problem. Astrology, geomancy and 
nữmEr0lOEy: di5O (5) si ccsceseaise-esbo a vital role in everyday liíe. People (9) 


cố n6 that the stars in the sky determine life`s outcome. 


Ancestors worship in Vietnam remains of high moral and social significance. 
Ơn anniversaries of deaths, and on (10) ........................... festival days, the 
telatlives of the deceased (ll) ........................... together wnh the (12) 
S011 1116 11011201507 Son of the deceased presiding over the ceremonial offcrings 
ĐK (LƠ) 1y. and Incense. The ceremony ends with family 
meiybers ptostrating themselves before the altar and burnmg (14) 
K10 10510 “Tnoney” which provides the dead with funds to make their 
]HG (0190/51 1116117..211221002xsxe in the other world. 


ANCESTOR WORSHIP 


l. Thís is very mmportant in the lives of the Vietnamese, no matter which 
reiigion they purport to follow. Ifs origins stem ffiom before any of the 
gieat religions arrived in the country, and elements are now blended with 
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Buddhism and Confucianism. The Viemamese have very strong family 
bonds that include the extended family and even the deceascd. Afler a 
person đies, if ¡s believed that his soul lives on to watch over and protects 
his descendants. The soul of the dead requires love and attention, say, 
from those who practfise ancestor worship. Ônly then will the deceased be 
able to live on with the family, bless the members and even warn of 
impending disasters through dreams. If the soul ¡s neglected, however, it 
becomes lost and lonely and has to wander around the Kingdom of the 
Đead. 


2. On the anniversary of a person°s death, ceremonies are held im hỉs 
memory. He is also remembered during the numerous lunar festivals and 
his soul is consulted during any mportant occurrence in the family- such 
as births, wedding or sickness- as ¡f he was still alive. This can be done 
through the family altar. To maintain their connection with their ancestors, 
people often have a plot of family land which houses the ancestral burial 
grounds. 


3. The land gives a sense of security and stability. The people live off the 
land and ¡t provides a sacred bond between the present and past. The 
income from the ancestral land is used to support the ancestors and a male 
descendant is given the responsibility of ensuring that proper care ís taken 
of it. So many families that have moved from the rural areas to the city 
have leR a brother or son behind to care for the ancestors, Children are 
essential as they must care for the ancestors, but the bírth of a son Is of 
additional importance as it is required that a male descendant looks after 
the dead and oversees the worship of his ancestors. According to customs, 
a đaughter or female descendant can not do this. Evidence of such ancestor 
worship can also be seen In most pagodas, where there may be rows of old 
photographs of deceased people. 

(From "Cuiture Shock - Vietnam") 
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Choase the besf qIiSH'er 


1, The origins of anccstor worship in Vietnam..... 
À. come from great religions wliich arrived ín the country from other 
COuUntT1€s 
B. come from Buddhism and Confttcianism 
C. are a blcnd of Buddhism and Confncianism 
Ð. stem from before Buddhism and Conficlamism 
2. The Vietnamese people have..... 
A. very strong famtly members 
B. very strong and extendcd family 
ŒC. very strong family ties 
D. very strong ties with the dead people 
3. The Vietnamese people believe thai..... 
A.. the soul ofa dead person continues to live 
B. the soul of a dead person protects his descendants 
C, tlie soul of a dead person requires love and attention 
D. Ali A, B and C. 
4. A deceased person ¡s often remeinbered..... 
A. on the anniversary of his death 
B. during various fcsttvals 
C. during any important event in the family 
D. AiILA, B and C: 
5. According to Vietnamese custoin..... 
Á. both male and female descendanfs can look after the dead and 
oversee the worship of tneir ancestors 
B. a daughter ofthe family can look after the dead 
C. a femaie descendant can oversee the worship of the ancestors 
D. a son Is very important to a family because ït is required that a male 
đescendanf look after the dead and oversee the worship of hís 
ancestors 
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3. Translafe into Vietnamese 


1. The religions of Vietnam are varled and rarely clear ¡in defimtion. While 
some people call themselves Buddhists, ít !s likely that they also practice 
Confucianism and Taoilsm principles, ancestor worship and a little 
animism. 


409 Pvhnm99eo 91. m.s9nngedxessesdeseseesdesnivdnene999000190109001090000909090009040094040414001009001PBE12840510084440344s.-192940Đ 994 4 


14994960191609094P2040919 k4 bên h^g9909294444009424494040944404P925990 59419 999094099499%096 790990 000Đ10002000084008549042054 1904840802949 


2. Confucianism advocates that man shoulid live a hịph sense of 
responsibility, should love the others and strive for other”s existence and 
survivalL 


*ˆ99994019990409092059009410099909150909491600200909400209209084049040949400209474949009454075909420900509%1959499409406044200c.14s0s2ns0s0endnsnenene 
1P. an k2 1h. Nn TH» SH» NHPH»]k-H+P-H9Đ9084040001924040000 06 820101084081054903054005405200Đ5454544/490910909°*%04290949401424120%02 
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3. Buddhism WaS ch ed đirectly tại India into bo Vina in the second 
half of the 2"° century by the merchants. 


4. Ñ oiam cigifted im China vải MEN, Virftue, non- 2 and humHity. 


srrdsrssvvvpnarde0 4 te-ee04s696hd1494 0884848400551 s6sêe bộ ^4c 49908496 111.4 “ch An 0990319990134 <090990901 90904309 v4 


Š$. Christianity Is present in two main forms: Roman Catholicism, brought by 
the missionaries of Spain, Portugal and France from the !6” century and 
Protestantism, which arrived more recently, tn 19] 1, 


.... ..... 
ˆ _ + + ..... v..†PÝ!ư na nen.nensaenneniee + 
ˆ ..... x .... v.+. tan. nne.n.neneaene + 
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4. Speaking 

Discuss these questions with your friends: 

|. It ¡s said that actual beliefs of the Vietnamese people have developed over 
ccnturies from a melting pot of many ideas. Why do you think it is said 
so? 

Why (s tune not a linear concept to Vietnamese people but viewed as 
cyclical? 


IS) 


5, WWriinp 
Write a leter to teÍl a foreign frlend about ancestor worship traditions in 
Vietnam. 
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UNIT ¡1 


EDUCATION IN VIETNAM 


1. PRE-READING 
In this lesson, you wiÏi leam about education in Vienam. Discuss the 
following questions: 


1. What role does education play in your country? 

2. What major educational and training policies are being carried out by the 
8overnment? 

3. What impact does renovation have on education in Vietnam? 


Reading text 


THE NATIONAL EDUCATION SYSTEM 


. Compared with other Third World countries, Vietnam's population ¡is 


very well educated. Education bas traditionally been held in very high 
regard. Vietnam's first national university was founded in I076, two 
centuries before Britains Oxford University. Considering economic 
standards, it has an exceptionally high literacy level of §2%. Before the 
colonial period, the majority of the population possessed some degree 
Of literacy, but by 1939 only l5% of sehooi-age children were 
receiving any kind of Iinstruction and 80% of the population was 
tliterate. Nowadays, almost all children go to primary school and 
secondary school. There are numerous universitles and collepes and 
many parents and children strive to gain access to these. The emphasis 
comes not only from a desire to get a better job, but also from 


Confucian beliefs that a persorts level of education refiecfs his status 
and identity, 


. Renovatlon in education and trang IS an íimportant part of the 
renewal of the state. In response to the change of socio-economic 
policy, the educalion system has initiated a number of important 
pollcies and directions: the hiphest national priorfty 1s being givecn to 
the education for seience and technology. Education and training are 
considered the necessary foundations and active Íactors for assuring 
successfUl implementation of the state socio-economic obiecfives, 
national construction and defence. Education development is aimed at 
Improving general knowledge, traning manpower and fostering 
talented people while broadening the scope of education and tmproving 
Ifs quality and resnlfs in order to contribufe to the state goal of "rịch 
people, strong country, civilised and equal society". 


‹. In November I993 the Government issued a decree regulating the 
giades and fevels of education as follows: 


a._Pre-school eduecation 
l. Creche (3 years) 
2. Kindergarten (3 years) 


b. General education 
{. Primary school (5 years) 
2. Lower secondary school (4 years) 
3. Upper secondary school (3 years) 


c. Vocational education (from l to 4 years) 


i. Secondary technical school 
2. Secondary vocational school 
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4. 
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d. Hipher education (4 levels) 
I. College (53 years) 
2. Bachelor (4-6 years) 
3. Master (2 years full-time; 3 years part-time) 
4. PhD. (3 years} 


e. Continuing cducation for those who are unable to attend full-time 
COUTSES. 


Schools in Vietnam are of different types and formms. There are public 
schools, semi-public schools and private schools. There are also schools 
of high quality or schools for gifted pupils, boarding and semi-boarding 
schools, special schools for retarded children/ experimental schools and 
đistance education schools. School classes usually run from 7 a.m. to 
11.15 am. and from l1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Becausc there is a shortapE of 
teachers and school space, most children only attend one of these two 
sessions. Vietnamese schools have a long break over summer, running 
approximately from the beginning of ]une until early September. They 
take another two weeks of over the Tet, or New Year, season. 


._ The vocational/ technical education system ¡s responsible for training all 


levels of workmen, from semi-skilled and skilled workers to technicians 
for the country. Secondary Technical Schoois are designed to provide 
students with an Intermediate level of technical skHIs in economics, 
cducation, culture, medicine and arts. Secondary Vocational Schools 
provide both general education and trade skills. Students can enter 
technical and vocational school after finishing lower secondary school for 
a period of 2-3 years. 


. Higher cducaton ¡in Vietnam does not have a long history of 


đevelopment. Only ¡in 1904 was the first modern university set tp in 
Hanoi to serve the whole Indochinese Peninsula. Sincee the August 


Revolution of 1945, and especialy after the viclery ín the war of 
resistance against the French ¡in 1954, the number of colleges and 
universities has increased vigorously ín both North and South of Vietnam. 
Since 1975 all colleges and universittes have been united into one systerm. 
To be admitted to universities students are requjred to take the enfrance 
exam. The prerequisites for the exam are as follows: 


—_ Graduated from gcneral or vocational secondary education 

—_ In good lealth 

— Under 32 years of age (under 35 for women, for those who 
served In the army and thuse ftom ethnic minority proup$). 


. Comtinuing educaton takes varlous Íorms ¡ncluding complementary 
cducation, distance cducation, open cducation and self-study. The 
mstitatzonal nefwork oÊ continuing educatlon consilsts of tmm-service 
training đepartments of universities, colleges and secondary vocatjonal 
scllools, open tInversIes, continuing and distance educafion cenfr€s, 


‹ Prior to 1987, the provision of educational services in Vietnam was the 
responsibilty of four difÍerent bodles. The Comimittee for Mother and 
Children Proteclion aversaw pre-school proprams ín creches; the Ministry 
of Educalion was responsible for pre-school educatton in kindergartens 
and formal general educatton through senior secondary school; the 
General Departnent for Vocational Trainng adIministered vocational 
cducation; and thé Ministry of Higher and Secondary Techntcal Education 
was responstble for universities, colleges, and technical schools. These 
†our bodies then merged iimo a single Ministry of Eđucation and Training 
(MOET). 


.- The Central Governmeut is responsible for políicy making, gulidattce and 
supervision of all education programs and administration of hipher 
education ínstituons Some provinces admmister junlor colleges 
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established to meet ther special needs. Seconđary education is 
administered at the provincial level, and primary at the district/ commune 
level. Technical and vocational education is administered by various 
ministries or by provincial administrations. Funding of the education 
System is a joint responsibility of each level, with the central government 
providing most of the funds for salaries and scholarships. The provinces, 
distrícts, communes and commuiiiies support most other expenditures, 
Ífom construction of schools to salary enharcements for teachers. 

(From "Vietnam Education qnd Training Directory”) 


H. WNHILE-READING 
1. Fill in this chart with the informtation from the text 


THE NATIONAL EDUCATION SYSTEM IN VIETNAM 


Durationof | The standard age (| Certificates, 
Education Level Educafion for entering the 1” Diplaomas, 
class or Í* year Degrees 
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2, Đecide whether the foliowing s(atements are true (Ï) ör false (F) 


— 
* 


T27" Education ¡s very importani to Vietnamese people, 

T/F_ 2. Alhhough Vietnamese people are very wcll-educated, 80% of 
them are 1lliterate. 

T/F_ 3. The natonal education system of Vietnam has Mmitiated a 
number of policies and đirections in response †o socio-economic 
changes In the country. 

T/F 4  Most chidren in Vietnamese schools have to attend classes 
from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

T/EF SỐ Children who attend secondary vocatlonal schools have to learn 
only trade skills. 

T/F 6. 1n 1904 there were sevcral universitles m Indochina. 

T/F_ 7. There are some exceptions to the age limit for students to be 
adimitted t@ un1versities. 

T/F_ §. The MOET ¡s responsible for the provision of educational 
services in Vietnam. 

T/F 9. Educational services in Vietnam 1s administered at 4 levels. ¡ 

T/F 10. Funding of the education system ¡s the responsibiliy of the 
central government. 


3. Answer the followiug quesdons 


l. Why do many Vietnamese parents and children strive to gain access to 
colleges and universities? 


2. What is education development in Viettam aimed at? 


0... 


II 


3. What are the requirements for students to be admitted to universities? 


4. What is the role of the central government in the rational education 
system? 


.........ố 


5. How do provinces, districts, communes and communities cooperate with 
the government in funding the cducation system in Vietnam? 


.. 3 khen HƯY  SÓn HS H+ 19H HP S1 119841. v v99 g939.1.1. 3499 03..Tm.p..°.nnnnnonslaslsemae 


HI. POST-READING 
L 
1, Passage for gap-filling 
FHỊ cách oƒ the numbered blanks ín thẻ following passage wth onhy ONE 
word 


Prior (1)...........I945, during French colonial rule, litl€ support was 
(25-2 for the schooling of the masses. Instead, only a small nưmber of 
selected Vietnamese entered the government education system which was 
)  ... on a French cumieculum and conducted im the French 
language. Thus, the illiteracy rate was extremely high with the vast majority 
being (4)......................... to read or write ín any language. Higher edueation 


was extremely rare øiven that there were only I0 secondary schools In the 
€ntire country. 


Under the current cducational system, children are supposed to start 
l6) 8n an school at the age of six and finish by age 11. However, some 
children, especrally ín rural and (6)......................- areas, start school later, at 


1I2 


eight or even (ƒ7}........................ Lower secondary school (8).................... of 
four additonal years and should be completed by age 15. Ủpper secondary 
requres an additional (9)................... years, and thus a student who entered 
primary on time and proceeded througlh each grade withouf any repetition or 
break, should be aped I8 at complelion of the 12 years of 
ẢU Di 222 si ceducalion. 


The Vietnan educational system has been cvolving for mrany years. The 
œ=overnment has made considerable (†])..................... to improve the quality 
0Ÿ teaching personnel ineiuding tncreasing the reguired educational standard 
Q1/80]:2))7.5 2.2. 12............-s at all levels 0F prmary and secondary cducation. 
Previously schooling was encouraged but noi (]13)...................... 


However, mm [99] primary cducation (grades ỉ through $5} was made 
compulsory. Education and human resource development is now a top 
b0 area in all the government development strategles and 


(ram “Vietnam Education and Training Direclory") 


FAMILY EDUCATION 


f. As in many par(s oŸ Asia, lif£ of Vietnamese people revolves around the 
family. People live in extended family that usually imcludes 3 generations 
comprtsing grandparents, parents and children. It is considered a tragedy 
not to matry and have children. Children are the most tmportant feature in 
a marriage. That is why large families of I0-l5 used to be common, 
aithough the mortality rate was quite high. Children were regarded as a sort 
0f pension in ones old age. The more chíldren a couple had, the luckier 
they were seen to be. Now, the costs of raising and educating children and 
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the government drive to reduce population growth have affected the birth- 
rate, and many vifty parents choose to have only two children: Sons are 
preierred as they will continue the family line and make offerings to their 
parentý soul after their death. Girls, on the other hand, get married and 
leave their own family to joïn their husbands. 


2. Children obey their parents and a 20-year-old girl may be forbidden to go 
out after 6-7 p.m. This may be a throwback to a time when the city 2s not 
a safe place at night. Older mernbers of the family or community are seen 
as Wise and thelr views are øreatÌy respected. 


3. All children are expected tơ work hard. From a young age, they will help 
with chores around the house. Boys and girls cook, clean and care for their 
younger siblings while their mother is at work, although such housework is 
done mainly by the girls. The eldest son is responsible for the mroral 
upbringing of his siblings, such as ensuring that they do their homework. 
He is also ultimately responsible for the finances of the whole family, 
caring for the parents when they are old and paying their homage tơ the 
ancestors, although all the chiidren will contribute money to their parents 
to help supporf them latet in life. 


4. Close contact is always maintained between family members. Owing to 
the strong link with their ancestors, the Vietnamese people are also 
attached to famiiy land where their dead are buried. Financially, people 
ofen help each other, giving money or buyỉng presenfs that meet the needs 
of family members. This family strength has helped the people survive 
therr turbulent hístory. And, together with the sense of community and 
family belonging, goes an emnhasis on maintaining social harmony, 

(From "Vietnam - Cuùttre Shock”) 
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Choose the bexi aHxWer 


1. People in Vietnam tsually live ím................... 
A. a small family 
B, a family of three people 
€. a large family with different øenerations 
D. extended houses 


2. Nowadays parents choose to have fcwer children because............ 
A. They do nọt want many 
B. Ï† is expensve to raise and educate chỉildren 
€. The governtnent đoes not want them 1o have large families 
D. Both B and C 


3, Older members of the family or cominunify are respected because people 


A. They are more mtelligent 

B. They are old 

€. They are more experlenced and wise 
D. Theïr view is always right, 


4. Ina Vietnamese famlÌy....................... 
A. Only girls do the house work 
B. Botlh boys and girÌs do the house work 
C. The mother has to đo all the house work 
D. The siblings do the house work 


5. The eldest son in a Vietnamese fainiÌy...........................-.- 
A. Takes care of his younger brothcrs and sisters 
B. Takes care of his parents 
C. Pays homnage to the ancestoTs 
D. Plays an :mportant role 


I1§ 


3. Translate into Vietnamese 


1, Virtually, all povernments of developing countries incorporate efforts to 
Improve formal education as an essential component for their social and 
economiec deyelopment strategies. 


H...P. na na 4reaesennvisnesese - * . . .rư nh + ... 


2. Education 1s íncreasing the key both for national and individual welfare: 
the educational quality of the labour force 1s an tmporfant determinant of a 
country's abtlity to participate in the rapidly emerging global econormy. 


3. Vietnam gradtẴlly achieved integration with the free market economies of 
its neiphbours. However, the transition to the market has required a further 
strengthening of the education system. 


4. As part of the recent social and economic reforms taking place in Vietnam, 
the cost of schooling 1s no longer fully subsidised by the state. 


HÀ Ơn g0 An G4 ĐÀ ĐA BIÌ( NA ĐINH I4 Đ0402000109090100014940944409419 0614940114094 44 4x4 8881 


5. Starting In 1989, only primary grades I through to 5 are exempted from 
tuition. Tuition fees are however quite low, In addition, textbooks which 
were formerly free are now sofd to students. 


.............. cac cac CỐ CC  .. ÔÔ 


4. Speaking 
Discuss the followings: 
1. Why do you thíink Vietnam has very hỉgh level of literacy? 
2. Why ¡s education and human resource development now a top priority 
area the government development strategies and planning? 
3. What changes would you like to see in your scliool curriculum? 


5. Writing 


Prepare a chart showing the Vietnamese educational system on OHT and 
make a tote for your presentation on the topic. 
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UNIT 12 
HEALTH CARE IN VIETNAM 


I. PRE-READING 
In this lesson, you will learn about the fight to prevent the spreading of AIDS 
in Vietnam. Discuss the following questions: 


1, Whatis ÀAIDS? Why 1s AIDS a problem im the wor1d? 

2. 1s AIDS a serious problem in Vietnam? 

3. What has the Government of Vietnam done to help prevent the AIDS 
cpidemic? 


Reading text 


EIGHTING HIV/AIDS EN VIETNAM 


1. AIDS ïs the plague of the 20” century. But how much do you really know 
about this deadly disease? AIDS means Ácquired lmmune Deficiency 
Syndrome. In your body you have antibodies which are like an army 
protecting your body against điseases or any bad germs which enter your 
body. IÝ this army finds a bad germ which could make you sick, it attacks 
the germ until ít is destroved. This is the way you get better after you are 
sick with a cold or flu, for example. The system which produces these 
antibodies ¡s called your “immune system”. It ¡is thỉs system which AIDS 
attacks. At first, a virus called HIV (human immuno-deficiency virus) 
enters your body. HIV Is like an army, too, but it is a bigger army than your 
own Immune system, so that you no longer have the ability to stop øerms 
and diseases when they enter your body. If you are tnfected with HIV, you 


I§P-) 


are known as “HIV posiive”. But you still do not have AIDS. After a 
while, however, HÌV will develop nto AIDS. Thỉs is when your immune 
systemm can nọ longer fipht the điseases that develop ín your body. ]t is very 
easy to catcii a fatal disease. Even the common cold can kill you because 
you n0 longer have your army of antibodies to fight the germ. 


. Ïl is estimatcd that by the end of the 20th century there wiÏl be betwccn 
130,000-160,000 HIV cases ín Vietnam with nearly 23,000 people 
suffering from AIDS and up to 24,000 AIlDS-related deaths. As of 
Septcmber I998§, cưmulatively 10,119 people infected with HIV and 1,224 
developed fuli-blown AIDS. The real number ¡is believed to have been 
much higher. Tirough out the 1986s, Vietnam rernained uniouched by the 
exploding AIDS epidemic in Thaiand and other south-east Astan 
countries. The Íirst case in 1990 alerted government authorities that HIV 
had arrived. Belween [996 and 1997, (he nunber of new cases had doubled 
and the prevalence of HIV had spread rom the South to most of other 
provinces. 


- The UN system In Vietnam has been active in assisting the Government in 
raising awareness oŸ the spread of AIDS and supporting Jjoint initiatives in 
prevention, health care, cducatlon and fraining, In !99ó, the JoinL UN 
Program on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) was establisncd, speclically to 
sirengthen and maximise the impact and effectivcness öŸ all LỨN aclivities 
reiated to fighting HIV/AIDS around the country. 


. VietnaIn establisuied a sentinei surveillanee system In 1994. Currently, 20 
senfinel sites and olher diagnostic faciliues monitor the HIV eptidemic In 
selected population grouns, However, this system does not record the full- 
blowini cases, althouglh cases are also more concentratcd in the Mekong 
Dela and the cen(ral coastal areas. In the North, HIV prevalence is Highest 
In Quang Ninh and Lang Son provinces. Regtonally, Ho Chỉ Minh Cty 
reports the highest prevalcnce of HIV. 


II9 


5. HIV/AIDS ¡is still largely confined to Vietnam's male population. In †997, 
83% of the people infected with HIV were men, However, the number of 
HIV positive women has been steadily mecreasing, while the number of 
HIV positlve pregnant women has increased six-fold since 1994. The 
majority of those infected are young-35%% are between 30-39 vears old, 
while 29% are 20-29 years old. Between 1993 and !997, the number of 
HIV positive people in this age group increased from 16.8% to 23,9%. 


6. There are multiple reasons for the spread of L(ÍV ín Vietnam. Injecting 
drug users have been the hardest hít, comprising 65% of reported HIV 
InfecHons. Inconsistent condom use has spread the disease amongst 
ommercial sex workers and the rising number of Sexually Transmitted 
Diseases (STDs) have intenstfied the epidemic. 


7. Unprotected sex and drng use amongst teenagers are on the rise, indicating 
that Vietnam's adolescen†s are engaging in greater hipgh-risk behaviour than 
once they díd. Many hospltal are reporting an increase In teen aborfions, 
and heroin use in school has been reported in many provinces as busy drug 
smuggling routes have increased the suppÌy of available narcotics. 


8. Rapid economic changes have also resulted in social changes. Changing 
values amongst Vietnam' youth and expanding entertainment and service 
mmdustries, rapid urbanisation and increased mobiltty are all considered by- 
products of đø¡ moi. Borders have opened up to trade, development has 
intensified and industrtalised zones have opened. 


9.UNDP ¡is currently formulating two new projects which focus on 
HIV/AIDS prevention in Vietnam. The Íirst project aims to strenpthen the 
planning, managernent and co-ordinatton capacity of leading øovernment 
bodies responsible for reducing the spread of this đeadly virus. The project 
also will focus on mnproving research capabilities in policy and strategy 
developmeIt. 


120 


10. The second proJect targets at training key Youfh Union stafÍf to support 
young people”s initiatives at the grassroots level in identifying their own 
solutions to the problem of HIV/AIDS and to ¡ssues on the environment. 
Coimnmunity-based tnÍormaiton activities aim at raising awareness and 
changing behaviours of the youth on HIV/AIDS. 

(From “UN News”, Volume 4, No.3- 1998) 


11. WHILE-READING 
1. Decide wiicther the foliowing staftements are trae (T) or false (F} 


T /E i. Up to September 1998, in Vietnam there were 1,224 people infected 
with HIV/AIĐS. 

T/F 2. AIDS cpidemic exploded in Vietnam ¡n the 19805. 

T(F 3. The first HEV case im Vietnam was discovered ¡n 1990. 

T (F 4.In the 1990s HIV/AIDS infection was more prevalent in the South o† 
Vietnam. 

T /F 5.UN has been assistinp the Govermmment of Vietnam im implementing, 
HIV/AIDS cducation/ training and prevention pnrogram. 

T/F 6. The majortty of HIV/AIDS infected in Vietnam are men. 

TƒF 7, AboutLwo-thirds of those infected are you pcople. 

T /EF §. Three-quarters of HIV/AIDS infected In Vietmami are InJecting drup 
US€TS. 

T/F 9. Heroin use has not hít schoofls mm Vietnam. 

T /E L0. Rapid economrIe changes m Vietnam have nothing to do with social 
changes. 


2. Answer (he following questions 


l. UNAIDS was established m Vietnam ín 1996. What are Its aim and 
objectives? 


dt ni m9 ĐÓ 4900, 000 00 1 Ác Go k1 đc 0E 9. 40408 6/80 kiến Niên điển in kiến Múi HH mo đc Co ĐÁ Ta Đá ĐẢO ki CĐ. iả km Hi ho Ác iả don dc Đi d hinh kê 


2. In which areas of Vietnam :s HIV/AIDS infection more prevalent? 
Why ¡s this so? 


3. Why has HIV/AIDS in Vietnam, like in the world, spread so quickly? 


4. What does the fact that unprotected sex and drug use amongst 
teenagers are on the rise indicate? 


$. What are some by-products of the renovation process in Vietnam? 


IH. POST-REAĐING 


1. Passage for gap-iling 
FiH each oƒ the numbecred blanks ím the folloawing passage with on‡p ONE 
HOrd, 


LIFE EDUCATION SKTILLS FOR THẺ YOUTH 


HIV/AIDS educatlon has been (])........................ in the school system from 
grade one to twelve and at universities (2)...................... the Vietnam Ministry 
of Education and Trainng (MOET). However, the content of HIV/ADS 
(2: 2 22121225312502 545 in school-based curricula still focuses (4)................... 

conveying information and medical symptoms of ÀI[DS. Methods of teaching 
and assessment of change behaviours towards HIV/AIDS prevention have 
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ES)N TU been addressed. In addition, not (6)...................... attentlon 
has bcen pald to the creatlon of extra-currtcula heal:th educafion activIties. 


With the Vietnam Red Cross Associaton and MOET, UNICEF has been 
IWÀN xi 721cc. Youth Health, Đevelopment and HIV/AIDS prevention for 
(8). 6.6.7 MDEODIE- 10H16 EIIV//AIIOS: :DTOJCCLE(Đ)(.......2:/..:.. S2 on 
maproving health and development of children and youth and reducing HỊV 
transiniission by empowering young people to (10)......................... effective 
decisions for health and HIV prevention. 


In 1997 UNICEF, MOET and the Population Council conducted a baseline 
study to discover wliat young people knew about and thought about sexuality 


a0 EM (Ì' ĐH: s6 1c xsy The result showed, m fact, how le young 
DEODIE-(0),.2.10212 5001021111912 121 about sexual health. Parents felt inadequate 
to (13)..................... WÍth the issues and found ít difficult to accept that young, 
students were (Ì4)...................... taught about sexuality. The study also found 
that teachers found it (1 $)...........................- to teach about such sensitIve Issues, 


2, Timed reading 


HEALTH CARE IN VIETNAM 


. Until recently, health care was widely available under excellent Íree system 
and access to doclors, nurses and midwives was possible for most villagers 
as well as city dwellers. Although recently fees have been imposed, the 
poor are supposed to be cxempt (with a certificate from ther local 
authorily), Most đoctors are well-trained and have access to further training 
at hoIye oï overseas to update their khowledge. 


2. The Œoverumenl has emphasised ñnmunisafton coverage, ïmproved 
hygiene and provided cducation on the prevention of diseases. H also 
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promoted a longer period of breast-feeding to help cut the Iincidence of 
mainutrition and Infant mortality. After analysing the devastating effects of 
chemical such as Dioxin (The Orange Agent) used during the Vietnam 
War, which appears to have resulted in excessive numbers of birth defects, 
there is now greafter awareness of health risks. Much emphasis is placed on 
birth control (to help decrease the hiph rates of abortions). The incidence of 
drug abuse and sexually transmitted diseases such as AIDS is also closely 
monitored. 


3. Traditional medtcinal cures are as well respected as Western style medicine 
and treatments. Because of the !,000 years of domination by the Chinese, 
Vietnamese tradiHonal cures are very similar to the Chinese ones. 


4. Herbal remedies, ointment, massages and acupuncture are also used to help 
maintain the balance between the am (the female component) and the 
duong (the male component). lliness ¡s believed to be caused by an 
imbalance between the two. Of the 6.000 plants listed as growing in 
Vietnam, over 1,000 are noted as havine I:edicinal properties. 

(ŒŒrom “Vietnam - Culture Shock") 


Choose the best answer 
1. In Vietnam, access to doctors, nurses and midwIVves Was............... 
A. Impossible for people who live in rural areas. 
B. possible for most people ín rural and urban areas. 
C. possible for only a few villagers. 
D. possible for city-dwellers only, 


2, The poor in Vietnam... 
A. do not have to pay for tiết heaNh CäTE. 
B. pay just a little for thetr health care. 
Œ. do not have to pay for their health care provided they have a certificate 
from their local authority. 
D. have to cover their own medical expenses. 
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3. The main goal of the Governrnent is ‡0................... 
A. provide Immunisation. 
B. Immprove hygiene. 
€. educate peopte ơn the prevention of diseases. 
: D.all A, B and C. 


4. Traditional medicinal cures are...................... .. 

Á. as well respected as Western style medicine and treatments. 

B. not so welÏ respnected as Western style medicine and treatments. 
| C. greatly Influenced by the Chinese ones. 


D. both A and €. 


5. In Vietnam, ther€ are...................... ....-- 
A. 6,000 medicmal plants. 
B, over 1,000 plants listed as growing ín the country, 
€. over I 000 medicinal nlants. 


D. 7,000 plants listed as prowing in the country. 


3. Translafe into Viefnaimese 


1. in 1996, the Jjoint ƯN Program on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) was established 
specifically to strenpthen and naximise the impact and effectiveness of all 
EN activities related to fightineg HIV/AIDS around the country. 
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2. There are multiple reasons for the spread of HIV ín Vietnam. Injecting 
đrug users have been the hardest hít, comprising 65% of reported HIV 
Infections. 


._ Many hospitals are reporting an increase ¡n teen abortions and heroin use jn 
schools has been reported in many provinces as busy drug smuggling 
Toufes have increased the supply of available narcotics. 


4. The first project aims to strengthen the planning, management and co- 
ordination capacity of leading government bodies responsible for reducing 
the spread of this deadly virus. 


. The second project targets at training key Youth Union staff to support 
young people`s initiatives at the grassroots level in Identifying their own 
solutions to the problem of HIV/AIDS. 
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4. Spcaking 

Discuss the followings: 

l. Ít ís reported that HIV/AIDS Is largely confined to Vietnam's younp 
population. Why? 

2. Discuss the main reasons for the spread of HIV/AIDS ín.Vietnam. 

3. What do you thính should be done to help fight J1IV/AIDS in Vietnam? 


5. Writing. 


Write a coInposition ín about 200 words on how Vietnam and ƯN co-operate 
to fipght and prevent HIV/AIDS. 
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UNH 13 
TOURISM IN VIETNAM 


IL. PRE-READING 

In this lesson, you will learn about the development of the tourist industry in 
Vietnam. Before we stari the lesson, discuss the following issues with your 
friends: 


I. What potentials are there for Vietnam to become a world tourist 
destination? 

2. What do you think are problems and difficulties in tourism mdustry 
development in Vietnam? 


Reading text 


VIETNAM - TOURIST DESTINATION FOR THE NEW 
MILLENNIUM 


I. Flying into Viemam was once an adventure ïn itself, but now, the more 
adventuirous travellers are coming Imtœ Vietnam by land from 
Cambodia, Laos and China. The fix atrfares between Vietnam and 1ts 
neiphbours remain in relative terms perhaps the most expensive in the 
region. Back ¡in the early I990s, foreigner conversation would 
invariably involve one or two taÌles of narrow escape from a landing or 
đeparting Vietnam Airlines aircraft. The national carrier had just øone 
through the horrors of two major fatal crashes (one near Bangkok; the 
other in central Vietnam), and íts antiquated fleet of largely eastern 
European-made planes were clearly not up to scratch. There was aÏso a 


128 


lack of funds, whiích means a lack of regular professional training, 
Inadequate mainienanee procedures and sub-standard airport facilities. 


. Now, the tide has turned, and Vietnam Airlines has been renovated 
from the Imnside out, and ¡t offers a pleasant alternative, with foreign 
residenis now even talking of deliberately choosing a Vietnam Airlines 
flight on therr last leg into the country. And ï† ¡s not Just because the 
nationaÌ carrier owns a new fleet oÊ aircrafÍt and has undergone a major 
reshaping. The cabtn crew and style of the operat(on has developed a 
distinct, intimate charm of is own making, and for us Vietnophiles, 
you almost íeel like you have arrived back here when you step aboard 
ín Bangkok, Singapore or Hong Kong. Ít somehow fits like a glove to 
be flying Vietnam Airlines into Vietnam. 


._ Xẹt, the fOurists want to come :nto the country Include backpackers, or 
the more adven(urous travellers, who can piay such an importanL role 
in the future tourism industry oŸ a country (let”s no( forget that the 
hippy trails of the 1950s and !960s eventually led to the modern 
billion-dollar tourist industries in places like Bali, Thailand, India and 
Nepal, And these people are ínereasingly being forced to stand up in 
the back of truck travelling overland from places like Vientiane to the 
Vietnamese border. lt is becoming obvious that the expensive fixed 
prices to fly in and out of Vietnam are keeping the locai industry hog- 
tied in t(s œwn backyard. 


. lf 1s now not even uncommmon for foreigners who leave Vietnam for 
holiday to buy only a one-way ticket to Bangkok, and then shop around 
the hundređs of efficient travel agents and buy an onwards return ttcket 
to Europe, Australia or North American that Is early as cheap as a 
Hanoi-Bangkok return ticket. 
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H is also not uncommon for potential tourists interesfted in coming to 
Vietnam to change their minds at the last minute because most other 
destinations offering similar physical and cultural attractions are so 
much cheaper. Vietnam 1s not competitIve. Ït is unabie to offer those 
bargain package tours that bring ín nearly 1,000 percert more tourists 
into Thailand for example. 


And to always keep things im perspective, no tmmatter how attractive 
Vietnam thinks 1† 1s, one must always remember the benchmark of 
France, France averages more tOurists per year than there are people 
who live in the country-that means over 5Ú million people go on 
holidays in France cach year. So while local authoritles keep boasting 
about Increasing tourism figures, the fac( that Vietnam barely gets past 
one million a year affer 13 years of economic renovation shouldn°t be 
forgotten. 


. Ves, Vietnamese people are hospitable and charming, the country is 


picturesque, and the hills are full of cultural relics. Vietnam boasts 
many scenic beauties and fascinating historic sites. Blessed by nature 
and endowed with ancient cultural traditions, the country can offer 
foreign and domestic tourists alike a điverse range Of tours. 


._ There is a hupge amount of work that needs to be done. The local media 


must keep chuming out travel information, moves must be made to 
improve the tourism service sector, better hotels must be built, better :n 
counfry †ours must be packaged, and more “V¡si( V':ctnam ïn the New 
Millennum” campaigns must be run. Viemam's  national 
Administration of Tourism neeđs to reach out and forge even closer 
ties and encourage co-operation efforts with relevant ministries, 
regional authorities and offices as well as the country`s travel agencies, 
to emphasise Vietnam's place on the world tourism map. Vietnamˆs 
national Adminisradion of Toursm needs to improve the 


professionalism of s†taff working in tourism industry and upgrade the 
national hotel network. The authorities mmust simplify administrative 
ptfocedures and regulatiors m order tơ ease the way for foreipn tourists 
who want (o vistt the country. We hope that Vietnam will achieve is 
target oŸ2 milllon foreign tourists and 11 million domestic travellers in 
2000, making a true destination for the new millennium. 

(From “Wietnam News”. October 2000) 


II. WHILE-READING 


1. Read the text and write down the main idea of cach parapraph 
Para. |: 


—“--................Ắ...ố............-...CC...(. . ..cC 


¬........................Ố..... (Cố... ca 


HH ĐH nọ HT HN BN ng BC RA KÓA hit B4 ĐÁ À GÀ Hi đi 6Á mÀ iÊY gi mg nụ pm ng k km im Ti Đ hót À Giá no đi n4 mi HH mm gi để nà g mg vn 


2. Decide whether the following statemen(s are trưe (T) or false (F) 


T/EP. 1l. One of the reasons for Vietnam tourism`s failure In the early 1990s 
is Vietnam Airline”s service, 
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H.JỆP 


jr 


TỊẾ 


2. Foreign backpackers or advenfurous fourists may play an important 
role in Vietnam tourism”s revenue. 

3. Vietnam tourisms competitiveness Is low duc to its Inability to offer 
such cheap physIcal and cultural tours as our neighbours do. 

4. Vietram has gọt past one million tourists a year after l3 years of 
rerovation. 

5. The complicated administrative procedures and regulations are 
preventing foreign tourists from coming to Vietnam. 


Answer the following questions 


What were the reasons for Vietnam tourism's failures In the early 
¡990s? 


44 2P Pưế GA hả hộ BI À BA RA NA HÀ ĐÁ NI 4 A4 BÀ 494 P4 E44 k4 BA R4 na hân nàn vá mm HH Hà Hà 2 mm. HH BỜ TU Ợ GA 1900990990404 001990904084 


4. 
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What ís not uncommon for foreign tourists, both on the good side and 
the bad side? 


What ¡is the đỉstinction ¡in tourism berween Vietnam, Thailand and 
France? 


Ý Anh n4 0V v0 1c3v.^.đ.3.094049400094009090440010430908984240 4... 


SỆ What needs to be done to improve the situation and renovate Vietnam 
tourisn activity ím order to increase the number of foreign and 
domestic tourists? 


đt th man tìm tim HH HO BH ƠI BỊ mm I4 00 800g 4044 P4 5.0 P.0, 9 4c 0 4 144148 00019 tẦ mì n HÀ HA HH m6. ng 0 8 HP GP 42000 00 401 19-00120900 0 9H X40 4442446 8 


vn ĐK ĐK Đ hi GIÁ ki ĐÀ 6 4 Á 4o ni iả hiến bi Ác đ mm đi n4 ảnh đ miẾ tin oán kiến Án đản GIÁ Go Án HP siết kiến ni đoán đo kiến Án 4 đến ni đi # ki đồn kìm ni đ mu mm nh mịn 


II POST-READING 


1. Passage for gap-fling 

KiH cach oƒ the natmbered blanks ín the following passage mữh onh ONE 
word from the ƒ0llowing: 

(route , stomaches, brecd, sparked, slcs, gi0eH , qHthorilies, ftourisfS , 
exchange , tdnsíry, (ood, hofteÏ, onerafion , cxplore, recines , cook) 


EAT-SEEKERS MAKE A ĐESTINY WITH DINNER.... 


Now thai ac preen light has been (]).................to Hanois new food 
street, due too open later this year, Vietnam tourist (2).................are catching 
ơn fast wil one of their (3)................ latest fads-food.themed travel. For many 
(4).............4 holiday ís noi so mụch an opportunity to Ÿ............... new 
hortzon and engage in cultural (6).................., but more a change to expÌore 
new flavours and perhaps swap a few (7).............. Foodies, as they are 
known, are everywhere and seeing the world through their (8).................. The 
myriad menus of 'TV chefs travelling the globe and (9).................up the local 
speclalties and all im priane-time television, have (10)..............the cult of the 
travelling foodies on therr culinary pilgrimages. 


Several travel firms now cater to thís new (]])..................... of migrant 
and offer unashamedly food-centred tours of Vietnam. The Australian tour 
(12)................., Intrepid, for one, offers a Vietnam Gourmet Traveller 
package, prormising “all the delights of Vietnam with a particular ermphasis on 
1ts fantastic (13)....................” 
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The towr follows a coastal (14)............from Hanoi to HCM ciy, 
.(Oopping off at most of the major (15)................along the way and at many of 
the better restaurants. Lenpthier stopovers are Inchuded at Hue and Hoi An, 
not only to explore their many cultural treasures, but also †o give guests the 
chance to sample theïr distinctive regional cuisine. 


2. Timed reading 


ON TIGER MOUNTAIN 


1. Bach Ma mountain just throuph the clouds are like an island in the sky. 
Waves of mist ebb and follow around the surmnmiit, shrouding the valley 
floor from view and hiding the noise and crowds, the sticky of the 
cities, under this fantastic canopy. Up here, Ít is cool- a gentle paradise 
belonging to nature. 


2. But Bach Ma National Park has not always been so tranquil. The 
Ssummit was once an Amertcan army base uscd to control the cities of 
Da Nang and Hue, Before the arrival of US forces the mountain was a 
picturesque hill resort. 


3. Its lushness is quife surprising consiđering the scorching ít received 
from Agent Orange defoliant sprayed over 12,000 ha of the mountain 
during the American war. Today these areas are recovering well. All 
traces of the chemical have been washed away and tree planting 
programs have restored the forest cover. 


4. Bach Ma ¡s situated at the northern end of the Truong Son range- a 
mountainous spine running through the central highlands of Vietnam. 
Moisture from the Eastern Sea is trapped by this đivide, resuliing In 
climate that is cool and stable year round. There is a bounty of animals 
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and plan1s, many found nowhere ín the world. Streams like this flow 
gently through the ;ungles before plunging over granite cÌIffs to the 
valley floor, 


._ For those who are more adventurous, it”s possible to scale down these 
CHIÍẨS, bui the sheer drop demands professional gear. Anyone who 
wants to spend a few days in the park can descend to the valley floor 
and explore the lowland Jungle with a guide. Park authorities have 
recently renovated some of the vilÏas or guests accommodation In a 
move Io develop eco-tourism here. 


. So far, Bach Ma has remained a well kept secret, There are few places 
left in central Vietnam that can compare with its beauty, With 
resporisible 1ourism, the park should continue to be safe heaven for 
plants and animals. 

(By Karina Holden) 


Kind the paragrapk ín the text that contairs the ƒo0lÏloMings 


_..a mg 


Gà 


Geographical locaiton and climatic condition of Bach Ma. 
Recovery of Bach Ma after the war. 

Attractions to tour1sfs. 

Flora and Fauna of the park. 


Translate into Viefnamiese 


l. Over the pasi decade, this area, largely closed off through the tyranny 


Of War, as comie tnrder scientific scrufiny. 


T22 ÔÔÔÔÔÔÔ 0a 00 0 6 0... 


đ Đi nh BC ác Bi GV G HỘ hi ki Hi 4 HC KH ÀI HC BI BI HỘ mg im  . g4. HC ti PK HH HƠY BH HH HA K2 mg HÀ GP ĐH GB ĐH BE 0409404 
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2. Itis unlikely that park visitors will catch a glimpse of the Sao la, bui 
you may see squirrels bound through the trees, small deer đart into the 
unđer ground, or silver pheasants ¡n flipht. 


3. Travel can both excite and mellow the mind, tire youthful muscles and 
stretch the imagination. Finding one đestination that does al[ this, and 
more, 1s the uÏttmate traveller°s dream. 


+9 ^bô be hen 09994091049 ki về 9e vớ ng Ga n9 04094 040900009070940194044000009208009940209404090090401400 16 90241404094440444 0429 094094 
.. ky KG hái niên on in ng nó 1122022112 ii1011002 1...1... 1... 


11ha. c kế gi. nh he nƯ^ na kế À4 BÀ 04 Bo Em Z4 mm EM nộ in nụ ni Giá cm my kim m2 mi ti | 


4. Tourism businesses of all economic scectors have become more 
đdynamic in expanding the rmnarket shares by promoting co-operation 
with foreign partners in Northeast and Southeast Asia and Europe. 


5. Investnent wilÍ be focused on mmfrastructure development. Thỉs 
includes building roads, water supply, drainage and telecom systems in 
tourist attractions. Cultral and ecological tourism activities will be 
further developed. 


HH thi nh kết 64 B460 tá lu ĐÓ ĐH GHI Hi t Vi BH In DI G 0m gi mÁ ki pm 0.6 Áo Pin Án À4 0/64 4 0906 cm ng Đá ĐÀ €4 21 ng mm 04. 
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4. Speaking 
Discuss these issues with your friends. 
- Vietnam tourIsm: problems and soiutions. 
-__ Development and prospect of Vietnam Tourism. 


5. Writing 


Descrtbe one of the VJjetnam's most famous tourIst resort in about 200 words. 


¡37 


UNIT 14 


VIETNAM'S FORESTS 


1. PRE-READING 
In this lesson, you will learn about the Vietnamese forests. Before we start the 
lesson, discuss the íollowing issues with your friends: 


!1, What kind of plants and animals đo you know exist in Vietnamese 
forests? 
Work with your friends and make a list of all you know. 

2. How important are forests to human beings? 

3. What are the consequences of deforestatton? 


Reading text 
FOREST IN VIETNAM: A REAL, PICTURE 


l. Mountains and forests make up more than three-quarters of Vietnam's total 
surface area, Due to ifs wide range of latitides and altitudes and wide of 
landforms, Vietnam contans a tremendous diversty of natural 
ecosystems and hiph spectes diversity in its forested areas. These 
€cosystems range from a broad spectrum of different forest types to 
coastal/aquatic ecosystems and a hiph species diversity ín is forested 
areas, shrub- and grasslands ínterspersed among croplanđs and settlement 
areas. The fÍorests of the country are estimated to contain 12000 plant 
specles, only 7000 of which have been 1đentified and 2300 of which are 
known to be useRi to humans for food, medieines, animal fodder, wood 
products and other purposes. Vietnam's fauưna ¡s also widely diverse. The 
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coumry is home to [73 species of mammals, 773 species of bírds, I8§0 
Species of reptiles, 80 species of amphibian, hundreds of species of fish 
and thousands of kinds of invertebrates. Larger animals of special 
mportance in conservation efforts include the elephant, rhinoceros, tiger, 
leopard, biack bear, honey bear, snub-nosed monkey, con-colour gibbon, 
kouprey, deer, peacock, pheasant, crocodile, python, cobra, turtle and 
marty others. 


._ Trapically, Vietnam' s wIdlife Is in a precipttous dechne as forest habitats 
are destroyed and waterways become polluted. Currently, an estimated 
2000 sq. km are deforested every year. Forest cover has decreased greatly 
trom 67% in (943 to 29% in I99] án to only 2196 at present. Í( ïs 
cstInated that ?ust 8 to 99⁄4 of Vietnam" s land areas retains I†s primary 
forest cover and only some 20% of the original moist forests which are the 
tnosf spccies- rích ecosystems remain in Vietnam as compared to 43% for 
Thaiand, SS%% for Laos, and 71% for Cambodia. Environmentalists Warn 
that unless thís trend ¡s changed, Vietnam' s forests wIll almost completely 
disappear ¡n the very near future. 


Ổ The main sources of forest depradation may be grouped as follows. 
Firstly, there ¡is arable land expansion. Among the Northern upland areas, 
thể loss 0Ÿ natural forests was larpely due to the expansion of annual 
crops- reflecting the subsistence pressure in the chroniec malnutriion 
provinces there. In the Central Highlands and South Central Coast, the 
problem ¡s blamed for the expansion of tree crops (coffee, tea, rubber, 
cfc.). Secondly, fuel wood consumption ¡s an important burden on forest 
resources. |ƒ converted t0 area equivalen(s, the demand for fuel woøod 
would account for 6 times as mụch forest destruction as comimnercial 
logging. Along the forest periphery relentless fuel wood gathering greatly 
excecds regeneration capaclfy causing the forest edge to recede. Thirdly, 
coImmerc:aL (¿2116 has made a great contribution to deforestation. From 
1986 to ¡99i, thẻ Government reporfed that forest industries officially 
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harvested approximately 3.5 million m3 of wood annually, Forturately, 
the ban on the export of logs and lumber was 1ssued im (991 and logging 
activiies have been substantially reduced since. Fourthly, shifing 
cultivation, especlally in the Northern High Lands and Midlands, and the 
North Central Coast cause the most extensive land degradatton. Among 
other cause of forest Íosses are Íorest fires and the spraying of the 
herbicide Agent Orange, Agent White, and Agent Blue by the Amertcans 
during the Vietnam War. It ¡s said that deforestation caused by spraying 
these chemicals would have been enouph to supply Vietnam' s timber 
harvesters for 30 years. 


. Deforestation has led to the formatlon of large areas of unproductive 


barren land, leaving the remaining forests degraded, poorly stocked, and 
scattered In small non-contiguous plots. Each hectare of land vegetation 
contributes to the flooding oŸ areas downstream from water catchments 
areas, irreversible soil erosion, and (upland soils are especially fragile), the 
silting up of rivers, lakes, and reservorrs, and uapredictable climatic 
changes. Environmental impacts include changes in the distribution of 
both plant and animal species. Alarmingly, many plant and animal specIes 
have been eliminated from the country and many others have been 
recognized as endangered. 


.For many years Vietnam has had active programs to cope with the 


situation, The reforestation program started :n 1955 has brought many 
positive effects with some 500 million trees plants over about 1600 sq. 
km cach year. In September 1992, the Government promulgated a Decree 
to utilize unoccupied land, a barren hilly area which ¡s krnown as The 
Barren Lands Re-greening Program. The primary goals of the program 
are to "stabilize" settlement villages and sedenfarise Itineran( shifting 
agricultnral population by developing the underutilized Fixed Cultivation 
and Sedentarisation Program, which targefed towards the approximately 
three million population of shifing activators in the hiílÍ and moumain 


_—- 


arcas. The mam objective of the program ¡is to siabilize ("ñx" In one 
place) the cuÏtivation of ethnic minor1tIes and encourage soclo-economic 
đevelopment and improved income activities. Another program, "guiđed 
migration”, started in 977 was aÌso airned at the target. The propram was 
set to promofe the establishment of “ new economic zones"” for perrrianent 
settlcment with financtial support for cooperaUves and state farms to 
IIV€Sf In thfrastructure consfruction and producfton services. The prograrn 
also provided opportunities for ethnic minoritles (to adopf permanent 
settlemenmt and additional support for productive agricultural activities. 
Selected families are given a payment for moving their household, a lot at 
the reception site, a supervision to establish their agricultural enterprise. 
(trom "Vietnam Environmental Program and Policw.Priorities 
/or qa Socialist Economy in Transiion ") 


H. WHILE - READING 


1, Reading the text and wriie down the main Idea of each paragraph 
EiFiDBTHDI/1E02117csei s66 v00 cac,  00122XE/Xictytc2ncfrsktbxee tiết» (no y@sly 4E) ácg 123920306 
l2210121:101/722 6611019 106i n1 ca. na 6a. 
ERTDETADH32561/06-.6.:1.: 806, Xeg 

PATAPTADHEA TS 12, sex: buá cán zixt lóc u42: 030172227 222C222in0a2222 : T1 ca cự 
IEEir:l4iIoliloibtbi0r S2 non 2 0n 2720117712 17 6.7 on rể 
2. Dccide whiether the following stafemenfs are frue (T) or false (F} 


T/F 1. The tremendous diversity of natural ecosystemns and high species 
điversity of Vietnam are explamed by Its geographical position. 

T/F2. Vietnam s annual deforested area inereases by 2000 sg. km. 

T/F 3. Imeversible sơil erosion ¡s the most serious consequence of 
deforestation. 

T/F4. The population of shifing cuHivation in Vietnam ¡is about 3 million. 

T/FS. The reforests area in Vietnam bas risen to 1600 sq. km. 
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T/F6. Comiaercial logging 1s a much less Important contributor to foresi 
degradation than fuel wood consumption. 

T/F 7. That plant and animal species are subject to great changes and being 
endangered ís considered to be an environmerrtal impact of 
deforestation. 

T/F8. Although many of Vietnam' s plant species remain unidemtified, their 
cffect on Vietnamese life 1s great. 

T/F9. Vietnam ranks after Thailand, Laos and Cambodia ín maintaining 
tnoist foresis. 

T/ F10. Forests in the Northern Highlands and Midlands and the North 
Central Coast are experiencing the most severe loss as a result of 
arable land expansion. 


3. Complete the following sentences with information from the reading 


1. The fact that forest cover in Vietnam has decreased greatly from 67% 
1. 0213:00 0nI9/ 2114 af pIEESEDI ¿2c6x.¿20665400660801xssusitäi 


2. The spraying of Agent Orange, Apent While and Agent Biue by the 
American đuring Vietnam War, though not being constdered to be the 
main sources of forest los$€S,,......................-..«.«- 


H4 g nh Hi ga hit núm 4c HÀ Đm địÁc iẾ 4 Ác kiến ni niảt hit ân đá tê ác HA BA 


3. Denuded of vegetation land which causes flooding, soil erosion, the 
silting up of rivers, lakes and œnpredictable changes In climate............. 


4. The Baren Lands Re-greenmng, The Fixed Culuivation and 
Sedentarisation administered by the Governmen(............................cccc.rsie 


Š. Áware of negative impacts brought by deforestation, the VieInamese 
EOV€THIR€RIE ...................- nàn nh. như ng HH Hàn Án T00 0804 the T0 
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4. Choose the correcf answers for the underlined word or phrase 
1. These ecosystems rage from a broad spectrum of different forest types to 


...(para.Ì} 
a.ranpeofcolours b. parts c, characteristics d. varlety 


2. Vietnam s fauna 1s aÏso enormously diverse... ( para. |) 

a. plan b. Ílowers c. animals d. living things 
3. ]t is esttmated that just 8 to 93⁄4 of Vietnam' s iand area retains i†s primary 
fOrests... (para.2) 

a. remains b. keeps C, SECUT€S đ. loses 


4. Among the Northern Upland areas the loss of natural forests was largeiy 
was largely due to the expansion of annual crơps...( para.3) 
a. harvests b. trees e. food plants d. grass 


5. Along the forest periphery fuel wood gathering greatÌy exceeds 
repeneration capacity...(para.3) 
a. succeeds b.desiroys — c. goes beyond d. causes 


6. Shifting cultivation...causes the most extensive land degradation.(para.3) 
a. cultivation Of VaTiOUS €rops b, slash and burn agricultur 
c. cultivation over larpe areas d, culiivation in one pÏace 


7. Deforestalon has led to the formatlon of Ìarge areas...leaving the 
remaining foresis depraded, poorly stocked...(para.4) 
a. Of less value b. ofless vegetatlon c. offewer trees d. poorly cared of 


8, (Opland soils are especially fragile)...(para.4) 
a.eroded  b.easily broken €. poor in conient  đ. rịch In content 


9, Each hectare of land denuded of vegetation contributes to.. the silting up of 
rivers, sireams, lakes and reservoirs...(para.4) 


143 


a. breakinzup b.blockmg c.overflooding  d filling with soil 


I0. The primary goals of the program are to... sèdentarise itinerant shiÑing 
agricultural population...(para.5} 
a. help b. develop c. stabilise d. ftx im one place 


II. POST- READING 

1, Passage for gap- filling 

KH cach oƒ the numbered blanks ¡n the folloming passage with only ONE 
word, 


In prehistoric time, mch of Vietnam was covered by dense forest. Despite 
great (]).....................caused by many factors, Vietnam' s forests are still 
diverse in both flora and fauna. Tropical forests contam more than 7000 
Identfied plant (2).................................... They also play host to many 
ốp v7 suy extinct in other parts of Asia like tigers, bears, đeer, etc. 


The country' s development and the growing population are putting new 


(4)..........................OTI ẨÍOT€StS. Forest area continues to shrink by arable 
land (5)... Tàn ...4@sDecially by (6)... ...€u]tIvation In 
TT: regions to Tế win food supply. The Ớ)... Lày2ect200Exisxue: OỀ 


chemical defoliants such as Agent Orange tt đi years of the 
American (8)......................................!D the War has also đeprived of 
Tiến 0) sa các 1.4 - 2 of vegetation land is subject to flooding, soil 
(10)..........................and øreat changes In ecosystems. To deal with the 
problem, (he Government Has caried oui a number of proprams 
IDHD MO cco 6d t0 prevent an ecolopical and hydrological cafastrophe. 
Ơn the one side, the Government !s trying to eliminate the shifting cultivation 
or slash and burn farming (12)..............................the Fixed Cultivation 
and (13)....................................PTopgram. On the other hand, the Barren 
J Ti: 0 J8 S0... ..1s helpiny to tum đenuded land 
DA n7... nu Nữ TP diverse forests, 
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2. Timed reading 


MANGROVYE DEGRAĐATION IN MINH HAI PROVINCE 


Minh Hai province, in the Mekong Delta, 1s facing serious socio- economic 
and environmenmial problems, which threaten the long-term livelihood and 
future of a large seprmment of tts 1.2 mijon population. In the mid-1940s, the 
piovince had about 437,000 ha of wetland forests, half of whiích were 
margroves and the other half were subtidal or "back" mangroves. Hardly any 
untouched mature mangrove forest now exists, Population pressure and the 
fwo wars resulted in only about 61,000 ha of mangroves remaining by 1975: 
and these have been largely cụt down, despite a large scale reforestation 
program which restore Minh Hai' s mangrove area to about l [0,000 ha by the 
carly 1980. Transmigraton, fuelled by shrimp aqua-culture opportunities, 
Saw an Icrease 1n agriculural houseloids at a rate of 3.7% p.a from 1985- 
1991 (compared to the nattonal rate of 2.5% p.a ). Area under shrinip farming 
expanded at an average annual increment of †5,000 ha/ year, from barely I1, 
000 ha in 1964 to about 132,000 ha by 1992, Mangrove forest ín this period 
was more than halved- from about ¡10,000 ha to 50,000 ha - most of which 
were for shrinp farming by individual state enterprises and army units, and 
for charcoal productioi. 


In the carly years, the coasted waters easlly supported extensive low cost 
carth dike systems which led ím the tidal waters through wooden gates for 
harvesting about seven times per year. But at the fast and concentrated rate of 
đevelopment, and gtven the poor manageinent and often improper dyking, the 
shrimp farmers have found theïr fields declining, and some supplernentary 
feeling has been necessitated. However, afier about three years, the acidity of 
the ponds are so now sfarting to be significant, reaching 30,000 ha/ year by 
the end of the 1990s, If the shrimp farming areas had adopted sustainable 
eXtensive systetns when commercial shrimp farming began, there would not 


have been such a great loss of both cultivation and mangrove furests. 
(From “Vietnam Envitonmermtal Program qHả Policy Prioriles 
#or a Socialist Economy 1 Transifion”) 
145 
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Choose the Đesf qHSWwer 


1. Through the passage, the author wants to teÌl about... 
A. how to conduct shrimp cultivation in Minh Hai. 

B. mangrove forest tn Minh Hai. 

C. the loss of mangrove forest in Minh Hai... 


ÐD. the need to preserve the environment when production ïs carried out. 


2. Mangrove forests in Minh Hai. 
A, do not exist any more. 
B. comprise any trore. 


€,. have been restored to the sittiaton before the wars. 
D. are facing serious damage caused by people. 


3. Between 1984 and 1992... 

A. the shrimp cultivated area increased by 50%. 
B. the mangrove area declined by 50%. 

€. the shrimp cultivated area đeclined by 50%. 
D. the mangrove area increased by 50%. 


4. The high acidity level is probably blamed for... 
A. cutting down mangroves. 


B. expanding shrimp farming. 
C. adding to the ponds somecthing. 
D. all of the mentioned. 


5. Which statement sounds more sensible? 

Á, The province has to restore shrirnp farming. 
B. The province has to replan† miangroves. 

€. The province has to sfop cultivating shrimp. 
D. The province has to bear self- created burden. 


3. Translate into Vietnamese 


[. These ccosystem ranges from a broad spectrum of different forest 
typ€s to coastal/ aquatic ecosystems, shrub- and grassland interspersed 
among croplands and settlemen† areas. 


 ÔÔÔÔÔÔÔÔ đt mm BH BC go DỊP HH AT 4084 8060004 04/04/0440241. 0 09t 4.0. n. m mH In KH BH SP BƠ TC 400 0 Hi hiến Am ri đìm n HH 
d1 9 9 9 60 008 it Giản Kon hien km HIẾM Đi 4 6 9 i4 mi HH m1 mm mm mm n mm -h IẢO ĐÀ ĐÁ ĐA 4c 6À đc Bi CN in ti min kim nh mm “...... 
m. . hân tưng n1 nh cm nh Ị}†.... ca“. mg Z1 m1 m1 mm Đ? b9 ng me BH HA BH n SH n TẾ HÀ SH HA HH BỊ BH ngan 14p PP 810m cv em 


2. HH ¡is estimalted that Just 8 to 93% of Vietnam's area retains its primary 
forest cover and only some 20% of the original moist forests which are 
the most specIes- rích ecosystems remain in Vietnam as comparcd to 
43%% for Thailand, 55% for Laos, and 71% for Cambodia. 


de ĐC Ác ĐI hd Hi hiển hi miên Hi nm n n RIN àh hiên ni hi nIÊ Ơn HH HH E628 ma m1 HH Ị HH mm 0m .....†...Pm .{.....amsme “acc 
GÓP II GA HỘ EU HP ki 4 Ti ki hú bể HÀ im n HÀ BI BÚ Hi BH HH mg đi In BH HT HH HN BI In KT tin mm la... 
....... .................  ÔÔỐỐ “..... 
“án ĐÀ tin A Bên há hiên nh tin m n1 ma m ..}....}.Ằc HH mm .ÔÔÔÔÔÔÔÔÔÔÔÔÔÔÔÔ. .... vn Y2 ni Bi Đinh HH .. 


3. IÍ converted info area equivalents, the demand for fuel wood would 
have accounted for 6 times as much forest destruction as commercial 


logging. 


>9 to NI 4 NÓ ni Hi Ni ti Ái HH m IẢT BỊ BI In BH I4 9, 8 1 Bà UIT HH Hi HH mm HH In HA min ...... “. 
....ˆnk am. nn mm  ÔÔ Ta... N..... 
II 4o đinh ĐÁ ÁP BỊ ơn ro Non in ki HO BÀ Án HH HH UP HC I2 BH HP Ạ HI im HH In HH Ki mm ti. 2... Ôn 


4. Deforestation has led to the forimation of large areas of unproductive 
barren land, Íe:¿:ing te remaining forests degraded, poorly stocked, 
and scattered in smaÏl non- contiguous plots. 


Kon €eveeeeee “‡⁄i HH Hư HH mm HH In HH mm HH hp . ..c...* -..ˆ-...... 
ĐC HN HN 0 GP 9 Đ 9 ĐH hi 4 2n ii Hi hi mi mm HH HH HỢP mm gớ VY tt g ng PIN mm HH CĐ ĐI 0/0 66 404960 0 04084: 404 ki kiến Hiến h HH 
.. an E mm. mn m1 m† cm ¬..... m. nhớ .......c ........ cố... _. 


5. Each hectare of land denuded of vegetation contributes to the flooding 
Of areas đownstream from water catchments areas, irreversible soil 
crosion (upland soil are especially fragile), the siltng up of rivers, 
streams, lakes, and reservotrs, and unpred:rctable c†natic changes. 


4. Speaking 
Discuss these issues with your Íriends: 
Victnam' s forests: production, problems and soluttons. 


5. Writing 


Write a composition of about 250 words on “Measures to be taken to stop 
deforestation in Vietnam”. 
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UNIT I§ 


POPULATION 


1. PRE-READING 
In this lesson, you wiÏll learn about the populatlon in Vietnam. Before we siart 
the lesson, disc0ss the following tssues with your frlends: 


1. How large is Vietnam's population? 
2. Why is the family planning program ¡important for Vietnam? 
3, How successful is Vietnam m this field? 


Reading iext 


THE POPUELATION DIMENSION 


Vietnam's populatlon growth during the last ccntury can be divided mo 
five pcriods. [n the first period (1921-1951), tere were fluctuations In the 
rate 0Ÿ population growth ineclnded by catastrophic events. These include 
the supJpression of peasanL uprising by the French and tiẻ famine o£ 1945 
(which was responsible for twoø million deaths). The second period (1954- 
1960) siands out for its hiph population growth rate of 3.9% per year. The 
flurd period (1960-1976) had a somewhat siower, although still hiph, with 
annual growth rate of 3.1%. The fourth period, covering the years 
tmmediately after the war and reuniffcation (1976-1980), saw a sharp fall 
in the population growth rate to 2.2%, The latter can be attributed mì part 
†o te econormic devastation and large-scale out-migration related to war, 
as Well as ta faliing fertlliy. The fï£h period (1980-1990) is chatacterized 
by an anuiual populatfon prowthi rate of about 2.1% and continuing đrop ín 
fertlity. Reduced mfant morfalify has also resulted in family size well 
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above historical norms In many areas. Such a populatton growth rate 
places Vietnam just bellow the average for low-income countries and is 
similar to that of Thailand (1.8%), Indonesia (1.8%). Myanmar (2.1%), 
and the Philippines (2.4%). 


The source of natural population increase has been a sharply falling đeath 
rate, not an increasing birth rate. The crude birth rate has been falling since 
1950, indicating that Vietnam ¡s well past the poimt of demographic 
transition. However, because of a youth -heavy population structure, birth 
rate will remain hiph for some time. The growth rate ín the Central 
Highland provinces (5.83) and the Northem Mountains (2.9%) are higher 
than ín the rest of the country. The high growth in the central Highland 
ƒfOVinces ¡Is maimly aftIbuted to overnmeni sponsored migration 
đesigned to relieve the extremely hiph populaton pressure and 
unemployment ïn the food deficient Red River Delta provinces and to the 
high natural rate of population prowth of the ethnic minorities residing ín 
these repions. 


. The even population growth rate and the falling feriility rat in Vietnam 


veil the disparity between the King and the non-Kinh (ethnic mmority) 
population. Eighty seven percent of the population is ofthe Kinh (lowland 
Vietnamese) ethnic group. The remaining population ¡s essentially made 
up of the Tay, Thai, Hoa, Khmer, Muong, Nung and at least 25 other 
cthnic minority groups. The non-Kinh population ¡s concentrated in the 
Northern Mounrtains and the Central highlands and ¡s characterized by 
high population growth rates and total fertility rates between 5.0 and 7.0. 
Thịs disparity mipht be the result of different mcome levels, Ïiteracy rates, 
and infant mortality among the Kinh and non-Kinh ethnic groups and 
đifferential øgovernment mmecentiVes to promote coimnpliance with IS two 
child family policy. Thus, the highest population growth rafes are now 
OCCurring 1n the under-resourced and remote mountains areas. Ín an effort 
to reduce the practice of shifting culivation preferred by many of the 


minority groups. the Government has permanently settled some 2.9 
million non-Kinh persons since !968. 


._ The Govermment has long recognized that rapid population growth would 
hinder socio- economic development, and has allocated top priority to 
addressing this issue. The reasons for assigning such inportance to 
population stabilifty are compelling. While agricultural tntensification 1s 
correctly emphasized, there will be instances where trade-off between 
growth and the environment would have to be faced, Rural transmipration 
and ¡ncreased urbanizaton could brmg ther own environmental 
nightmares. With such limited room for maneuver, populatlon programs 
clearly merit very high priorIty. 


. The OGovernmenfs populaton goal ¡is to achieve small and heaithy 
famiiies, on a voluntary basis, and to attamn a stable populatHion size at the 
earliest feasible date. The quantitative goal adopted :s to reduce the Toral 
Feriility Rate (TER), currently about 4 chiidren per woman, to 2.8 by the 
year 2000. This tmplies that the Contraceplive Prevalence Rate (CPR) 
should Increase from 53 percent of married womien of reproductive aøe to 
close to 70 percent (i.e. about half a million couplcs cach year must be 
addcd to the existing stock of fanily planning on a regular basis by the 
year 2000. That target is highly ambitious, but feastble If the receszary 
conditions are put into place. 


. In ferm oŸ population programs, Vietnam had effectively implemented a 
pilot voluntary family planning in the early 1960s. Following reunification 
in 1975, the program was extended to the whole country. After 1987 the 
aprtcultural cooperaúves, which were the tradiional vehicle for 
dissermmination ©f birth control, either decreased ïn effectivertess or ceased 
to exisl- an inadvertent eflect o[ Đơi Mới, Thịs gap ís, howcvel, heing 
filled by the formation of lnter- communal Centers for Population and 
Family Plauning, These centers attempt to provide comprehensive bínth 
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control services to the population but are handicapped by lack of training 
personnel, operating facilities, equipment and fund. These efforts should 
be broadened not only In terms of the range of family planning services for 
women and men, but also for family health. Thus, ín the rural, more 
sparsely popu)ated areas, mobile services would also be critical. 


7. Though the practice of family plamning ¡s spreading, a largee number of 
Pregnancies remain undesired, resulting m high rates of induced abortion 
and planned birth. Surveys conducted over the last few years consistently 
confirm that large majority of today's Vietnamese couples, in urban and 
rural areas, want a small family size. Thus, the public good of reducing 
nopulation growth coincides with the desired private benefit of limiting 
fertiity. Bui potential clien†s are not well served ín terms of the quality of 
services on offer. Method choice remains limited and providers skills as 
well as facilities need considerable improvement and support. 

(From “Vieinam Environmental Prosgram and Policy Priorities 
or a Socialist Economy ïn Transition"”) 


II. WHILE-READING 


1. Read the text and write down the main idea of each paragraph 


ly. b0 02102127 
Eara:2:.......SỐ.. 
BBTA3:............c- 

[#71011 101177 

|Poig:Va PT ST T77 T7 TY. 
PATB/O:.222:2:2222--c> 
PÄT8i/2ecccee:. 
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2. Decide whether the following stafements are true (T) or false (EF} 


š BAI sài 


Án 


N28 


T/F4. 


1/55 


T/F 6. 
Ti, 


T/F 8. 


E9: 


T/F10. 


In the firsf period {1921-I951), the population fll sharply as a result 
of the French policy towards Vietnamese peasants, as wel]l as the 
famine of 1945. 

Economic devastaon caused in part a sharp fAl[ im population 
between I976-I980. 

Vietnam, Thailand, Indonesia, Myanmar and the Philippines are 
low-Income counfries. 

The success In curbing populationa growlth im Vietnam can be 
explained by a sharply fallinp death rate. 

Govcrrwnent sponsored migration contrIbuied 1o the hịph population 
growthi In the Central Highland. 

Permratent settlertent is a way tơ reduce population growth rate. 
[itcreased urbanizatfon could bring, a high population growth. 

Evcry family must have two chíldren. 

Inter-communal Centers for Population and Family Planning are 
forined to replace agrtcultural cooperatives. 

Because the majority of Vietnam' s couples sull want a laree farnily 
size, the country's population growth 1s to be hiph. 


3. Complete the fellowing senfences with information from the readiny 


[nì Sptte of a sharp fall m birth rale, Vietnant' s population growth rate 
15/5†LI]251//61AS181T76SUHIOE-.2. 0210122 a2 2c sc0c v2 S AE Ea s15 16224 h22 210 


Different income levels, literacy rates and infant mortality rates among 
dIHEEenl:€thIGTPTOUDSL 515.2201101 10 T022 c1 0n222 0012322257145 725008521235 


TÔ... 0.000... ..... 1... 
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3. In order to maintain soeio- economic development the government....... 


Tin ni 221... 1...1... 


4. The target of the population program by the year 2000 is....................... 


lề #4 ĐÀ ĐÁ PIN 4 4 64 6 PM ĐÁ tả NA cớ ha tá Ra hi RA A4 k4 cá th iện hi ĐH v Tiêu HỆ GA 9 09 9B P009090944908 1448046 kế RA Phá Đó há tên hen hiến há kế 


3. Today's Vietnamese coupies want a small family size, but they still face 
R)IDIOEIDTODLETTSEE27:.22 5362201206200 bied62 sex vi cần t2 T0 ca 0117-77 100 j@JKm 


Choose the correct meaning for the underlined word or phrase: 


1. Reduced infant mortality has also resulted in family size...( para.]) 
a. bìrth rate b. death rate c. fertilhty d. disease 


2. The crude birth rate has been falling since 1950, indicating that 
Vietnam is well past the point of demographic transition. (para.2) 
a. is stable in population size b. has a stable birth rate 
c. is unstable in population size d. has an unstable birth rate 


3, The even population growth ratcs........veil the disparity between the 
Kinh and the non-Kinh populations. (para.3) 
a. similarity b. difference C. gAp d. level 


4. Thus, the highest population growth rates are now occurring ím the 
unđer- resourced remote mounfainous areas. (para.3) and 
a. with poor resources b. poferttial resources 
c, with resources not being mobilized enouph  d. wiih no resources 


5. The reasons for assipning such importance to population stability are 


compelling. (para.4) 
a. are Inportant b, inevitable C. I€CESSaTy đd. obvious 
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6. Wúh such limited room for manoeuvre, population programs clear]y 
meriI very ph priority. (para.4). 
a. d€serve b. measure c, worth d. praise 


7. Thís Inpiies that the Contraceptive Prevalence Rate... of reproduective 
age io.....(para.5} 
a. age of production b. marriaye ag€ 
c. chid-bearing ape d. young age 


8. ARter I987 the agricultural co-operatrves, which werc the traditional 
vehicle for dissemimaUon öŸ bìnth control.....(para.6) 
a. promofion b. prevermtlon 
c. disturbance d. implementation 


9. Thus, in the rural, more sparsely populated areas....(para.6) 
a.erowdecd  b. itlecrowded  c.large-family  d. smali-family 


10. Bưi potential clients are not weiÍ...on offer. (nara. 7) 
a. for sale ata certain price b,onspot c 2vadable  d. by nlan 


IH. POST-READING 


l. Passage for gap-BiHling 
FHH cach 0ƒ the Huinbcred blanks ím tho follawing passage MIh only ONE 
rord. 


POPULATION AND FAMILY PLANNING 


Vietnam lias an overall population deisity of 225 persons per sq. km, one of 
the worlds hipghesf for an agrtcultural country. (Ì}................... cà oŸ the 
Red River Delia has a populiation density of 1000 people per sq. km or 
nìote. Qvernll' l€: GỖ): ¡.cerseaeezeensisassassizzmsoe2lS BỘ Wear5* andttnfart 
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)Ả....e. ....„.„-„....1§ 48 per I000. The currernt rate of population 
growth 1s 2 1% | DêÊT y€ar _. HHH| TĐEEHLD.. E112 c0“ prevented 
effective family pÏanning. 


Dnfortunatcly, the l5 years or so during (Š).............................. Vietnam 
encouragcd large families will be a burden for quife some time to overcome. 
The country's population will likely double m the next century before zero 
population (6)..................... can be achieved. The task of reducing 
population growth in Vietnam ¡s đaunting. Ás elsewhere in the Third World, 
low education and low Iincomes (7)........................ to encourage large 
families. Unable to afford modem bínth control (8)..................... moSf 
Vietnamese couples still (9)...........................0n condoms, abortion or selfˆ 
induced miscarriage to avoid unwanted (I0)........................ 


The Vietnamese government takes effective measures and policies on family 
planning. For couples who iimit their family (11).................... to two children 
or less, there are promises of benefits ín education, housing, health care and 
cemployment. The measure comes for those who (12)................. the two- 
child limit. In general, these measures have (13)}............... in 0rban areas. Á 
two-child family ís now the (14)................... in Hanoi and Ho Chỉ Minh city. 
However, Family Planning (15).................... have had onÌy a minor Impact 
on bírth in rural or mountainous arcas. 


2. Timed reading 
#bÏ: 2222710701777 2X. 
SHIETING CULTIVATORS 


[, A great number of the Kinh and more than 50 ethnic minoritles inhabit the 
mountain/ hilì regions that cover about two- thirds of Vietnam. They are 
mostly shifting cultivators who can be divided into two proups, ifinerant 
and sedentary. The former, numbering sliphtly less than a million people, 
are made up almost exclustvely of members of a few ethnic minorities. 


I56 


tè 


tưo 


Their land use ¡s cxtensive; covering large areas although actual 
cultivation aL any time may be Just a fraction of the 'used ' areas. Family 
live away from cach other, each cleaning piots around their homes and 
cultivating tem for a number of years, until fertility becomes too low or 
wccd growth becomes too vigorous. When the distance to the plots 
becomes too long, they move (to a new site, Because of their nomadic 
nature, there ís litle information available about their farming systems. In 
1990, their cultivated holdings were estimated to cover about J§0,000 ha, 
the majorify occuring ímn the Central Highiands and the Northern 
Mountatns, where the minority populatior are concentraied. 


The latter include most of the rura[ population outside of the deltas (about 
18 million). They have fixed houscholds and shift cuitivation sites. Some 
tiembers of this group have access to small lowland paddy holdings. 
Cultivation generally ¡includes portions of the open access barren lands. 
Probably litle direct loss of natural forest can be atfr!bufed to this activity, 
which, In FacL, prevents regencration of forest on the barren lands. The 
extent oŸ sedentary shifling cultivation ¡s esuimated to cover as much as 
one mHÌion ha. 


Crop husbandry practices uscd by the itinerant shifting culivators and by 
sedentary shiftrng culuvators are similar: both use hoe cultivation and 
plant in jab holes without use of fertilisers. The: difference lies ¡ín thetr 
1€Sjective areas of conccitration, with 7tnerant shifting cultivators linked 
to commercially logged areas and scdentary shifting cultivators ufilising, 
so-called barren land. Crops grown ơn híi- sides include primar1ly upland 
rice, malze, and cassava with some soybean and peanut. It ¡s unelear to 
wliat extent the (nerant shifling củltivators are victims ©Ÿ deforestaiion 
rather than the c9lrtfc, hecause they lack the technology and therefore the 
option tö change whai uiey have been doing for generations. 
(From “Vietnam Environnental Program qndl Policv Prioriies 
or qa Soeialist Economip in Transttion") 
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Choose the beSf qHSsHIer 


l, ShifÑing cultivators... 
A,. compose the majorify of Vietnam' s population. 
B. live in moun†ainous areas. 
€. are ethnic minorities areas. 
D. are Kinh farmers. 


2. ltinerant shifting cultIvators... 
Á. have a large family size... 
B. work in family which 1s separated from another one. 
€. make imtensive use of their land. 
D. cultivate in the North. 


3. Sedentary shiRing cultivators... 
À, are similar to !tinerant ones. 
B. have another way of cultivation, 
€. cuitivate in lowlands. 
D. are nomadic farmers. 


4. Itis inferred that both cultivaftors..... 
Á. contribute to forest [oss. 
B. live and work in the same area. 
€. are not responsible for forest loss. 
D. are victims of deforestation. 


3. Transtate into Vietnamese 


I. The latter can be attributed in part to the economic đevastation and 
large scale out-migration related to the war, as well as to the falling 
fertility. 


TT 2...0... 0...0... ÔÔÔÔÔÚÔ 


-_ The high growth im the Central Highland provinces is mainly attributed 
to Government sponsored migration designed to relieve the extremely 
hiph population pressure and unemployment in the food deficit Red 
River Delta provinces and to the high natural rate of population growth 
©f the ethnic minorities residing in these regions. 


._ This disparity tmmight be the result of different incomes levels, literacy 
tales, and infan( mortality rates among the Kinh and non-Kinh ethnic 
Øroups and differential government Incentives to promote compliance 
with its two chĩld farmmly policy. 


. WIth such limited room for manoeuvre, populatlon programs merit 
very hieh priorifv 


cốc cố bẻ cố ốc Ốố.Ố......Ố.ỐỐỐ.Ố.Ồ. 


. Thus, the public good of reducing population growth coineides with 
desired private bcnefit of limiting ferttlity. 


¬............ cốCốC..................Ắ.Ắ..Ố.. 


QUY Ho in in km mì ÔN im HH HH ĐH HH Hi HH ti in NÓ. it ân im Hi Hi km Ki đ m9: 8/4400 0001041400000 009009 1242009//2/94402 04 890 006 nhìn m nh HH 


4, Speaking 
Diseuss these questions with your friends: 
1. Do you agree with the author's view that Vietnam ¡is well past the poïnt 
of demographic transitton? 
2. What do you think of the target of the family panning program by the 
year 20007 
3. Suggest measures to deal with the unsolved problems ím family 
planning. 


5. Writing 
Write a paragraph ¡in about 200 words, highlighting the factors contributinp to 
the fall in population growth in Vietnam over the last years. 


UNIT ló 
AGRICULTURE 


[. PRE-READING: 


In this lesson, you wi]l learn about agriculture ín Vietnam. Before you start 
the lesson, discuss the following issues wIth your friends: 


1, How good ¡is your knowledge about ¡ncentive polictes ín Vietnam's 
agriculture introduced during DoiMor? 

2. How do these policies affect the country's agriculture? 

3. Whalt measures đo you think are nccded to mprove Victnam's agricuÌture? 


Reading text. 
VIETNAM'S AGRICULTURE- SOME INCENTIVE POLICY ISSUES 


l. Apgriculture, besides being the most importanL sector of. Vietnam's 
economy, has also proven to be the most responsive to the structural reforms. 
lncreased Incentives coming from decollectivisation and the lifting oŸ price 
comtrols helped boost agricultural output and exports. Overall, ”getting the 
prtces right" has been one of tÍe most itnportant achievements for agricultural 
policy under Doi Moi. The policy changes affecting agriculture and the rural 
sector, wiich may have both negatve and positive effects on the 
£nyironmeni, are điscussed below. 


2. One set oŸ incentive policies of intportance for agricultural crops has been 
the reduced bureaucratic control on migration, increased +oneterization of the 
economy, and tnarket Hberalization. Às can be seen from the increase ¡n the 
Spontaneous migration Into Dac lac Province since 1989, this has resuited ín 
the further destruction of protection forests and special use foresis to produce 
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more marketable produets. Improved marketing tncentives, however, have (he 
potential for positive environmental effects in that better marketing prospects, 
could encourage farmers to Improve the intensifty of cultivation, increase cash 
incomes, and provide employmertt opportunities in linked sectors downstream 
(€.g., further processing of the products marketeđ) or upstream (in terms of 
supply of inputs and associated services). These activities would contribute to 
relieving the pressure Íor incursion into the protected forests, espccially ¡f 
clear demarcatfon of the priority forests and strengthened protection takes 
place at the same time. 


3. Input substdles were removed unđer Doi Moi, but their impact ơn input 
use, let alone the impact on the environment, can not be cl:arly established 
because of confounding factors. For mstance, pesticide subsidies were 
gradually removed in 1989 and 1990, and the average imports for those fWo 
vears were substantially lower than the average for 1986-88. The decline can 
be primarily attributed to shortage of foreign exchange because subsequent 
expansion in i99] to 17,000 tons took place when the foreign exchange 
Sitration improved. The explanation that rice infestation rates were higher in 
1991 and thus necessitated greater usc, while plausible, can not be đeemed the 
main reason because infestation rates were also high in 1990. Pesticides have, 
in effect, been overused prImarily because of the lack of knowledge of the 
benefits relative to costs In adopting integrated pest management, 


4, Another policy change with important implications ¡is the improved 
security of land tenure afforded by two major initiatives under Doi Moi. The 
first ¡is the increased allocatlon of state or cooperative-operated lands for 
private use with non-formal government rights to farm the allocated piots. 
This, in practice, mainly benefited lowland paddy farmers and selected state 
farms in the upÏand areas. This mnitiative 1s also atrtbuted to having been 
responsible for the yield increases from reduced planted rice ateas ín the late 
1980s. Where longer term leases were involved, land investment for 
preventing degradation and sustatatng productivity have allegedly ïncreased, 
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bút mission fieid trips to upland regions indicate that few long term leases 
have been Issued relative to the number of farmers being given non-formal 
tiphts to use the land. Unless the rate of formal rights issuance 1s Imcreased, 
land/soi stabilization measures or investment may not materialize. The 
second ¡s the allocation of forests and barren lands with former workers and 
new seftlers being given iand righfs to selected plots for private use and fixed 
areas of forests for protection under contract. 


5. Investment support that is not tied to Joint protection of remaining forest 
and formal longer term tenure rights wHÏ mean thai the previous delelerious 
siuation will continue. First, settlers wIll continue to contribute to Íorest 
degradation by increasing the demand for forest products. Second, seftÌers In 
forested areas will continue to clear the forest to pÏlant varilous crops and, 
depending on the cropping systems, serlous erosion effects could resuit 
Third, settlers not provided with proper exfension support services will be apt 
to use lowland farming techniques ím the mídiands and highlands, resulting n 
further severe depradation of the land resource. Formal improvement in land 
tenure 1s therefore only a necessary but not sufficient condition for the 
reduction of forest degradation. 


6. Prior to 1989, pices of major agricuitural commodities were 
administratively controlled, and used to subsidize food supplies to urban 
residents and ¡industrial workers, and to cover the large overhead of the 
bureaucracy with managed distribution, ineluding exports. Subsidized supply 
of food was phased out in ]98§-§9 and grain prices were unified at market 
ra(es. Excellent rice harvests írom 1988 and sharp reductions of exeess stock 
holdings by both farmers and the state climinated overall shortages in staple 
(ood and put downwards pressure on market prices, facilitating a smooth 
transrnission. Ás sfate dominance ïn the marketing system for rice, fertilizer, 
and mos( cash crops diminished, "guiđance pricing” relaxed, and private 
traders resuIned teir marketing activities, Vietnam Ìias become a true market 
€conomy. 


63 


7. Agricultural taxation ¡is cssential In the form 0Ÿ a presumptive 
productrivity land tax. Ït is currently structured on the basis of land quality 
based on different soil types and land forms, which are presumed to be linked 
to average productivity proxies. Exemptions or reductions are given based on 
the severity of weather effects or pest infestation. GOV ¡s said to be already 
starting to use exemptions to the land tax to encourage agro-forestry in the 
houschold-allocated highland areas, but ï 1s not clear that the system can be 
practically refined tơ encourage specific environrmnentally preferred practices. 


(From " Vietnam Environmental Program And policy Priorities For a Socialist 
Economy in Transition".) 


II. WHILE-READING. 


1. Read the following statemenits and say from whiích paragraph they are 
taken. 


(  )l. The Government ¡s startine to use exemptions tơ the land tax to 
Encourage agro- forestry Im the household-allocated highland areas. 

{_ }2. Longer tem leases of land lead to higher crop yields. 

{_ )3. Longer term leases of land may be negative IŸ settlers are not provided 
with proper extension support services. 

}4. The government gradually took off pesticide subsidies for farmers. 

} 5. Food supplies used to be popular. 

) 6. Land tenure must be more than formai. 

}7. Land tax Is based on quality of land allocated. 

} §. Improved marketing incentives heÌp protect environment. 

}9. Structural reforms have most effects on agricultire. 

} 10. Pest imfestation ís a reason for reduced land tax. 


TT mm. am 6=. m. ma 


2, Đecide whether the following staternents are true (F) or false (E). 


T/F_ !. Doi Moi has affected both agriculture and environment in many 
WayS. 
T/F 2. Unplanned migrahon in Vietnam, according to the passage may have 


both negative and positive effects. 
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T/E 3. That the State removed input subsidies has contributed to increasing 
tnput use, particularly that 0Ÿ pesticide. 

T/F 4. The overuse of pesticides in I99I was blamed on a high rate of 
harmful insects. 

T/F 5. Farmers try to prevent soil degradation and to achieve a high yicld 
when they are allocated land for longer term. 

T/E 6. One policy change ¡is to give fxed areas of forests to settlers for 
logping. 

T/F 7. After being allocated forests, some settlers may continne cutting 
trees. 

T/E 8. One factor of Vietnam's true market economy ¡is diminishing state 
role ¡in controlling prices. 

T/F_ 9. Farmers have to pay higher tax given better crops. 

T/F_ 19. Tax reductfons are nossible ín case of floods, storms or other severe 
natural disasters. 


3. Complete the following sentences with informiation from the reading. 


1. Agrtcultural output and imports In Vietnam in recent years have resulted 


T111 i20 nả na. nan 


"ỐC... sẽ... CC... ........ cà 


ốc... hs... c...Ố.Ố.Ố.Ố.ỐốỐốỐ.. ốc... 


4. Choose the correct answer for the underlined word or phrase. 


[. Inereased imncentives stemming from deeollectivisation and the liRing of 
price controls helped boost agricultural output and exports. (p. !). 

A,. forming collectives 

B. improving collectives 

€. đissolving collectives 

Ð. reforming collectives. 


2. These activities would contribute to relieving the pressure for incursion 
into the protected foests, especially ¡f clear demarcation of the priority forests 
and strengthened protection takes place at the same time.(p. 2). 

A. damaging forests 

B. goïng into forests 

€. hunting in forests 

D. protecting forests. 


3. Inputs subsidtes were removed under Doi Moi, but their impact on input 
use, let alone the impact on the environment, cannot be clearly established 
because of confounding faetors (p.3). 

A. including 

B. excluding 

C. despite 

D. because of. 


4. The explanation that rice infestation rates were high ¡in 1991 and that 
necessitated greater use, while plausible, cannot be deemed the main reason 
because infestation rates were also high in 1990 (p.3). 

A. eviđent. 

B impossible. 

€. necessary 

D. probable. 
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5. Aiother policy change with important implications is the improved securiy 
of land tenure afforded by two major initiatives under Doi Moi. (p. 4). 

Á. supported 

B. providcd 

€, caused 

Ð. added. 


6. Unless the rate of forimal rights issuance 1s Increased, land/soil stabil:zation 
In€ASur€S OF I1VeStent may nọt materfalíse. 

A. become material. 

B.receive ru¡aterial 

C. become visibly realized 

Ð. become materializcd (p.4). 


7. Subsidized supply of food was phased out in 1988-89, and grain prices 
were unified at market rates. (p.6). 

A. became a unit 

B. made unification 

Œ. made a single 

D. were fixcd 


§. Excellent rice harvests from I988 and sharp reductions of excess_stock 
holdings by both farrmers and the state eliminated overal] shortages 1n stapie 
food and put downwards pressure on market prices, facilitating a smooth 
transition. {p. 6) 

Á. eXC€ss stock market 

B. too many buyers êf stock 

€. (oo much of stock being sold 

D. too mụuch being held 
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9. Aøpricultral taxation ¡s essentialy ín the form oŸ a presumptive 
productivity land tax (p.?). 

Á. supgested 

B. proposcd 

€. supposed on a basIs 

D. foreseen 


10. Exemptions or reductions are given based on the severity of weather 
effects or pest infestation. (p.?) 

A. spread. 

B. amount 

€. harm 

D. damage. 


IH. POST- READING. 


1, Fill each of the numbered blank ¡n the following passage with only ƠNE 
word. 


LIVESTOCK DEVELOPMENT. 


Vietnam has a substantial livestock populaton. Data fiom MAFI 
.....(1) that in 1992 there were 13.9 million pigs, 3.2 million cattle, 


2.9 milion buffalo, and around 103 million poultry, of.. .. (2) SỐ 
millton are chícken and 23 million ducks. There are also an . Ti 2n EỘ) 
400,000 goats, 140,000 equines, and 40,000 sheep. Some 97% of all PlES, 
chicken and ducks, and 99% of cattle and buffalo, are .......................(4) 


privatcly, predominately by smail holders. The animals that are still 
Tà TU (5) state ownershin are mainÍiy breeding stock and exotic 
đairy animals. 

The animal populations are not evenly ởistributed throughout the country. The 
Red River and Mekong Delta .............................(6) for almost 4% of the pig 
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populatton and half of the national pork produclton,.......................(7) the 
mountam and midlands area of the northwest also has a substantial pig 
population. Half of the natöonal clicken floek is found ím the Red River Delta 
and nortiwest uplands, .......................... (8) 542% of the duck population 1s 
found in the Mekong Delta. Catile and poultry populatlons have grown at 
rates of exceeding human population........................(9) over the pertod I980 
to [992, while pigs and buffalo have barely .........................( I0) pace. 


2. Timed reading. 
EIIE-.15E.2---- vài 


Read the following passasge and cñoose the bes! dHswer 


DEGRADATION AND LIVELIHOOD IN THE NORTHERN 
HIGHLANDS 


The contrast between the Northern Midlands/Mountamn repion and the 
Central Highlands may be ¡lustrated from the study teams' field trips taken m 
AprilNune 1993. ln the North-westcrn reglon, condittons are probably the 
worst and least sustainable among the mountain areas. For example, in many 
of the mountain areas in Sonla province that were being prepared for planting, 
many places had more than 603% of the cropiand being cultivated Indicating 
that fallow would have been reduced to Jess than one year. 


From the landscape along Route 6, soil erosion was clearly evident and in 
some locations, the only viable option may well be the cessation Of 
culrivation: slopes of more than 60% were being cultivafed; soiis have been 
weathered down to alost base rock; and at several recently cultivated sites 
evelì dry bare sojls were observed to be very slowly slipping down the stcep 
slope wlthout disturbance. in a reseLttled area of Tai minorities, settlers had 
been directed to grow cash crops like mu|]berry of coffee and bananas on the 
betier quality at land under the assumption that, with their cash income, they 
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could buy th: food they need; but many instances were cited where relatively 
well-off familles have continued to farm steep mountain slopes and illegally 
cụt timber from the mountains. 


Land rights, If any, are informal. In a Hmong village, relatively high 
incomes encountered could be mainly attributable to the cash íncomes derived 
primarily from growing opium and, to a mụch lesser extent, firewood sales, 
Opium income permits the family to purchase rice for 1ts shortage period 
(typically 3-6 months). Thìs has, however, reduced the stress on the forests as 
was vividly illustrated ín another Hmong village located at the border of 
Sonla and Laichau provinces. ÀA household, whiích had newly moved to the 
community had íts livestock wiped out by animal disease because of the lack 
of veterinary support. Without growing opium, the household would have had 
to cut more firewood to compensate for its income ]oss. 


In the Midlands, with increased accessibiltty (e.g., in Hoabinh), high 
demand cash crops like sugar cane (for both direct consumption and 
processinp) has also reduced the need for expanding the holding for 
subsistence food production. 


l. In the North-westerm region soIÏs W€Te...................... .. - 
A. reduced to less than one year. 
B. expanded for farming 
€. severely damaged. 
D. all A, R and €. 


2. Ít is evident that Tai minorItIes..................... 
Á. grew cash crops and food crops. 
B. lived on steep mountain slopes. 
C. bought food Instead of growing II. 
Ð. still cut trees In some areas. 
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3. It can be inferred that Hmong ethnic mỉnorities......................... 
Â. Were very rich 
B. grew opium and sold firewood as main source 0Ÿ Income. 
C. expandcd livestock. 
Ð. grew rice and other food crops. 


4. Settlers in Midlands.............................-..-.---- 
A. needed to expand food production. 
B. needed to cut more firewood. 
C, øgrew sugar canes for factorles. 
D. had better conditions for sugar cane øgrowIng. 


3. Traisiafe in(to Vietrtainese, 


l. Agriculture. beside being the most Iinportant sector of the economy, has 
also proven to be mosf responsive to structural reforms (p. Ì} 


2. Que set of incentive policies oŸ importance for agricultural crops has been 
the reduced bureaucratic control on migration, increased monetization of 
the economy, and market liberalisation (p.2). 


—..---ˆ-ˆˆ......................A.............G (CC... (ch 
““- ˆˆˆˆˆˆˆ ỐC... Ốc... ỐC... (CC... 
--._ˆŠÓÔ .......................... ỐC. (CC... ốc cốc 
“—-.-- (AC... (Cố... cố 


d HP ĐI ti Bi Hi ân Hi it in Hồ Hộ Ki HT HH Hộ mm ti BH ng mg 8 6 094,0. 900084 8 4 E4 4 kế tin gì ti 4 d4 Bo NI doc Ni hoá 4. 4: 4Â Ki kim kim HH HH Ki im Hi Ki Hi 
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3. The decline can be primarily attributed to shortage of foreign exchange 
because subsequent expansion ín [991 to 17,000 tons took place when the 
foreign exchange situation improved. (p.3) 


d P4 PA HA g4 BA BA BÀ RA PN VÀ BA 44/04/0904 0409404 008 0 BA P0 6:44 404G 4 6/64 0:646 4 Bi Bi Già Đá tiên k9 Ác d Ác kiên mm g0 BH 4 4V nh êm mm HH mm mg 


4. Where longer term leases were involved, land investments for preventing 
degradation and sustaining productivity have allegedÍly increased, but 
mission field trips to upland regions indicate that fzew long term leases 
have been issued relative to the number of farmers being given non- 
formal rights to use the land. (p.4) 


Đhnbnadsep+ee9g049 e0 nsg p6 62s k6 há Án đình êm liả bia Đm sả ảo n À kê i04 6 má êm kh Ah Đa teen ha Đêh me bón đà khôn m1 ma mH1000009009000404040404 


5. Third, setflers not provided with proper extension support services will be 
apt to use lowland farming techniques in the midlands and highlands, 
resulting ïn further severe deeradation of the land resource. (p.5) 


vn tư gym HH N4 AC BI RAO BÀ RA ĐA CÀ BÀ HP PCASP4PIÌIÀ+ À4 N+ÀAPPPAP4P4PA4T4 S2 9194020990100090090090090949409909009409409010944408408160444%% 
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4. Speaking: 
Discuss with your friends. 


|. The report was made by The World Bank ¡in 1995. What changes do you 
thủnh have taken place in Vietnam's agrieulture since then? 

2. Olfer your own supgestions on how to Improve living conditions of ruraÍ 
settÌers in general and ethnic minorities In particular. 

3. "The government shouÏld concentrate more on agriculiture and rural 
development". Do you think the statement is right? Why? Why not2 


5. Writing: 


Write a parapraph of about 200 words on agricultural reforms in Vietnam 
introduced by the Party and the State. 
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UNIT 17 


NATIONAL EKCONOMIC STRATEGY 


L. PRE-READING 
In this lesson, you will learn about the ceconomics strategies of Vietnam. 
Before we start the lesson, điscuss the following issues with your friends: 


1. What đo you think is meant by modemisation and industrialisation? 
2. Why must we speed up the economic growth? 
4. What muat we đo to develop our multi-sector econoiny? 


Reading text 


1. 
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MODERNISATION AND [INDUSTRIALISATION 


The 9° conpress of the communiat Party of Vietnam presented an 
assessment of the implementation of strategy for the socio-economic 
stability and development from 1991-2000 and decided on a socio- 
economic strategy for the following ten years (2001-2010) — Strategy for 
accelerating socialist orlented industrialisation and modernisation and to 
establish the initial foundations for Vietnam to gradually become an 
industrialised country — and determine directions and tasks for the socio- 
economic development plan in the five years (200 1-2005) 


. Most major objectives set out im the 1991-2000 socio-economic 


development sfratepgy have been realised. The economy has recorded new 
advances in terms of production forces, productton relations, and 
intermational economic integrafion, and is now in a more substantive and 
stronger position compared to lÔ years ago. Steps have been taken 
towards overcoming poverty and underdevelopment, fowards greater 


independence and autonomy, and for creating better conditions to 
accelerate industrialisatjon and modernisation. In addition to achievements 
noted abuve, there renaain weaknesses, and Inconsistencies resulting ¡in a 
failure to better meet đevelopment requirements and to briïng into ful] piay 
the countryˆs poientials and advaniages. 


Ín thẻ coming years, based on further accelerating renovatlon and 
formation of socialist oriented market institution, Vietnam wIl strive to 
achieve raptd and sustainable development, to build an independent and 
autonomous economy; tơ (ake the inttiative to partictpate ¡in International 
economic ¡mtegration 1o realisc economic growth ín parallel with 
achieving social progress and equlty; t0 protect the environment; tơ 
maintaim national securlty and social safety. 


. The overall obJective of 10 year socio-economic development strategy 
(2001-2010) 1s to continuously improve physical and soclalL living 
staitdards for the population based on fuirther accelerating ¡ndustrialisation 
and modernisation in the context of integration. The strategy for the nexI 
LŨ years 1s a strategy for rapid and siistainable development. 


Ín teims of economic aspects: accelerae ¡industrialisaion and 
modernisatlon; equip and re-cquip industry and agriculture and services 
with advances techniques and technology; improve the efficiency and 
compctiiveness of the economy; gradually bríng the country out the 
Situation of pover(y and underdevelopment; step-by -step lay the 
foundatton for becoming an Industrialised country. 


[n t€rrns 0f ñnon-economiC aspects: contIinuously nnprove the quality of 
physical and sptritual living siandards for the population and construct 
socialist oriented market institutions. Strenpthen human resources and 
scientfic and technoiogical capacity, infrastructure and economic 
potential. 
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7. The next 5 year nlan (2001-2005) ¡s an important step toward realising 
the l0 year socioeconomic developmem siraegy, speeding up 
industrialisalton and modernisaton and enhancing cfẨiclency and 
competitiveness during the process of integration. À reasonable and 
efficient economic structure wiÏl be promoted ; domestic potential wHl be 
exploited, while at the same time mobilising more internal resources. All 
development resources will be used efficiently. Three strategic poals will 
be pursued sưmultaneously: hiphly efficient and stable development 
resources; deyeloping the basis for socialist oriented market mechanisms; 
and creating the position and strength †o take the initiative in tntegrating in 
a successful manner. 


&, Based ơn the above-mentioned requirement, the overall objective of the 
plan for the next five year are †o promote economic ørowth at a high and 
sustatnable rate, and rapidly adjust the economic and labour strueture 
toward industrialisation and modernisation. Visibly improve the quality, 
competitiveness and efficiency economic development. Construcft an 
Important part of soctalist orlented market Institutilons. Create dramatic 
changes to bring ¡nto full play the factors of human resources , education 
and training, and science and technology . Resolve urgent problems 
related to employment, substantially eradicate hunger and strongly reduee 
the nuinber of poor households, and steadily stabilise and improve the 
population's living siandards. Purther consolidate socio-economic 
Irfrastructure to create the preconditions for the next development stage. 
Preserve political stabiliy and social securlty, and steadily protect 
independence, sovereignty, territortal Inteprity and nation security. 


9. Agricuiture and rurai development; industrialisation and modernisation 
must first of all focus on the rost Importan( and significant sector to 
ensure stable development in the area where 75 3⁄2 of population live and 
where the agriculture labour force presentiy accounts for over 60 %4of the 
1ofal labour Íorce ¡in society. 
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10. Điversify and rapidÌy adjust the structure of agriculture production and the 


ruraÌ economy; estabiish specia]ised commodity production areas that are 
suitable to the poienlial and advantages of each region and locality ím 
terms of climate, land, and labour. Focus on good appHcation of scienee 
and technology In production; link agriculture with processtng industry; ft 
produclon with consumption market; and establish links betwcen 
agriculture — industry — service and rural market. Strongly develop the 
processing and inffastructure In the countryside; actively expand the 
cultivated land area where there ¡is stil unused land im order to rc- 
đistribite populatlon and labour and create new jobs; reduce social evils 
and impiement democratic rules ín rura] areas. 


.Continue to inprove food production. Food output is targeted to increase 


to 37-38 million tons, and tơ ensure food security by 2005. Develop 
agriculture comtmodities for domestic consumption and raise the quality 
and competitiveness of agriculture products, Develop livestock by re- 
Organisinp production ín the direction of encouraging development of 
larger household or animal breeding farm; invest in improving breeder 
animals and strengthen veterinary activities; process livestock products; 
expand meal and núÌk processing un[ts; and actively seek export market. 


I2.Protect and develop forest and continue implementing of the program to 


re-plant 5 million hectares of forest. Quickly develon the newly pianted 
forest area in conjunction with proteciion and regeneration and increase 
forest coverage to 38-39 percent by 2005. 


13. Develop offshore marine exploftation; strongÍy expand aquatic and marine 


Đroducts breeding and link this with bigh quallty processing industries; 
build concentrated breeding areas for aquatic and marine products; and 
tmprove shrimp breeding for export using ađvanced growing miethods, 
while protecting the envirorment. 
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14. Rapidly .levelop rural transport infrastructure, water resources, electricity, 
clean water, and expand tradrtional professional villages and increase non- 
agricultuire employment ¡in rural areas. Continue ¡mplementing the 
program of the hunger eradication and poverfy alleviation and focus on the 
development of village cluster”s cultural centres. 


15. Industrial development: industrialisatlon must create strong changes ¡n 
the quality of the growth of rndustry, especially in manufacturing, and 
contrtbute to raising the efficiency and competitiveness of the economy 
based on broader use of knowledge, understarnding, and the strong 
applicaions of achievements ¡ín ¡nformaiion technolopy and 
telecommunications. 


l6.Rapidly and efficiently develop ¡mdustry, attaching Importance to 
intensifying investment to increase te use of advanced technology and to 
gradually modermise industrial productton to exploit capacIty to produce 
high quality product, decrease cost, and increase competitiveness im 
domestic and export market. Promote priority development mdustries, as 
appropriate steps towards developing mefallurpy, machinery, electronics, 
software, chemicals, and petrochemical industries; harmoniously combine 
the development of exporí- oriented ¡industry with efficient Import 
substitution productton; use efficient protection measure to ensure hiphly 
competitive Industrial development as the driving force to accelerate 
Iindustrialisatiort and modermisation of the country. 


H. WHILE-REAĐING 


Read the text and find the main idea of each paragraph 
Paragraph L: 


Ko 2221... 0.00... ii... 2...0... 00... 000/00 0 Ôì 


lo niR HH tt n HH HH HH GB HH HH HH Hi HH HH HT HS HH HH HH HIẾU HH HH Ê SH HÁN HH Ơn HH HH Ơn HH HS mm HH BI HH HH HH mm n mm 


Parapraph 3: 


(ỐC... ÚC 


Paragraph 5: 

Paragraph 6: 
na : ề Vẽ... xxx 
Paragraph 8: — 


¬.---ˆˆ.......-....... -.. (GÀ C.....(À ........(. .........A..cG 


—“--ˆˆˆˆˆ'ˆŠ Ô .Ô..........................ố..ố..Ố........ 


Anser the f0lloming questions 


5 


° ¬—1 Œœ tha 


What stralegy will be presented at the 9” Congress of the Communist 
Party of Vietnam? 

What does the Congress delermine to do? 

What must our people do to accelerate ¡industrialisation and 
Imoderisalion? 

What is the overall objectives øf the |0 year soclo-eeonotnic đevelopment 
strategy? 

What will our Party intend to pÏan ïn terms of eeonomic aspects? 

Why can people say the next 5 year plan{2001-2005) is an important step? 
Why must our people speed up industriafisation and modernisation? 

Wlhy must our Party rapidly adjust the economic and labour struetire 
towards industriaflisation and modernisation? 
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9 Why do neople say industrialisation and modernisalion must first of all 
focus on the most important sector to ensure stable development ¡in the 
field of agriculture? 

I0 What must our people do to carry ou( successftly the policy of 
industrialisation? 


2. Decide whetner the following staterments are true (T) or false (F) 


T/F_ 1. Thepolicy ofaccelerating socialist oriented industrialisation and 
modernisation will be presented at the 1Ø” Party Conference of 
Vietnam. 

T/F 2. Great steps have been taken fowards overcoming poverty and 
underdevelopment. 

T/F 3. To carry out successfully the Party”s policy we must have 
independence . 

T/F 4. To bring ímo full piay the country”s potentials and advantages we 
have to get rid of remained weakness and shortcoming. 

T/F_  §5. Vietnam will strive to achieve rapid and sustainable đevelopment 
in COming years. 

T/F 6. Ourobjective now is to build an independent and autonomous 
economy. 

T/F_ 7. The overall objective of 10 year socio-economic development is 
to Improve living standard for Vietnam population. 

T/F 8. To equip and re-equip industry with ađvance techniques and 
technology Is the aim of making up our country Industrialised. 

T/F_  9.Inthe next § year plan our Party will develop the basis for 
socialist oriented market mechaIiism. 

T/F 10. The strong applicattons of achievements in trformation 
technology and telecommun:cations w1ll be carried out . 
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HI. POST-READING 
I. Passawe for gap-fifing 


EiI each öøf the numbcred blanks in the following passage with only ONE 
word. 


Many tndustrialists have predictably been outraged by Prince Charles's 
remarks about theïr inability to understand the importance of the human factor 


in Industrial revolufion. (])................... they feel that he ¡is speaking without 
the credibility which would come from direct industrial experience. In the 
SECOIU'()5... 2 co: , they believe that their record Is, in any (3}................... Ề 


good, because they are prepared to abide by eiaborate consultative procedure 
they themseives have đeveloped to cover all aspects of ndustrial đisputes and 
t0 ensure their peaceful and satisfactory solution. 


Ông: siiGUIN,¿(Ã)5669174...56% , recognise the danger that sụch procedures may 
actually word against the smooth resolution of a disputes. To (5}................... 
with, they erect a barer of rules and formalities(6}.............................. 
the contendine partles. This merely gives the proof (7}...................... their 
iD|91116 051 (U1E])/40 li 066) TỢ TT T9 vi Ai other as human betngs. Ïn 
(9)....................shop stewards and union representatives (I0)................... in 
the consultative pĩocedures may become tainted by the employer”s inability 
to Comniunicaf€ (Ì Ì}.................... ...-.««. the workers and consequently becotrne 
alienated from the people they (12).................... 


1 believe ít ts a serious error to think (13)........................ Iindustrial problems can 
be solvcd only by legal and procedural means. In (i4)................... ;Prince 
Charles was quite ripht to speak (15}................... in the way he địd , in spite of 
his own lack of direct industrial experience. 


I8i 


2. Timed re::ding 
'TÍHE?1 182-4122 02051E12 


VIETNAM AND THE EU LOOK FORWARD 
TƠ A PARTNERSHIP OF EQUALS 


l, I thínk, It is clear that the overall performance of our cooperation with 
Vietnam has been hiphly positive. We have seen Vietnam consolidafe its 
national, political and cultural independence throuph the energetic pursuit of 
is” open đoor” foreign policy and by taking 1ts rightful place as a full partner 
in the international arena. We are now watching as Vietnam prepares to recure 
Íts economic ¡independence as a full partner ¡n the International trading 
community by Joining the WTO. 


2. In fact, our support for Vietnams development as a trading partner has 
already started with the signature of our first Textiles agreement -with 
Vietnam In 1992. Thís agreement has been revised twice- first in 1997 and 
again ín the course of thís year- in order to Increase Vietnam's access to The 
EU market for is textile and clothing produets. The 1995 Agreement 
extended to Vietnam MEN treatment, giving Vietnam access 1o the EU 
market at lowest possible [evels of tmport duty. 


3. There can be no question that these actions contributed significantly to the 
development of Vietnam's exnort industries. Today, the EU is absorbing about 
22% of Vietnam's export and ís the second largest trađing partner of Vietnam 
afler Japan. Indeed, we currently have a trading deficit with Vietnarn and are 
looking forward to the day when Vietnam's economic growth will enable us to 
have a more balanced trade relationshIp. 


4. Às you sfate, u„nder the cooperation with the Commission agreed with the 
Goverament of Vietnam In 1996, we have placed a high emphasis on using 
our Eceonomic Cooperation insưuments to supportL Vietnams economic 
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reform, while seeking to alleviate the soclal costs of. these reforms through 
focussing in Development Cooperation on the strengthening of the social 
sectors, on poverty alleviation In the least fayoured rural and mountainous 
areas, and on support for the environment, 

(By Patten, European Commission for Externadl Relations) 


Comprehension check; 
Complete the followirrg sentences using the information from the text 
1. Vietnam has strengthened ¡is national, political and cultural independence by ..... 


TT  . .... 


2. The Textile Apreement beiween EU and Vietnam In 1992........................... - 


¬......... co 


S0 |1 0 NÓ bScM 9) 12170 20x1xrcc fffrrrrcrcc c0 tr caro not xt caro tr ri 
¿I0 181g S011 on ao sẽ. ¿xẽ.- 


3. Translafe into Vietnainese 


1. An USS §2 million plastic and chemicals joint- venture was finalised here 
on Saturday. 


¬...... S6 
TT 6 ốc 


"--ˆ...... ốc. n0... ....... 


2. The factory, to be built on an area of 24 hectares in the Go Dau industrial 
Zone in Dong Nai province, wHl have an annual capacity of 80,000 tons of 
polyvinyl chloride. 


d4 Hit Hi in HỘ Đó on 4 Ni G 4.6 4 mi HỘ it In im mm HI Bì HH HH HH 08,00 0 B0 040 808400 PT In HC Ôn Ho 00 8B 0 ĐH BÌg KH Hi HA I4 BỊ HH HC KH Ki HẠ 


Ti my Hy Hư TA mà m4 m9 t4 HT” TH n4 mm ni HH Họ ni HH HH ni HH 0 mm BI i0 00 8420 2 0/4 i0 Sn nH nh HH n HH nh mm nh Đn nên vn ng 


3. The factory should meet the demands of the domestic industry for this 
essential material, which, so far, has come exclusively from mpOorts. 


4. More than 80 Thai eompanies are expected to attend the Fair in Ho Chỉ 
Minh City on 20 -23 January. 


T0 0 0Ô 0Ô 00/0000 ïÔ ÔÔÔÔÔÔÔÔ 0/0 ÔÔÔÔốỐ 


5. Vietnam's eeonomie reforms have turned it into a potentially fertile ground 
for IVesfOrs 


Thang hàn 


4. Speaking 


Discuss these Issues with your friends: 
- The policy of Ð modemization and immdustrialization in the period of 
transition to sociaÏism of our country. 


-  Things to be done to speed up mmdustrtalisation and mođdernisation rn 
Vietnam? 


5, Writing 
Write a summary of about 200 words on Vietnam's modernisation and 
industrialisation poÏicy. 
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UNIT I8 


› VIETNAM'S LELCONOMIC REFORMS 


I. PRE-READING 
[h thts lesson, you WwIÍl learn about the Vietnan's economic reform. 3efore we 


star1 the lesson, discuss the following Issues with your Íriends. 


I.._ Whien did the economie reform program first start? What are the main 
poInts oŸ the propram? 

What achievement has Vietnam gained nnder the economic polictes? 

-_ What are the chailenges for the economric reforms t1 Vietnam? 

Explain this expression: ”“Putting the toothpaste back In the tube mipht 


đc tk 


well be Impossible?" 
Reading text 
ECONOMIC REFORMS: Á GOOD START, BUT... 


|. Ủntil vcry recently Vietnam plunged ínto a serious econoImic crisis. [he 

country's economy was beset hy weak exports, a lack of raw materials for 

tndustry, chronic sltortages of spare parts, a hmited supply o£ consumer 

g00ds, uneinployment, under employment are etrratic runaway infiation 

(70% :n 19656). The economy was hurt by wartiine infrastructure damage 

(not a single bridge ín the North survived American air raids). The so 

called admimistrative-command ccononmy was run by the central 
Ø8Oovernment, 


2. Vietnam's efforts to restructure the economy really got undetway with the 
Sixth Party Congress held in Ðecember 1986 with the appointment of a 
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proponent of refom Nguyen Van Linh as General Secretary of the 
Communist Party. The country adopted a new economic reform program 
called in Vietnamese doi mơi, which is characterised by cutúng state 
subsidtes, allowing limited private enterprise, reducing centralised 
planning, rationalising exchange rates and liberalising foreign investment. 


. The more liberal rules had a dramatic effect on Vietnam's economy 


immediately. Upon the legalisation of limited private enterprise, family 
business began poppng up øover the country. Ín the countryside, 
agricultural reforms have allowed peasants to acquire small land holdings 
and more-market or(ented policies have increased food production 
dramaticaly. The government has Instructed officials to return land which 
was arbitrarily confiscated from peasants in Southern Vietnam between 
1978 and 1983. The new agriculttral policies also emphasise family 
farming over state-run collectives. Directly as a result of the reforms, 
Vietnam moved from being a rice importer in the mid-1980s to become 
the world's third largest rice exporter in 1991 (after Thailand and the SA) 
and number two in recent y€ars. 


, The economic reforms are seeing result in economic relations with the 


outstde. Outsiders see a huge and untapped consumer market: 75 miilion 
peopie more than haÌf of them under the age of 25, wIthout estabfished 
buyïng habits but having more đisposable Iincomes. They see a well- 
educated, literate and traimable work force that requires jobs. They see 
tremendous needs to build the nation infrastructure: hiphways, telephone 
and poWer systems, and shipping ports. Foreign investors have corne to 
the country with a new economic activity: forelgn-Joint venttre operation. 
Foreign-owned trading companies have been proliferating. Some of the 
most sucecessful joïnt-ventures to date have ínvolved hotels, though some 
Of these mvestments are clear cases of real-estate speculation. The leading 
foreign investors are Koreans, Singaporeans and Taiwanese followed by 
people in Hong Kong and Australia. The French and Americans are also 


very active. Now that foreign business people are takIing an ¡in(erest #1 
VieInam, prospects for developing highly competitive industries look 
certain 1f the reforms are not derailed by politics. 


. Privatisaion of large state industries has not yet begun bụt Is being 
considered. Likely candidates would be Vietnam Airlines, the banking 
industry, and teleconmunications. However, a significant number oŸ 
small siate-run enterprises have already been privatised. At presenf time, 
Vietnam hịas no stock market-establishing one would be a prerequisite to 
any privatisatlon moves. In 1992 governmemt officials held discussions 
with foreign experts to gain advice on establishing a capital market In 
Vietnam, which according to an official announcement, ¡s scheduled to 
start IS work very soon. 


. Á large number 0Ÿ legislation has been passed t0 encourage investment, 
both domestic and foreign. lhe ñrst legislation providing investment In 
Vietnam, the Law on fnvestmeni in Vielnam was passed by the National 
Assembly on 29 December 1987 and was subsequenfly amended ¡n 1990, 
1992 and most recently in May 2000. The new Law on Foreien 
[nvestmtent ín Vietnam 1s aimed at consolidating experience gained oveT 
the previous l3 years and creating a better legal environment to facilifate 
foreign Invcstuent ín Vietnam. Ít is noteworthy thaL foreign-invest+d 
business can now use their land rights as collateral to borrow from foreign 
bank branches in Vietnam. Foreign business can also purchase foreign 
Currency to make payments on current transactions- a move that calms 
fears oŸ getting saddied with too mụch dong- the local currency. Anofher 
law, Enterprise Law, was also ¡issued, allowing private firms to regiIster 
wifhlout walung for onerous government approval. The laws seem to be 
petking up đdomestic private business, raising Vietnams hope of 
competing with the region's more vibrant economles 


. Ön a more positive note, Vietnam has seen economic growth rates of 
around § to 9% annually ím the past ew years. The country's domestic 
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product ¡is matchíing any of the reglons "eeonomic tigers”. Industrial 
oufput has expanded annually at any average rate of more than 13% for 5 
years. Inecomes are rising in urban areas- although the average annual 
income is still a paltry US§ 280 a year. 


The transttion from an 1solated socialist barter economy to a free market, 
hard currency trading economy ‡s not complete and has not been very 
casy. Many of Vietnam's manufactured goods are still of poor quality In 
the face of competition from foreign goods. One of the effects of the free 
trade with capitaÏist countries was to Wipe out many sfate-run cn†€rprises, 
leading to job lay-off and imnereased unemployment. In import-export 
activities, a number of ”temporary import bans” (protectionism) have been 
used. Such bans theoretically give a boost to strugegling domestic 
industries but also lead to increased smupgling. Unemployment 1s on the 
tise. Corruplion, ever changing rules and regulaions, official 
incompetence and a Ítustrating tangle of red tape remain concerns. Social 
evils such as prostitution and drugs "are polluting” Vietnamese society. 
Foreign Investors are pulling out of the country. However, recalcitrant 
bureaucrafs or not, the reforms have already gatned enough momentum, 
that ít 1s hard to mmagine reversing them; putting the toothpaste back im the 
tube mipht well be trnpossible. 

(From "Vieinam - A Travel Survival Kit") 


II. WHILE-READING 


1. Read the text and write down the main idea of each paragraph 
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IEE]É-Hv5 su S2 2i v8 RSf THỰ T10 c1 Tả NẢẬớ.... cố TH 
2. Answer the follewing questions 


Ï, What is a real picture of Vietnam's econoIny before the @øï oi? 


3. What did the government do for Vjeinainese peasants in the North and 
the Soutli? 


4. What do you thínk ts considered the most striking result of the 
economic reforrns in Vietnam? 


7, Whiích industrles will be subJected to privatisatlon? 


- 8. Who are the largest investors in Vietnam? 


CĐ P9 ĐÓ GA ĐI gi 49 is Bì d6 n BƠ HH BI HH VI GHI HT 4 4 44/94/0 0011704000009 2 40 4 014090900 08010404081 707g th tớ mi mg nh th ninh hư n 
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9, What 1s the effect of temporary import bans? 
10. What name is given tơ Vietnam" s new economy? 


0a... - na. 


3. Complefe the following sentences with mformafion from the reading 


1. Highly conscious ofthe serlous economic cr1s1s, Vietnam ..................... 


ds ĐÀ RA AM RA GÀ AC hAG kênh cà là kg hộ vệ pg vn 


VẢ CẢ ha 4h Ah RÀ RA “4 Đế Đá ĐÁ BI «ĐA ĐÀ HA BÀ RA RA tả Đà v4, 0404064140404 440 k40%04. 440 044 


2. The agricultural reforms have brought Vietnarn from........................ .....«» 


ly Đúc tu ĐÁ 044004 6 004 i6 in giá có Ác Đóp “ĐC ĐÁ Đá 4 04 0204 A4404 0Á Ác ĐÁ tờ nà bệ mà nệm nh nh nh và vn a tên Han kÓ cY ng 9 1.1309 1111 1 kg. g nv 


3. Many foreigners have come to Vietnam, T€aÌiSINB........................-s«s«-«<<c+x 


4. The fact that the privatisation ¡1s not active in Vietnam can be explained 


5. In spite ofinitial results gained in the reforms, Vietnam ......................... 


4, Choose the correcf answers for the following underlined word 


1. The country's economy was beset by ....... (para. Ì} 
a. accompanied b. characterised c. harmed 


2. The country adopted a new economic reformm program.....which is 


characterised by....rationalising exchange rates. (para. 2} 
a. exchanging b. reorganising c. reducing 
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. AgricuHural reforms have allowed peasants to acquire small land 


ho[dings. ...(para.3) 
a. takitg b. mastering C. Diec€S 


. The Government has Instucted officlals to return tand which was 
arbitrarily confiscated from....(para.3) 
a. boupht b. seized c. obtained 


._ Foreipn-owned trading cornpanies have been proliferating....(para.4) 
a, building b. producing €. increasing, 


......„ thouph soime of these "Investnents” are clear cases of real- 
estafe speculattlon....(pbara.4) 
a. 1llegal business b. legal business  ec. profitable business 


._Át presem time, Vietnam has no stock market-establishing one would 
be a prerequisife to any privatisation mmoves. (para.5) 
a. a thing to happen beforehand  b. an tmportamt thíing Œ. aresult 


,_|[n£omes are rising 1 urban areas-although the average annual income 
IS stitl a palry USS 280 a year. (para.7) 
a. trivial b. invaluable c. worthless 


. The transilon from an isolafed socialist barter economy to a ce 
market, hard currency trading economy. (para. 8) 
a. stable in value b. rigid c. able to exchange 


10. Corruptlon, over-changing rules and regulations, official incompetence 


....(DAra. 7) 
a. being unqualified  b. being unable c. berng disabled 
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HI. POST-READING 


1. Passage for gan-filling 
KFHH cach oƒ the numberedl blanks ín the folloming passage with on‡p ONE 
word 


Vietnam ¡1s undergoing rapid change. AÁs the poliics alters and the 
gøovemment relaxes Its foretgn (]).............................DOHcies, money and 
technology have started to (2)................ In(o the country and ït is s†arting to 
prosper again. The economy still revolved largely (3).................. agtriculture 
and oil products. Major (4)..........,..are rice, timber, coal, coffee, rubber and 
crude oil, while the prineipal importfs (Š)........................OŸ oil products and 
fertilisers. But the economy 1s diversifying., verseas íinvestment has 
(6)......................WIth 1s new ideas, up-to-date technology and managerial 


Continual warring has drained the countrys wealth and taken a heavy 
(22222 5 dc 222g on its people, but peace is now being enJoyed and Vietnam 
is springing back to is (10)................ The impetus is coming from several 
sources. Internally, the government ¡is (1])..............the economy from 
controls and has reigned in mflation. The Gross Domestic Produet is steadily 
(NO AE. coav. cac and the đong, the Vietnamese (13)................ „ Têemams 
relatively (14).................... There is still mụch work to be done and the 
current overhaul of the country's infrastructure, investment laws and banking 
producers will heip the continued (1Š).................... 


2. Timed reading 
During the past few years, the Vietnamese Íinancial system has experienced 


substantial changes ïín all fields of Its activities reflecting the development of 
the market-orierted econormey and the ”“open doơor" policy of the country. 
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Nevertheless, the national ñnancial system remains an under-developed 
system In which savings are very low, and capital ís mainly supported by the 
State and by foreign sources. A stock exchange has Just recently been 
established in Vietnam. 


In this context, ín common with other developng countries, the banking 
system Is playtng a major role tì the financiaf market and is considered the 
life blood of the econorny. Since 1990, the banking system has shifted from a 
one-level to two-level structure to reduce cumbersoiae administrative 
procedures and, at the same tíme, to distnguish clearly between the state 
I1anapemen( funclion corcerning money and credit business, which is carrted 
out Đy the Sate Bank of Vietnam, and the function of comnerecial banks and 
oflier finanicial tstitutions of providing banking and financial services. 


The bastc lepal framework for the operation of banks and other financial 
mstitutlons in Vietnam was cstablished princtpally by the Ordinance on the 
State Bank and the Ordinance on Banks, Credit Co-operatives and Financial 
Companies, whích were both issued in 1990, A series of subsequently issued 
legislaivc documents have provided for the deveÌlopment of a more 
compreliensive and detailed regulatory system. A new Banking Law ís ¡n the 
đrafting process and is expected to be passed by the Nauúonal Assembly in the 
near future. 


As a result œÏ is restructuring and the ew economic policles adopted by the 
Sftate of Vietnam, the credit organisation system :s rapidly improving as is the 
tange and quality of banking and services viable ín Vietnam. The progress 
achieved can be seen in the developinent of domestic cormnmerelal banks and 
credit instittttons, and the substantial increase in the number of foreign banks 
and joint venture banks operating ¡n the Vietnamese banking system. Ín 
addition, đoraestc and foreign invested financial companies as well as 
International finaneral institutions have increased their contributions to the 
f:nancial markets in Vietnam. 


(from “Mietnmam Business Law Guide”) 


I93 


Choose the besf qHSwer 
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1. From the passage, ¡t is :nferred that the Vietnamese financial system... 


A. has changed enough to support the market- oriented economy. 

B. has been undergoing changes with a dominant role of the State and 
foreign sources in money supply. 

C. has not been established. 

D. remains an unchanged systern. 


._ The Vietnamese Banking System... 


A. 1s similar to that in other countries. 

B. has the duty to provide loans for borrowers. 

€, performms a different function from that before Ì990. 
D. has a lot of cumbersome administrative procedures. 


._ Vietnamese banks and other financial instintions operate... 


Á. in accordance with the Banking Law. 

B. im accordance with new regulations. 

€. by the State Bank' s decisions. 

D. in accordance with legrslative documents on the system. 


._ The author... 


A,. seems optimistic about the development ím the field. 

B. siresses the problems arising ín the field. 

C. prefers the role of foreign banks and joint ventures to that of 
Vietnamese banks. 

D. Is satisfied with the situation and presents no requirernenis. 


._ Which sentence best expresses the main idea of the passage? 


A. Although Vietnam has reorganised ¡ts banking system, something 
else must be done. 
B. The Vietnamese financtal system has achieved a lot of progress. 


C. The Vietnamese fnancial system lhas reflected the "open door" 
policy of te country, 

D .Forelgners have increased their leading contributions to financial 
markets in Vietnam. 


3. Translate into Vietnamese 


HỆ 


The country was beset by weak exports, a lack of raw materlal for 
industry, chroric shortages of spare parts, a limited supply of consuimer 
goods, unemployment, tnderenployment and erratic runaway 
inflation. 


The country adopted a new economie reform program called đøj mới 


which is characterised by cutting siate subsidics, allowing limited 
private enterprise, reducing centralised planning, rationalising 
exchange rates and liberalising Íoreign investment. 


Now that foreign business people are taking an interest In Vietnam 
prospects for developing highly competitive Industries look certaii LÍ 
the reforins are tot derailed by politics. 


¬......... «GÓP No 0Á ĐI Ho NÓ Đo CĐ ĐC 9/1000 4440848908470 440 04908004000 00400040 0m 6 0 0 2 1 tàn phim 2B gi kim nh Bi Hi mm 


Ơn a more positive note, Vietnam has seen economic growth rates of 
around § tơ 9% annually in the past few years. 


ÁP In HP HP No Ti P.0 0 080 9 Go hi kiến ki Âm ki HH HH in HH mm HA ˆ.....m.e. 4đ m iẢ H hU hi ni kh in nu II 404400 04014004126 4/4 kh kế hiên 


vn mm HH HH N0 004000 19900000944 002 0 66002240466 ĐÁ HÀ 4 2 kiÁ kim ki Đi đc In HC Chó Đo Đi 4 kiả CN ĐÀ 444004016040004090001902400940994409080 X40 


2222021212222... 0...0... 1...0... 1...1... 


195 


5, However, recalcitrant bureaucrats or not, the reforms have already 
gained enouegh momentum, that 1s hard to imagine reversing them; 
putfing the toothpaste back ïn the tube might well be imipossible. 


¬....ÍÍ(..(C.. CC. Ố.Ố(Ố..ố.........ố.................. 
cố. ...ỐỐỐ..Ố.Ố...ố....ố.............. 


¬...........ố.ố.....ố..ốỐ..ố..ốỐ.ố.ố.ố.ố..Ố.ố.ố.ốỐốỐỐố..cố.....ố...ỐỐỐ.ố.ốỐ.ố.ỐốỐ.ố.ốốố...Ố.ốỐỐỐỐốố.ố.ố.ố..ốỐỐ.ố.ốố.ố.ố. 


4. Speaking 
Interview your friend about Vietnam' s economic reforms, 
5. Writing 


Write a summmary of Vietnams economic reforms ín about 200 words 
beginnng with; "Vietnams economic reformms were initiated by the 
Communist Party of Vietnam in December ¡986". 
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UNIT 19 
EDI IN VIETNAM 


1. PRE-REA DING 
In thịs lesson, you will learn about foreign direc( investment In Vietnam. 
Before we start the lesson, discuss the folÍowing issues with your friends. 


|. FDI stands for foreign direct investment. Flow important do you think 

FDI is for Vietnam's economy? 

There has been a fall in FDI in Vietnam over the last several years. 

Explain the situation. 

3.. Are you optiinistic about the prospect of FDI in Vietnam? 

4, The following aricle was taken from The Economist 0Ÿ January 8th - 
14t, 2000. Read throuph ït and suggest a suitable titÌe. 


t3 


Reuding texí 


l. Near the heart of VieIiams two main c¡ties stands a matching palr of 
relics. On one side of cach city's central square is a lavish, J9“ century 
opera house, built by the French before they were defeafed, shamed and 
drtven from their main colony ín Àsia. ÀAcross from it, a modern American 
họote] serves as monumient to the inciplent failure of a second, commercial 
Ivasion. The $§64m Hilton Hanoi Opera, opened earlier this year, is nearly 
€mpty, as are most of the cify's eIght other new luxury hotels. Meanwhile 
¡in Ho Chỉ Minh city, the concrete skeleton that was to be the Park Hyatt ¡s 
streaked by rust, ifs cranes lyIng ¡dle. 
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For the first half of the 1990s, Vietnam was celebrated as the next preat 
Asian tiger. With a population of nearly 8Õm, it is the second-largest 
country in South-East Asia, and the 13”-largest in the world. ]ts people are 
well-educated, young, hard-working and very cheap, even by Asian 
standards. But after 1975 the country was closed to the world outside the 
Soviet block, following the communist victory in the war (called the 
"American” war In Vietnam and the "Vietnam” war in American). OnÌy ín 
the late I9B§0s dịd the country open its door to the West. Ít looked like the 
biggest opportunity for investors, 


. By the carly I990s, money was sfarting to pour in. France's Sofitel took 


over and renovated the famous Metropole hotel in Hanoi; Telsta, of 
Australia, laid the first internatiomal telephone lines; Dnilever, an Anglo- 
Dutch consumer-goods firm, started to make and sell such exotic products 
as deodorant and hatr conditioner. FIirms from Taiwan, South Korea, Hong 
Kong and elsewhere in South-East Asia set up factories to make shoes, 
clothes, and toys. Japanese companies bid feverishly to build "ínvestment 
Zones" to house even more foreign facforles. 


In 1994 America lifted its trade embargo on Vietnam. Europeans and 
Asians were joined by such firms as Procter & Gamble, 3M, Ford and 
more than 400 other American firmms. By 1996 foreign direct investment 
(FDI) had reached $§.3 billion a year, accounting for more than a third of 
Vietnam's GDP. 


The foreigners are now pulling back, almost as quickly as they piled ín. 
Over the past three years, new investment plunged, firms have slashed 
existinpy ventures and sent many of their experts home. "The main 
entertainment these days is going-away parties”, laments Devon Standard, 
who runs Colgate-Palmolive's Vietnam operation. Today, FDI has fallen 
below 1992 levels and is shrmking by around half each year. Even 
Vietnam Investmen! Review, a weekly newsletter that promotes FDI, has 
lost i{s foreign backing. 


. What went wrong? The first answer, of course, is Ásia's Íinancial woes, 
which virtually destroyed a large number of Asian economies, especially 
Japan, Taiwan, and Asian countries-the largest investors in Vietnam. 
Being exhausted ¡n the fight to survive them, couid they be abie to show 
their imterest in Vietnam? However, with a non-convertible currency, a 
rudimentary banking system and new stock market, Vietnam was far froIm 
being much affected. Ít was decided that sÌlow cconomic growth Was a 
price worthi paying lor stability. 


._ Reforms have thus been slow and modest. They are often accompanied by 
€aprlcious new rules. The years needed to negotiate and gain approval for 
new Jprojects make lndia seem eager; corruption and inefficiency are as 
bad as in China. Bút whereas inyesiors feel they need tfo be in China, they 
know they can avoid Vietnam. “When Vietnam was growing at 9-103⁄2 a 
year, people we/e willing to come here and figh( the battle” says Toin 
Siebert, manager of Vietnamese arm of American Standard, a bathroom- 
appliance maker. "But at 4%, ¡† Isn'f enouph”. 


._Foreign companies are charged a piemium for everything, including thetr 
water and housing. Advertising rafes are six tíimtes those of their local 
compctitors. Last year the labour ministry cúi the working week by eight 
hours, to 40 hours-odd for a country where the main attraction Is cheap 
labour. 


. Cable and Wireless (C&W), a telecom firm, spent fñive years trying to 
negotiate a "roaming" agreement that would allow travellers to use their 
mobile phones ín Vietnam. Virtually every country in Asia allowed this 
long ago (ineluding even China and Cambodlia), because domestic teleeom 
firms that carry calls share ¡n the profits. Vietnam permitted it only last 
October. By then C&W had cenouglhi: íL abandoned a $207?m project to 
install 250,000 new lines in Hanoi. Two of the three other foreign telecom 
firm that were to build loecal networks have also put their projects on hold 
(the one exception, state- owned France Telecom, has pressed ahead for 
diplomatic relations.) 
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10.Chỉna's entry to the WTO would make things even worse for Vietnam. 
Many of the foreigners factories are there because investors in China 
sought a bolt hole: China las its own tariffs, many countries limit imports 
from China, and trade was cach year threatened by the annual debate im 
Congress over the terms of America' s trade relations with China. But now 
that China looks as 1Ÿ it will end up in the WTO, Congress permithng, 

tariffs are likely to fall and quotas rise. Vietnam's charms are fading. 
(Krom "The Economist”) 


H. WHH,.E-READING . 
1. Read the text and write đown the maïn idea of each paragraph 


TL Ít TT Tá vã t3 ẤŠ59494950416954056453686se403140568x942503910sx4004a184244916484x5.4 1Ẵ ky 1011:2766ax6 
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2. Decide whether the following statements are true (T} or false (F) 


T/E I. At the begimning, France was first ín the list of foreign direct investors. 

T/F 2. It seems that foreigners find less red tape ín India than ín Vietnam. 

T/F 3. The Hilton Hanoi Ôpera symbolises the failure of American invasion 
in Vietnam's War and business. 

TF 4. The failure of C&W and two other telecom can be explained by 
Corruption. 

T/ F 5. For the frst half of the 1990s, Vietnam was celebrated as the next 
great Asian tiper because the country has well-educated, young, hard- 
working and very cheap labour force. 
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T/ F 6. Chma wIll have ifs lower tariffs by joining the WTÔ. 

T/ F 7. Foreigners are over-changed in Vietnam, for almost everything. 

T1/F 8. In 1996, Vietnam's GDP was recorded the biglhest. 

T/ F 9. There is poor entertainnent in Vietnam, exccpt for going-away 
Darties. 

T/F 10. During the Asia's financial erisis Vietnam was far from being badly 
affected because of its non-convertible currency, rudimentary banking 
systems and mo stock riarket. 


4. Complete the following senfences wÍthb imformation from reading 


|. With is well-educated, young, hard-working and cheap people, Vietnam. 


P?dbat4tscseemsmenuserassorravspesssemeekim TÔ ÔÔÔÔÔÔỐ co 


3. Althouph Vietnam was under the InÍluence oŸ ÁsIa's eConoimic CTIS15. 


1H, POST-READING 


1. Passage for gap-filing 
FiH cách oƒ the niaunbered blanks ín the followuing passage uÍth only ONE 
word. 


JOINT YENTURE ENTERPRISES (JYVES) 


During the past feW years, approximately two thírds of direct investment 
projects 1m Vietnam have been ¡in the form of JVEs. In certain 
(ÌN) 0 001 00105 cấy cài tòa sụch as real estate devclopment and textie, it 1s 
effectively obligatory to use JVE vehiele for direct foreign investmem. ˆ 
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The JVE ¡s the most popular (2) .........................fOr foreign investment 
because it allows both the foreign and Vietnamese (3)..........:........ f0 enjoy 
significant (4).................... The Vietnamese party's (Š).......................Í5 
often ín the form of land use (6)....................or meludes responsibility for 
securing a suitable site for the projJects, tasks which often present considerable 


difficulttes for foreign investors working without (7)............... partners. The 
Vietnamese party's experience of local (8)...................... ..and ím 
(9).........................WIth Government Surndiiliesi 1S KH tavalugbÏ2 ln return 


the f6flin nữnÿ usually contributes the major share of the cash 
(10)...............................46§ WEll as Its advanced managerlal, marketing and 
technieal (]1)................................ Wwhiích help to ensure good returns on 
investment, For these (]2).............................the Vietnamese Government 
encourages foreign ínvestment ín the form of JVEs. A JVE Is an enterprise 
established in Vietnam under an investment (13)... Đ 
Issued by the competent Vietnamese ảnhorib: 7 ơn the baSIS of: a ly int 
venture (14)............................. Signed between one or more Vietnamese 
parties and one or more foreign parfies. According to Decree 12/ CP, a 100% 
Foreign Owned Company may be established in any of the fields 
I5) to foreign investors in Vietnam. 


2. Timed reading 
NDH 1 


ATTRACTING FDI 


The major problem ín terms of afiracting foreign direct investment (FDI) is 
that nobody really knows the long-term đdirection of government policies. The 
first round of FDI ¡included many compamies that would be successfñl 
whatever happens in the political sphere; infrastructure ¡investment and 
consumer goods mdustries will always be in demand. The second ronnd wiil 
have to ineclude companies that will only be sưccessful ín the long term ¡f 
Vietnam decides on a relatvely market-oriented and outward oriented 
developmert policy. 
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These firms are not only export oriented, but also focus on the domestic 
maiket. Thy are now holding their breath, both because of the turbulence in 
other Asian markets and because they are waiting to see what the government 
will đo. Compared tơ is repional neiphbours, Vietnam's competiiveness has 
been sigmificantly weakened when it comes to export oriented FDI, but in the 
right environrent It could sIlÍ complete very successfully. 


There ¡s also great potential for foreign Involvement In sectors that are noi 
purely export orlented. What is important 1s to avoid investments that will 
require hiph artiftclal trade barrlers for their survival, and focus on those 
where natural trade barriers (such as transport cosft) make locally based 
COmpanies conIpetItive. 


The country has great potentiai because of Its cducated and productive labour 
force. What may confuse the picture ¡is that foreign immvestors mm Vietnam are 
Iyptcally not paying the market price for ther labour. When a lot of 
administrative levies are added, then it is of course more dificuit to complete 
wIth reglonal neighbours. Other advantages inelude relatively untapped 
markefs and long term demand for many products and services that foreiwn 
Investors are welÌ placed to provide. The đisadvantages are all on the policy 
front. Ít is very difficult to navigate in the murky waters of the loca] half state- 
led, half market-oriented econorny. Rules and regulations are not transpareni. 


The actual changes in competitiveness have been surprisingly small so far, 
mainly because the recovery of many of the potenttal cormpetitors has been 
slow. Over time, however, [ think Vietnam wIll lose more of its edge in mid- 
level manufacturing, where competitiveness requires three elemenfts: low 
wages, labour skill§s and a supportive industrial environment, with efficient 
supplfers and services. The nations still has the first two, but larpely lacks the 
third, Before the Ásian crisis, the country's advantages In terms of cheap and 
productive labours was sometimes a strong enough argument for ¡it to be 
considered as an tdeal produclion site; now that many other countries also 
have lower iabour cost, we wIlÍ see the environment playing a lager role. 
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Ín simpler operatlons, where the support structure ¡s less important, or im 
operations based on natural resources, Vietnam wWiÏlÌ remain a more 
competitive location than most of its neighbours- as long as the uncertainties 
about policy do not scare away Investors, 

(Ari Kokko, from ” Vietnam Economic Times") 


Choose the beSf qnsMer 


1. The author thinks the main cause of a stagnancy ¡in FDI in Vietnam 1s.... 
A. that Vietnam's competitiveness has been significantly weakened. 
B. the chaos in many Asian markets. 
C. that there is no long term direction in government policies. 
D. both B and C 
2. II would be suggested that you invest.... 
A. m export-oriented business. 
B. in domestic market-oriented business. 
€,. im consumer øoods industries. 
D. in any sector with less involvement of local rules and regulations. 
3. Vietnam is attractive to foreign investors because... 
A. It has untapped markets and long term đermand for foreign products. 
B. it has educated and productive labour force. 
€, ít has cheap workers. 
D. ofall the above. 
4. In the future, Vietnam will be able to maintain is competitiveness in terms 
GŸ.... 
A. labour force. 
B. nattral resources. 
C. investment policies, rules and regulations. 
D. suppliers and services. 
Š. Ïtseems that the author's view on FDI in Vietnam 1s.... 
Á. positive. €. of more research sense. 
B. negative. D. of more advisory sense. 
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3. Translate into Vietiaimese 


l. Across Írom H1, a modern American ho(el serves as a Inonument tơ the 
ineipient failure of a second, commercIal invasion. 


Thư ĐH 1S vnmsmssssnsssnvemsrsszemsmsss4ss 0 9irse09200svsaszmrmsmsrmsssrssnmnzsvee909002060605605000840006005050s506s0n0snee 


«HC c0 0. P 04 400 0 4000 0 ti 00 0V ng i90 0 V0 tớ tt 4 t0 94014 940010801. 40090 8 i4 4 Đi BI, tt In 9022008 tt n0 1 00 0 6 00 0 09000409080 90900 0201007094190 084 90% 


2. With a non-convertible currency, a rudimentary banking system and nọ 
stock market, Vietnam was far from being much effected. 


3. The years needed tơ negotiate and gain approval for new projects make 
India seem eager; corruption and inefficiency are as bad as in China. 


4. Two of the threc other foreign telecoem firms that were to build jocal 
networks have also put their proJects on hold. 


5. Many of the foreigners' factories are in China because investors sought a 
bolt hole; Chma has is own high tarffs, many countries limit imports 
from China, and trade was each year threatened by the annual debate in 
Congress over tỉie ferins of America's trade relations with China. 


«CN HO Ả HH HH HH In HH TH In BI Ác HH BI In HH KHI HN I4 KH 4 8c k8 4 8 T4 08 00 4 1 90 04 82 0800280902442 1+ 2414942114214 801914284 2418 
ch. —..--- 


KT 2 ốc... ........ 


4. Speaking 


Điscuss these questions with pour friends: 

I. Do you agree with the author's view'2 

2. lf you were in charge of the ¡issue, what would you do fo improve the 
Sttuatlon? 


5, Writing 


Write 4 composition ín 200 words on the ỦUS investment in Vietnam. The 
figures may be useful for to you. 
-  February 1994: Trade embargo was Hfted. 


- 1995: Total US investment projects: 24 
Total capital: US $ 413 million 

- = 1996-1998: Investment fell. 

- = 2000: Total investment projects: 97 


Total capiial: US $ I billion. 
(Source: Ministry oƒ Planning and Investmenf% Foreign lnvestmemt Licenses) 
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UNIT20 
FEINANCE ANĐD BANKING 


I. PRE-READING 
In this lesson, you wiÏll learn about the banking and financial sítuation In 
Vietnam, Before you read, discuss the following issues with your fiends: 


|. Whatis the Vietnam Banking Sector Review intended for? 
2. Why is there an urgent need for a Public Financlal Management 
Reform tín Vietnam? 


Reading text 


VIETNAM BANKING SECTOR REVIEW 


l. Á review of the banking sector of Vietnam was conducted in April and 
June 2002 by the World Bank with assistance and co-operation of the 
State Bank of Vietnam (SBV), commercial banks, Iinsurance coinpanies 
and the private secior. The intent of the report Is to point out areas within 
the banking systcem which either differed substantially from international 
banking standards or were seen as potential risks to the system. The report 
highlights a number of key Issues ín a general way. The imtent of the SBV 
and the team was to produce a document wiich would stimulate 
discussion on ways to strengthen Víetnam”s banking system, This 1S seen 
as ä living document that will be updated and revised from time to time. lt 
is seen as the firs( of many steps designed to bring about a strengthening 
OŸ the banking sector as the S3V reviews and selects specific issues for 
more In-depth study. 
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Since its beginning ín the late 1980s the Vietnamese banking sector 
reformm has come a long way. [mportant changes have been accomplished 
both ïn the structure, the regulation and the operations of the banks, thus 
moving the banking sector towards a modus operandi that cÏoser 
resembles domestic banking sectors in other ermerging markets and newÏy 
índustrialised economies. The system continues to be dominated by the 
large four State-Owned Commercial Banks (SOCBs), accounting for 
about 70% of the total assets ¡in the systtm. The SOCBs are 
complemented by a number of Joint Stock Banks (JSBs), loint Venture 
Banks (JVBs), and branches and representative offices of foreign banks, 
and, to a minimal extent, credít co-operative/ credit funds, Micro-finance 
Instituttons (MFIS), and financing companiIes. 


. Over the past decade, the four SOCBs have evolved from specialised 


policy lending vehicles to state-owned banks that are expecIed to operate 
in a more commercially sound basis by intermediatrng domestic savings 
f{O varlous segments of economy and providing other needed banking 
services bothi to the Vietnamese people and companies. This 
transformation has progressed under guidance from the Govermment and 
the supervision of the SBV in some areas at a managed pace, ín others 
with some fits and starts- whích is not unusual for this type of process. 


Alongside the change ïím the SOCBs” way of operation, the past decadc 
has witnessed fairly rapid deepeming in the level of monetisation in the 
Vietnamese economy with the share of bank credit Increasing as a 
proportion of GDP from ]3 to 27 further to 44 percent between 1990, 
1995 and 2000 respectively, Hence, the Government has embarked on an 
important overhaul of the banking system throuph a multi-year 
restructuring and recapitalisation programme with the support of both the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the Word Bank Group (WBG). 


While the govemment Is committed to fully commerelalising the bank 
sector, the inpiementation ¡s st(lÍ in the earÏy stages. The measures taken 
to date include dereguiaUon both in the banking secfor and the imterest 
rate regime, pưtHing mto place restrueturing plans for SOCBs, cstablishing 
Asset Management Companies (AMC). Thís assessinent seeks to examine 
the banking reform process by viewing the banks and their operations mm 
the broader contexts of the Governmenf”s stated goal for widening and 
deepening the access to bank finance m1 Vietnam. lí also discusses tĨìc 
tấmplicatlons to the banking system of the commitments the Œovernment 
has made or Irdicated. Ïlt will make for opening the Vietnamese fnancial 
system fùr International access and competifion. 


. The present organisational structure of the SBV, winh multipie 
departmeims and a considerable nưnber of branches, should be 
Streamlined to improve supervisory effectiveness and efficiency. The 
reporting lines from the fnancial ínstttufions †o the various departments 
of the SBHV are not completely clear, resulting ¡in inefficiencies and 
Itformation overlaps. Similarly, the SBV”s present multi-office reglonal 
structure and the delegation of powers therein appears to mít the SBV"s 
abillfy to effectively supervise the overall banking sector, 


._ Phe banks in Vietnam should make ongoing strategic choices on wliat 

banking and other Íinancial services they wish to provide for the 

€conomic segmenfs and sectors they have chosen as theïr focus clientele. 

The choice of product range may extend from: 

a. savings products (time and demand deposits, certificates of deposits, 

bonds, life Insurance products, etc,) to 

b. credit extension (term and balloon loans, credit lines, crcdit cards, 
InOTIgages, overdrafls, suaranfees efc.) tơ 

. Ion-lending produets and services (paymenfs services, ATM”s, 
adyisory services, capital markets and investtent banking products, 
foreign exchange services, credit card services, etc.) t0 

đ. nơn-baiiking services (Vvarious insurance products e‡c.). 


œ 
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8. The hypertnflation in the late I980s and quite substantial depreciation of 


9. 
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domestic currency more recently resulted ¡in low levels of confidence 
among the general public in the Vietnam Dong and the banking system. 
Household savings had largely taken the form of cash In foreipn 
currencies and prec(ous metals kept in safe-boxes at home, making 
Vietnam largely a cash economy. The Vietnamese Government has been 
reasonably successful in restoring public confidence In the domestic 
currency and the banking sector by maintaining prudent macroeconomic 
policles, controlling inflaton, and demonstraing a commiiment to 
structural reform in the banking sector. 


Today, the banks do not adequately provide long- term savings 
mobtlisation products to the general public, however, some new products 
are being developed. The deposit base of the banking system appears to 
be quite short term from the general public. deposits from the enferprise 
sector are to a large extent limited by various regulations which may 
prevent enterprises Íom engaging ¡in effective cash management 
pracfices. In contrast, the Insurance sector seems to have been remarkably 
successful in mobilising longer term funds and, in part, appears †o be 
tntermediating those funds to the banking system. There may be a necd 
†o examine the causes and potential impact of this imbalance between the 
banks' and the msurance companies” success rate in long- term savings 
mobilisalon. In addiion to the traditional mobilisation of deposrfs 
through banks and the emcrging mobilsation of funds, the Vietnam 
Postal Savings Service Company (VPSC) is emerging as an altemative 
savrngs channel. 


. The Govermment should pursue domeslic capital market development, 


both for debt instruments and for equity, through a concerted effort for the 
following reasons: 


—_ to develop a more balanced financial system; 


- to cnhance the availability of equity and debt capital for the 
enferprise and the banking sector; 
— lo aupmen( the Vietnamese Governmenfts abilfy to use more 
effectively the dornestic market In íts own debt management. 
Thíis would be consistent with the Governmenf?s siated goal of moving 
towards a more market-based cconomy. The appropriate sequencing of 
the market development efforts and the pertinent decisions related thereto 
are crucial when developing a capital market. Often this may mean 
focusing efforts on building a weil-functioning government debt market 
first, and then moving to corporate debt and equity markets that tusually 


take a longer tine to develop. 
( From "Banking Seclor Review”) 


HH. WHILE-READING 
1. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F) 


T/PF I. The Vieutam Banking Sector Review was carried out by experts 
from the World Bank. 

T/F_ 2. The review alms at assessing the operations of banks in Vietnam. 

T/F_ 3. Changes have been made in order to move the Vietnamese banking 
sector lowards a system similar to the bankIing system in other 
einerging markets and ewly  industrialised counfries. 

T/F 4. In the Vietnamese banking system, the major role ¡s playeđ by four 
SOCB:. 

T/F 5. The transformaton of SOCBs ín Vietnam has progressed under 
guidance of the Government and the Word Bank, 

T/F 6. The share of bank credit in the Vietnamese economy ín 2000 
comprised nearly haÏf of its GDP. 

T/PF 7. The implementaton of commercíalisaton of the Vietnamese 
banking sector ltas achieved great successes. 

T/E 8. The services of the Vietnamese banks at present are limited to only 
Saving products, 


tủ 
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T/F 9. The insurance companies, being successful in mobilising longer- 
term funds, lends part of their funds to the banks. 
T/PF 10. In Vietnam, fzmds can be mobilised through VPSC. 


2. Answer the following questions 


_ 


. What ís the purpose of the Vietnam Banking Sector Review? 

2. Why does the report discuss issues mainly from the perspective of the four 
laree SOCBs? 

3. Why does the organisational structure of SBV need streamlining? 

4. Apart from saving products, what can be added to the product range of the 
Vietnamese banks? 

5, Why should the Vietnamese Government pursue a domestic capttal 

market? 


1H. POST-READING 


1. Passage for gap-fil 


KI eách oƒƑ the numbered blanks in the folowing passage with only ONE 
word. 


PUBLIC FINANCE MANAGEMENT 


With a view to establishing a financial system secure erough to ensure a rapid 
and (Ï)......................................./.. €COTIOTÍC ørowth straftepy, serving the 
industrialisaton an (2}..............................-..----- process of the country, in recent 
years, the Ministry of Finance has been(3)................................ an overall 
modernisation programme in the financral sector. 
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The programime !s (o serve the Implementation of the fiscal-monetary 
(4).................. for the period of 2001-2010; the performance of the obJectIves, 
tasks and solution to develop the (5)............................. ... SecfOr for the period 
of 2001-2005; the implementation of the action plan for the financial sector 
under the (6)...............................- of the 9° Party Congress; and the undertaking 
öf the mternational financial coinmitments. In terms of ađmnistrative aspects, 
thís propramme helps (?),.............-....-.««.<c---<-c<ce- out the Governmeitt"s master 
DIAI,OH((S)-.. 2127117254nsst54s 054x275 reform. 


EBUblie. 1ìnSHDCE(9) 7 11.4 scocsssesova modernisailon 1s projected to be carrled 
out on a nation-wlde{]0)......................-..-..-- se mainly in six funectional areas 
relating to the public finance system, Including(1 Ì)............................-- budget 
managemenl; tax (mcluding customs) policy and administration; SOE 
Iaftapcinicn(. “aï(l12)::-:......::..2:.:572221Áizissssrisie ; Slate asset and reserve 
raanagement; public debt manapeinent; and price managemerIt, 


Modernisation acttviLies ín cach (3).................. --..-- << 7x2 will cover three sels 
of working hand-in-hand, which are: formulating and Improving the fiscal 
policy system; enhancing tnst(uUonal capacity and (l4).............................. 
humait resources; and establtshinp a modern public Íinance management 
Information (1Š)..................‹..«s‹----- 

(From “Vielnam: The Drive to Partiership") 


2. Timed reading 


PUBLIC FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT REFORM 


Vietnam has earned a reputation for fiscal prudence, with relatively smail 
budget deficits and low debt, both domestic and foreign. The Government of 
Vietnam has made steady progress in mainfaining effective mechanism to 
Prevent overspending and mmisapproprialion ofresources. However, there is an 
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urgent need for further, accelerated reform to sirengthen and inteprate core 
treasury and budget managernent information system, to strengthen the link 
between budget management and the Government's development goaÌs, and 
to improve the management of public debts and fiscal risks. 


The recently approved Public Financial Management Reform project supportS 
the goals of promoting good governance set out ¡in the Comprehensive 
Povcfty Reductton and Growth Strategy through strengthening budget 
planning, execution, reporting and accountability. The Project wIll ensure that 
budget execution and reporting at each level of the Government is accurate, 
timely, relevant, transparent and ín compliance with international standards. Ït 
will contribute to better planning of the State Budget and Public Investment 
Program and greater fiscal sustaiabiliy through improved and more 
Integrated recording of external and đdomestic public and publicly guaranteed 
debt, improved capacity to monitor SOE liabilities and tmproved ability to 
asSess associated fiscal risks. 


The frst and largest component of the Project will imvolve the 
establishment of a new imtegrated treasuy and Budget Manapement 
Information System. The new system, mcluding hardware, software, 
implemertation services, traning and change management, will replace the 
current fraprnented and inefficient systems. 


The second component of the Project will address the need for a strong 
central budget function through strengthening state budget and Investment 
planning. This component will support the development of Medìium-Term 
Expenditure Framework in four pilot sectors and four pilot provinces. 


The third component of the Project will support the strengthening of the 
Govemment°s abilty to manape Vietnam's publhic debt and to begin 
monitoring fiscal risks that originate from liabilities of SOEs. Through 
appropriate learning activities, the Project wIlH facthtate the strenpthening of 
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skils of offietals within the Government”s so as to ensure it is able tơ conduct 
day-(o-day debt management operations, and advice polícy makers on the 
mplicatlons of alternatives horrowing strategies. 


The ProjecL wIll be impiemented by the Ministry of Finance with close 

Invoglvemert of other agencies. The projeet ¡s supported by the World Bank 

through a credit for US $54 million. À grant oŸa further US $10 milon was 

provided in co-linancing by Departnent for International Development 
(DFID). 

(From "Tuking Stock, Ấn update on Vietnam s Econoiic 

Đevelopmenfs and Reforms ") 


Choase the best g1sMeểr 


I. Vietnam needs to accelerate financial reform because it 
A. suffers from budget deficit 
B. has to pay debi to foreign countr1es 
€,. needs tơ maintain an effective financial mechanism 
D. needs te improve public Íinancial management 


2, The ProJeet will ensure that budget management and reporting at cach level 
Á. IS precise and appropriate 
B. ís ïn time and relevant 
Œ, complies with International standards 
D. All of the above 


3. The wricr of this text impiies that the cutrent Treasury and Budget 
Management [nformation System 

A. 1s effecfive 

B. is inefective 

€. lacks Integrity 

D. ¡s ineffecttve and lacks Integrity 
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4. One comoonent of the ProJject imvolves the strengthening of the 
Govemment”s ability to 

Á. pay debt 

B. manage public đebts and financial risks 

€C. monitor SOEs 

D. help SOEs with their financial difficulty 


3 The Project wIll be carried out 
A. by Vietnam Ministry of Finance 
B. by the Vietnamese Government 
€. by the World Bank 
D. through co-ordination between Vietnam Ministry of Finanee, the 
Word Bank and other agencies 


3. Translate into Vietnamese 
1, The Intent of the SBV and the team was to produce a document 
which would stimulate discussion on ways to strengthen Vietnam's 
banking system into the future. 


vn Đi ng ĐH Đệ i9 4 ĐI Bo Á tiên nen NI vn mm in in tiên 4 em điên 4 tin Kiên m HH HH mm ng HH HH 0 VỤ HH n0 00100 10 99 0 040900400040204 0640 008412404 


2. Alongside the change in the SOCBs” way of operations, the past 
decade has wimessed famly rapid deepening ¡in the level of 
moneftisatton m the Vietnamese economy with the share of bank credit 
increasing as a proportion of GDP from 13 to 27 and further to 44 
percent between 1990, 1995 and 2000, respectively. 


2l6 


3. The present organisational siructure of the SBV, with multiple 
departmenfs and a considerable number of branches, should be 
streamlined tơ mprove supervisory effectiveness and efficiency. 


4. Today, the banks do noi adequately provide long-term savings 
mobilisatlon products to the generai public. The deposit base of the 
banking system appears tơ be quite short term from the general public. 


cố. ốc bố... ốc... ốc 


5, The Government should pursue domesic capitadl market 
development, both for debt instrumeint and for equity. 


“CC... ao an ae... . (AC... co 


4. Speaking 

Điscuss these Issiic- with your Íriends: 

- Strengths and weaknesses of the Vietramese banking scctor. 
- Reasons for a publtc financial maragement reform. 


Š. Writing 
- Write a summary of about 200 words on "Vietnam Banking Sector 
Review”, 


- Prepare a plan for a presentation on the foliowing topic: “Vietnam Public 
Financtal Managerinent Reform”. 


217 


REFERENCES 


_— 


. Ellis, C. [995, Cunre Shack - Vietnam, Tìmes Books International, 
Singapore. 

2. Hoffer, H.L996, Vie#nam, lioffer Press ( PTE), Singapore. 

. Nguyen Khac Vien, 1933, Vietnam- a Long History, The Gioi Publisher, 
Hanoi. 

4. Pham Nhụ Cuong, Chú Khac Thuat and Cao Xuan Pho, 1993, ƒ?einam, 
UNESCO Regional Unit for Social and Human Sclences in Àsia and the 
Pactfic, Hanol. 

5. Story, R. and Robinson, D. , 1991, 4 Uowcjpy Pianei, Times Books 
International. Singapore. 

6. Kokko, A. 4/racting FDI, Vietnam. Economic Times, June ]3. 

7. Vietnam Social Sciences Corninission Centenary of the Birth of Presideni 
Ho Chi Minh, J989, Ho Chỉ Minh, Hanoi. 

§. MOET SRV, 1995, Vietnam Education and Training Directery, Educaton 
Publishing House, Hanol. 

9. The Worid Bank Agriculture and Environment Cooperation Dtvisions - 
1995, ƒief nam Environmental Program and Pollcy Prtorities for a Soctalist 
Economy m Transttion. Easf Asia and Pactftc Region, Hanoi. 

10. The VHI CPV Parfy Congtess Resohuions, 1996, Nauonal Political 
Publishing House, Hanoi. 

11. Coopers & Lybrand, 1996, V?ermam- 4 Travel Surviàal Ki- A4 GHide for 

Đusinessmen and Visers, AISC LTD. Smgapore. 

12. Vovan & Asoocies, 1997, Vietncun Buainess Law' Guide , Flanol, 

13, Vietnam Law and Legal Forum, 2000 March. 

14. UN News, L998, Volume 4, No 3. 

15. The Economst, 1998, November. 

16. The Guide, 2000, March. 

L7. World Bank, 2003, 7aking Sfock- An Update on Vietnam's EconoInic 
Developmnent and Reforms, Flanol. 

I8. World Bank, 2003, The Drive to Pariiership, Hanoi. 


to 


219 


CHỊU TRÁCH NHIỆM XUẤT BẢN 


Chủ tịch HĐQT kiêm Tổng Giám đốc 
NGÔ TRẤN ÁI 


Phó Tổng Giám đốc kiêm Tổng Biên tập 
VŨ DƯƠNG THỤY 


Biên tập: Trần Thị Khánh 
Sửa ban in: Hoàng Thu Hằng, Nguyễn văn Nghĩa 
Trình bày bìa và sách: Nguyễn văn Nghĩa 


ĐỌC HIẾU VỀ VIỆT NAM (SELECTED READINGS ON VIETNAM) 
In 1000 cuốn khổ 17x24 tại xưởng in Trường Đại học Ngoại ngữ Hà Nội 
Giấy chấp nhận XB số: Í33 I/CXB II - 04; Cấp ngày 20/6/2004 

In xong và nộp lưu chiểu quý IV năm 2004 


